[14 Noveaser, 1911.]

Tegislative Egsembly,
Tuesday, I4th November, 1911.

Pagr
Election Returns, Pilbara and Boebourne .. 209
Papers presevted .. 209
Questmns Seottish Col.henes, negotmtmna for
Ponson LnndsBonrd “partienlars, report, ... 209
Conditional Purchases, reaulence und im.
provements 210
Railwey officers” sick pay 210
Railwoy construction, Port Hedland- Mnrble 210
Baor
Cattle B]npmaut and pnce “of meul e e 210
Mr. E. McLarty DI |
Billg : Divorce Amendment i . o 211
Enrl Closing Act Amendment, .. . 211
Addxess-m -reply, fifth day, conclusion .., .2

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
p.m., and vead prayers.

ELECTION RETURNS — PILBARA
AND ROEBOCURXNE

The Acting Clerk announced the return
Lo writs issued for the election of members
for the Pilbara and Roehourne electorates,
showing that Rufns Heary Underwood
and Joseph Peter Gardiner respectively
had been eleeted.

Mr. R, H. Underwood and Mr. J. P.
(:ardiner took the oath and subsecribed the
roll. .

PAPERS PRESEXNTED.

By the Premier: Reports of the Rail-
way Advisory Board regarding eertain
railway projects.

By the Minister for Justice: Regula-
tions under Eleetoral Act, 1907.

QUESTION — SCOTTISH (OLLIER-
IES, NEGOTIATIONS FOR SALE.
Mr, A A WILSON asked the Minister

for Railways: 1, Is he aware that Messrs.

Splatt, Wall & Co.,, of the Secottish

Collieries, are negotiating fo sell their

eoneern fo the Seottish Co-operative Col-

lieries? 2, Is the Minister aware that
under the terms of the sale Messrs. Splatt
and Wall, or either of them, get sixpence
per ton from the new company for all

(rovernment coal allotfed to the new com-

pany? 3. Does the Minister approve of

aliowing individuals or companies to
[8)
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barter prices and get agency fees on ihe
coal they allot to assist local coal com-
panies? 4, Will the Minister refuse to
transfer or assign any of the contracts for
coal from Scottish Collieries to the alleged
Scottish Co-operative Company? 5, Will
the Minister consider the advisability of
stopping the loeal supplies to the Rail-
way Department until above is reniedied?
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, T am unaware of the precise
nature of the transaction. 2, I understand
that this is so. 3, No. 4, Yes. 3, Yes,

QUESTION—POISON LAXNDS
BOARD.

Particulars.

Mr, E. B, TOHNSTOXN asked the Min-
ister for Lands: 1, How long before the
general election was the board of inguiry
known as the Poison Commisszion ap-
pointed? 2, Who was the chairman of the
said board of inquiry or commission?
3, Was there any statutory authority for
the appointment of this board or com-
mission? 4, If not, under what anthority
was the board or eommmission appointed
and paid? 5, What amount per day was
paid to the three members of this board
or commission, respeetively? 6, What has
been the cost of this beard or commis-
sion, incurred to date? 7, How many of
this board or ecommission’s sittings were
held prior to the general election, and
what proportion of that number were held
in the Williams-Narrozin electorate? §,
As it is alleged that this hoard or com-
mission was appointed for political pur-
poses, and that the surveyors and other
officers of the Lands Department have a
thorough kuowledge of questions eoncern-
ing poison lands, will the Minister put an
end to the existence of the said board or
comuission !

The JMINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, The hoard “'15 appointed on
the 26th July, 1911. 2, Mr. Frank V.
Cooke. 3, No; it was merely a hoard of
inguiry. 4, The board was appointed
and paid by the authority of the Minister.
5, The two unofficial members of (e
board received two zuineas a day and
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15s. a day travelling allowance while
actually engaged on the work; the third,
being an officer of the Department, re-
ceived no remuneration beyond his salary
and the travelling allowance. G, £346
12s, 8d. ¥, All the sittings were held
prior to the general elections, and six out
of the nine sittings were lheld in the
Williams-Navrogin eleetorate; Narrogin
was made the headquarters of the hoard
because the distriet surveyor, who was
a member, was resident there. 8, The
board sent in its report on the 10th
October. and has since ceased to exisf,

Report,

Mr. A, E. PIESSE asked the Miuister
for Lands: 1, Has the Minister received
the report of the Poison Board recently
appointed to deal with the poison areas
in the South-West distriets? 2, If so,
wil]l he make the report available to the
public?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes,

re-

QUESTION—CONDITIONAL  PUR-
CHASES, RESIDENCE AND IdM-
PROVEMENTS.

Mr MONGER asked the Minister for
Lands : 1, Whether the necessary resi-
dential and improvement conditions are
being complied wiil in regard to condi-
tional purchase blocks Nos, 13454,
24230, 25289, and 29005, and homestead
block No. 164082 2, If not, what action
will the Depariment take?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, With regard to blocks 13454/55 and
24230/55, the residence condition has
been complied with. With regard to
block 23280/55, the holder is at present
under exemption from the resideunce eon-
dition.  With vegard to blocks 29005/
55 and 16408/74, the department is
awaiting the inspector’s report re resi-
dence. The improvement conditions on
all the blocks due for improvemenis at
the present iime are being complied with.
2, Xo further action will be taken at pre-
sent.

[ASSEMBLY.]

QUESTION—RAILWAY OFFICERS"
SICK PAY.

My. LEWIS asked the Minister for

Railways : What was the total amount

paid to railway officers on aceount of

sick leave for the year ended June 30,
1911¢

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied : £2,158 17s. 5d.

QUESTION—RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, PORT HEDLAND-MARBLE
BAR.

Mr. HETTMANN asked the Minister
for Works : 1, What was the amount of
the suecessful tender for the Marble Bar
Railway construction? 2, The date of ac-
ceptance of tenders? 3, By how much
was the tender price subsequently in-
ereased? 4, What was the reason for in-
erease, and what date was it made? 5,
What was the amount of extras ineluded
in the final certificate, independent of
the increase in tender price?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, £123,2)2 12s. 8d. 2, 20ih
August, 1909, 3, £22,000. 4 (a.), Ex-
eavation for rubble banks and rubble for
same, extra side drains and culverts, rais-
ihg banks over clay-pans where experi-
ence gained during the rainy season
showed the neeessity, the grading in the
interests of economy having been kept
too low; and extra metal ballast. (h.),
Cabinet approved 4th July, 1910. The
eonfract is not yet complete, cousequen-
tly no final eertificate has been made.

QUESTION—CATTLE SHIPMENT
AND PRICE OF MEAT.

My, HEITMANN asked the Premier :
1, What nuinber of cattle were in the
shipment purebased and brought to Fre-
mantle by the late Government in order
to reduce the cost of meat to the con-
sumer? 2, From whom were they pur-
chased, and what was the price paid? 3,
How many were sold, when were they
sold, and what was the price received?
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The PREMIER replied: 1, No cattle
were purchased by the late Govern-
ment for the reduction of the cost of
meat to the consmmer. 2, Answered by
No. 1. 3, Answered by No. 1. 554 bul-
locks from off Mulla Bulla native sta-
tion near Hall’s Creek were shipped from
Wyndham per ss. ‘‘Moonta,”’ and arv-
rived at Fremantle on the 18th Septem-
ber, These bullocks were bought on the
station by Messrs. Phillips & Co. and J.
& L. Baker, Elder, Shenton, & Co. being
the agent of the Govermment. The price
paid for the bullocks delivered at Wynd-
ham shipping yards was £3 10s. per head
for 508 bullocks, and £2 15s. per head
for 46 bullocks, This was the first sale
of cattle off the native catfle sfation,

QUESTION—Mr, E, MecLARTY,

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Premier :
1, Is Mr. E. McLarty, recently found
guilty of an offence against the Roads
Board Aect, identical with the person of
that name holding a Commission of the
Peace? 2, Has the same person been be-
fore the police comrt previously on other
charges? 3, What was the nature of the
offence and the result of the poliee court
nroceedings?

The PREMIER replied : 1, Yes. 2,
Yes. 3 (a.), Driving ecattle through
town, ordered to pay costs 1s. (b.), Al-
lowing horses to stray in sirveet, fined 5s.
and 1s. eosts. (e¢.), Disturbing proceed-
ings at roads boards elections, fined £5
and £2 11s. 24, cosis.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Divorce Amendment (introdnced by
Mr, Hudson).
2, EBarly Closing Act Amendment (in-
troduced by Hon. W, C. Angwin, Honor-
ary Minister).

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Fifth day—conclusion,

Debate reswmed from the 9th Novem-
her.

Mr. MeDOWALL (Coolgardie): Be-
fore discussing the Address-in-reply T

211

desire to congratulate you, Sir, upon elec-
tion to your high and bonourable position.
I also desire to congratulate the Ministry
on their accession to office, and wpon the
magnificent majority behind them. While
I congratulate them, I desire also to ex-
tend to them my warmest sympathy. It
may seem contradictory, but you will nn-
derstand when 1 say T feel convinced that
the majority of the people of the State
are expecting impossibilities from the
Labour Government. I have no doubt
that by honest administration and con-
scientions attention to their duntfies they
will do eredit to themselves and achieve
the best they possibly ean in the interests
of the State.  But, unfortunately, they
have been set s¢ mueh to accomplish that
I fear we ave likely to be disappointed
on some minor points. I think they are
also to be congratulated on the programme
of Bills they have introduced, becanse we
must- realise that at this stage of their
politieal existenee if is necessary for them
to devote some time to the securing of a
grip of their various positions. We aiso
kunow that, after all, administration plays
a large part in the Government of auny
State. " I think there is ample room for
much better administralion thaid we have
had in the past. Of course my friends on
the other side will say thaf is impossible;
but I shall endeavour to point out a few
things which, in my opinion, could be im-
proved. In the Governor’s Speech there
is a namber of interesting points. It is
a matter for sincere regret that our east-
ern agricultural districts have been visited
by an unfavourable season, and in conse-
quence of the diminution of the rainfall
many of the pioneers in those parts have
had their trials and burdens increased.
We all regret the want of rain in the agri-
cultural districfs. We realise the vast im-
poriance of the agrienltural industry lo
the Siate, and we are agreed that the
fostering of it is in the best inferests of
the State. The Speech goes on to intimate
that His Excellency’s advisers feel eon-
fident that the misfortune is only tem-
porary, aud explains that every effort is
being made to meet the diffieulty eaused
by the shortage of water supplies and the
partial failure of the crops in the area
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veferred to. We must compliment the
Government on their prompt action in
this respeet. I realise the imporiance of
agricnlture, and I recognise thaf the Gov-
ernment have done the proper thing in
coming to the rescue; but I would
impress upon the Government that there
iz a wafer famine in other parts of the
State as well az in the farming distriets,
and that there is grave necessity for deal-
ing with water supplies through the whole
of the State as well as in any particular
loeality. I notice in the daily newspapers
that at 5 meefing at Waverley it was
resolved to ask the Government to con-
dense water at the Government battery
and to charge not move than 4s. or 5s. per
100 gallons. This price is what is paid
elsewhere for 1,000 gallons. The people
of Waverley point out that a permanent
supply eould be obtained from the Wan-
gine sonk, and I say the importance of
Waverley demands that those people
should be freely supplied with water. Last
year I had oecasion to declare that agri-
culture had run mad in this State, anel
again I desire {o impress upon the Gov-
ernment that the great mining industry,
which has been responsible for the wealth
of the State up to the present, must he
carefully and conscientiously considered.
An indusiry which employs nearly 15,000
persons every vear, which has produeced
£1053.000,000 worth of gold and has paid
£22.000.000 in dividends, i1s one that must
he considered in all respeets. I sincerely
trust this question of water supply for
the outlying goldfields will be seriously
tackledt. Ora Banda is a splendid place,
capahile of becoming one of the best
mining towns in the State, but te-day it
is sulfering from a water famine. I he-
lieve the Minister for Mines has inlro-
dneed a scheme which will serve to relieve
the distriet, and I congratulate lim on
having done so. When speaking of mart-
ters in these particular distriets I do so
becanse they are within my knowledge,
but remarks made in respect to these
places appertain to the whole of the golid-
fields—uorth, south, east, and west. Now
we come to the vexed question which ocen-
pied the atiention of the Minister for
Works the olher day on the Kalgoorlie
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goldfields, namely, that of supplying water
to low-grade propositions. Any criticism
I here offer adverse to the Administration’
will be, of course, directed against the late
Administration. At the same {ime, while
I aw puiling forth a few home truths it
will probably be seen how essential it is
to make an alteratien in tle charges as
far as the goldfields are concerned. There-
is at Coolgardie a mine known as Tin-
dal's. 1t is a low-grade mine, but it sets
a splendid example to most of the mines,
inasmnch as it has been working continu-
cusly for the last 18 years. It is a low-
grade show, and it has heen getting

water for a certain period at 3s
Gd. a thousand gallons. But the
moment it over-stepped that mark

it was pounced upon and asked to
pay 7s. That is not all. This particular
mine has a certain quantity of salt water,
which is better for treatment purposes
than the scheme water, but they cannot
ufilise that salt water, because the depari-
ment says, “You must take the whole of
the supply from us, or pay a higher figure
for what vou do take.” I maintain that is
ahsolutely unjust. With Mr. Franks, the
underground wmanager, I interviewed the
late Minister for Works, Mr. Daglish. Tha
late Administration wanted the mine mar-
agement to spend a certain amount of
money in getting pipes fo fake away the
salt water, for fear that by any chanea
{hey micht use a gallon of if, hnt the pro-
position of (he mine was that they shonld
pay the department the price charged for
the scheme water and be allowed to use
the water on the mine. Ts it right and
proper thai this scheme should be worked
in this fashion? I know that our dMinister
for Warks said the other day that il must
be worked on a commercia® hasis. I do
not think the thing shonld be worked tco
strietly on a commereial basizs.  While
every carve should be taken. it mmnat be
apparent that we ean extend commercial-
ism too far. It must be realised that we
are nof working one business or one
branch of a business alone, but various
braneles of a huge business; for instance.
the railways, the water supplies, and oiher
maliers, and if we lose in one deparhrent
we shall gain in others. And who shali
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say that the gold mining indusiry is not

the one from which, indirectly, we ean
et the greatest return? T (hink this
business should he taken as a whole and
not as a part. We should not put a pistol
to the head of a eustomer and say, “You
must take the whole of the water” That
is a policy worthy only of eombines and
trusts. I therefore hope that in dealing
with this qnestion of water supply every
consideration will be gpiven to {he gold-
fields. Let me say a word in rezard to
this magnificent water scheme of ours.
which was brought yto existence to serve
the Eastern Goldfields. The main capital
expenditlure has been £2,8066.454, and (he
supplementary ecapital £336,246 13s. 1d.,

or a tolal eapital  expenditure of
£3,252,760.  That has been deereased hy

a sinking fund, on the main capital of
£882,768, and on the supplementary
capital of £49,683, or a total sinking fund
of £032,452, leaving a capital for which
we are responsible of £2.320,248. T think
it must be admitted that whatever else
may be said of this work, it has enabled
the goldfields fo beconme immense pro-
ducers, and that it has even assisted agri-
cilturists, But T find that azainst that we
have to place £903,512, which has been
paid from the Consolidated Revenue to-
wards the sinking fund of this great
scheme. But ¥ want it to be realised that
we used o pay a deficiency of as much as
£110,000 in eonreciion wilh it, but now
we have got the deficieney down to
£25,000. This is a splendid scheme, and
we ask why we should be burdened with
a 3 per eent. sinking fund. This eapital
of £2,866,454 has sinking funds as fol-
lows:—On £2,500,000, 3 per cent.; on
£128,206, 1 per ceni.; and on £238,248,
1% per eent, Now it seems to me that it
would be a perfecily reasonable ihing,
and T think it is or was proposed by this
Government to reduce that sinking
fund. The vesult of that would be
very considerable. We need only
deal with the £2,500,000, and if
the sinking fund on that were
reduced we would convert the deficit into
a credit of £25,000 at once, and make that
money available for cheapening the water
on the goldfields in order to increase
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their productivity. Matters of this kind
require the earncest and serious eonsidera-
tion of the Ministry. If this reduction
were brought about the deficiency of
£25,615 wounld disappear, and we shounld
be ahle to immediately pay all our es-
penses, interest and sinking fund, and
have. as I have already staterd, a balance
of £25,000 available. But il wonld noi
onty de that. berause it must be under-
stood fhal the water schemne, even on the

woldfields, is sieadily and consistently ad-

vaneing. If we fake IKalgoorlie and
Boulder for the wvears 1910 and 1911
we find that the revenue in 1910 was
£168,792, and in 1911 £132,037, showing
an increase during the past year of
£13,245. Now it will he seen that the
best eusionier of the seheme is undoubt-
edly the goldields, and T sincerely and
honestly trust that the Minisley  will
take into consideratjon this great ques-
tion of reducing the price of water. The
eriticism of this matter up to the pre-
genl point is absolutely and essentially a
malter for the last Administration, and I
have endeavonred to point out and give
my reasons why ihat stnle of affairs
should he altered, and why the scheme
should be conducted more in the spirit
of a nalional enterprise than of a mono-
poly. T sincerely trust that something
of this deseription will be done in con-
neclion wilh it. Now, T just want fo say
a word or two in reference to ourselves.
1 take up the Kalgoorlie Miner and 1
drop across this statement of the Min-
ister for Works, “They were looking to
see where the consumplion could be re-
duced so that the pipes could keep up the
supply.” Now, that is a serious state-
ment, that the Government are trying to
discover where the consumplion can be
reduced so ilhat they can keep up the
supply. Then I pick up the morping
paper and I see the following headings,
“Tapping the big main, Goomalling to

be served. Acrcage rate proposal. Com-
prehensive  agrienltural  reticulation
scheme.”  There seems to be a contra-

dietion in those terms. Either there is
some explanation, or it is a bit extra-
ordinary. If theve is not enough for the
goldfields how can the farmers be sup-
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plied? This is primavily and essen-
tially a gzoldfields supply. I remember
that i1 was sent down on a deputation
from Coolgardie practically before the
scheme was sfarted, when iliere was a
desive to reticulate the lown of Northam
from the scheme, and so jealous were we
then of the waler supply thal we oh-
jected (o the main being tapped for that

purposc. Wiser counsels have since pre-
vailed, and I think we are ali thankful
that the scheme has been used for
other  purposes. Neveriheless, this
scheme must be  conserved for the
goldfields, because it is a goldfields

the one case we have the
Minister for Works stating {hat the
scheme must bhe worked on a business
footing, and then we have him staling in
Perih, “referving tu the 24 Farmers, three-
pence an acre would be a small rate to
pay for the scheme water. We are going
into it to see what rate per acre the
farmer can eavry.” If is not what the [ow-
grade pold mines can earry on the gold-
fields but what the scheme can get from
them; but down here it is what can the
farmers carrv? That is a legitimate
grievance for us to manifest in connee-
tion with this matter. I hope nothing
serious is being done; T do not think
there ig: but I am faking eare to get in
early in ardev that they may understand
the opinions and sentimenfs of one of
the goldfields members. T think I have
said quite enough on the water scheme
to malke myself understood. I want to
speak for a few minufes on another ques-
tion, namely. fixity of fenure in connee-
fion with mines. Mr. Gregory, the lale
Minister for Mines, was very emphatic
in stating thal we could not expeet eapital
to come 1o this eountry unless we gave
the capitalist fixity of tenure. He illus-
frated the case of Mexico. Heaven save us
from such illustrations as Mexico. We do
not want our miners and mine owners
1ake an illustration from the serfs of tb

country. 1 maintain that there is v
much lixily of fenure; it is praetically
the enrse of the goldfields of this State.
Take my own district, for instance, and
again allow me to repeat that I am speak-
ing on this only because 1 understand it,

secheme. In
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- and nob in any parochial sense whatever.

lel me emphasise and repeat also that
what has oecurred in Coolgardie has oe-
curred and is oceurring elsewhere: it ap-
pertaing to the whole of the goldfields.
We have at Coolgardie a mine known as
Bayley’s, which las produced 107,739
onnees, and which comprises about six
leases. What have the owners done?
During 1910 they produced 213 ounces
of zold hy means of tributers. They are
doing nothing themselves, but they are
holding on (o the mine in the hope thai
something will turn up in some other
way and that they will be able to realise.
Does anyone suppose for a moment that
heecause 107,000 ounces have come oul of
this lense there is no more there? It
is ridieulous. Coolgardie, as well a5 be-
ing one of the fairest, is one of the richest
zoldfields yet to be exploifed. Then we
come to [lindsay’s, now rechristened
Queen’s Cross, and this is a glaring ease.
T may mention that they think it advis-
able to reehrisien their mines from iime
to time so that they may lose their signi-
fieange in this sort of thing. 'This mine
has produced 4,594 ounces of gold, but
in 1910 it vielded only 415 ounces by
means of tributers. To my knowledge
this mine has been held for years in this
wayv, vet if properly worked and de-
veloped it would be a splendid proposi-
tion. Instead of that, it is held under
these tribute agrements in the hope of
samething turning up. Another point
ahout these iribute agreements is that they
make the men sign as if they were draw-
ing wages. The ohjeet of that is that
by and by they can go along and say,
“We have spent so mueh mouey on this
mine, and we wuni exemption by right.”’
That is the kind of thihz that is going
en in my district. Another feature of the
agreements is that iF the tributers strike
a big pateh of zold they have no chance
of making a rise. becanse the owners limit
the number of men whom they can pul
on,  There is no chance of them pntting
on 40 or 30 men and getting ihe gold
ocut quickly. The owners give (hem a tri-
Imte. but immediately something rich is
strnek they step in again and reap the
henefit and advanfage. This is the sort
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of thing that is called fixity of tenure.
Then there is the case of the Burbanks
Biribhday Gift, which has produced 150,497
ounces of gold, but during last year
produced only 2,000 ounces, For years
it has been worked by tributers; there
are only about 14 men employed on it
at the present time. This mine must un-
doubtedly have a lot of gold in it and be
worth working if people conld get hold
of it, but by this fixity of tenure, this
tribute system, this system of doing things
of the kind, the distriet is kept back.
Then we have the Wesiralin and East
Extension Mines, Ltd., which has pro-
doced 116,683 ounces, and in 1910 yielded
only (28 ounces. Exemption was recom-
mended to this mine by Warden Finnerty a
vear or two ago conditionally on the mine
being kept unwatered. If that condition
had been observed the mine would be
worth something to-day, but the Minister
overrode that recommendation and gave
them exemption wibthout any condition
whatever. The result is that the mine is
flooded and absolutely worthless to the
ordinary miner. Then we come along to
the Redemption Mining Company. This
show, of course, is held up by the Govern-
ment, but although it has produced
5,062 ounces it prodnced nothing what-
ever last year. There is machinery there
and it is a mine that is scarcely 300 feet
deep. It is so rich that they dollied out
of the specimens 1,257 ounees of the
yield I have mentioned. Is il reasenable
to think that the gold is exbausted af less
than 300ft. in depth? Buni this is the
kind of thing that is practised on the
goldfields from day to day. Let me now
say a word or two in a more pleasant
direction. The Main Lode adjoining the
Birthday Gift at Burbanks has pro-
duced 57,1330zs., and in 1910 yielded
9,698 ounces. Contrast that with the
Birthday Gift, whick has produced
150,497 ounces. Look at the difference
between that mine and this mine, which
is properly worked for what it coniains,
a mine that does not go in for exemption
and humbugging about, but employs from
one vear’s end to another 60 or 70 wmen.
Ail these other mines would be doing the
same thing if it were not for the curse
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of holding them in this way, and vet we
are told that we do not give securily
enough to capital. The Tindal's mine,
which T have already mentioned, has pro-
duced 25,235 ounees, and is a mine which
is conscientiously worked. in every way,.
and is one which we can afford to he
proud of. But when we see these mines
being worked in this way, and know that
we have a rich auriferous epuntry eap-
able of producing these results ten times
over, we feel aggrieved that the present
system should be' allowed to continue,
We do not feel aggrieved for the town of
Coolgardia only, because one town is no-
thing; what has to be econsidered is the
wealth that is lost to the community, the
employment of a vast number of men in
a legitimate occupation gaining wealth 1o
the community., It is stated that the
miner supports practically nine persons
in one way ov another. Tmagine the lost
wealth in this divection; imagine the loss
to the men on our agrieultural arens.
Even the late Minister for Lands will ad-
mit some of the best settlers in this State
are people who have been setfled ou the
land from the goldfields. If extra popu-
lation came aleng, how much betfer would
it be in every direction. Now I think I
have said enough in econnéction with these
few miring points. There are many
others such as the question of baltery
charges, that of the charge of 3dwis for
treatment of sands, and the question
among engine-drivers especially as to not
carrying out regulations in various places
and mines; I ecould go on for an hour or
so airing these grievances, hut I feel that
with a svmpathetic Ministry there is no
oeeasion for it. I sincerely trust if I
spare them much of my eloguence they will
quickly reward me by acting in other direc-
tions, Now just a word in connection with
the proposed Parliamentary Standing
Commitiee. I think we all realise that it
will be a step in the right direction. I
think we are all agreed by this time that
advisory hoards’ reports are not alto-
gether satisfactory. We have for instance
the advisory board’s report on the Esper-
ance railway. We all know what it con-
tains, a majority report in favour of eon-
structing the line G0 miles, o minority re-
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port in favour of experimenting. I am
pleased, however, to find the agitation in
this direction has even aroused interest in
the present leader of the Opposition, the
ex-Premier, becanse in his policy speech,
just before the peneral elections, he made
use of these sentiments—

There is one line whieh I must refer
to, and that is the proposed Esperance
railway, There is an immense belt of
country extending 30 to 60 miles north
from Esperance which may prove good
wheat-growing land, but the inspeetors
who classified some 3,000 square miles
of this belt state there is no natural
feed or water upon it. They point out
that the land is very porous, and the
salt water level appears to be rather
close to the surface.

Then he proceeded fo say the land should
be given a trial to show whether it will
erow wheat—a trial for a place that has
been produeing splendid crops for twelve
or fifteen vears! Something like 200,000
acres of land has been applied for in this
particular direction. Access fo the port
i= sought for most earnestly by the
people who reside on the Eastern Gold-
fields, becanse they say the shore of
the Southern Ocean is an ideal spot with
a climate superior to any other in Aus-
tralia. They point ont that they will get
a fine supply of fresh fish if they have the
line to Fsperance, though I am not so
sure of this because it is difficult to obtarn
fish even in Perth. At the same time I
think it must be realised this is a railway
that should be consiructed. T do not say
that the Government should burden them-
selves ai present with more than they have
done for this session, but I think this line
should be one of the first wmeasures for
next session. So far as ] am concerned,
I will heartily support it this session or
in any other session in which it may be
introdnced, as I believe it is a line that
is justified. I am pleased to find that a
Bill has heen introduced to awmend the
Industrial Conciliation and Arhitration
Aet. During the clections the ex-Premier
in his policy speech deelared his intention
of repealing the Act and instituting wages
boards in place of it. We saw, and justly
and properly =0 T maintain, that it would
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have been a misfortune to this country had
that oecurred. There is no doubt about
that. We pointed out during the whole
of the eleciions—at least I did, and I pre-
sume others did also—that, so far from
repealing the Aect, it was our duiy to make
it effective in the direction indicated by
Supreme Court decisions. That seems to
me to be a much more commonsense way
of doing business than actvally throwing
the thing aside altogether. Therefore I
am glad our Government have the oppor-
tunity of dealing with it. It seems to me
arbitration aims at twe purposes, the fix-
ing of a living wage and sirike prevention;
and, if any ecivil eourt can bring about
these desirable ends, it is an object worthy
of the greatest possible support. In Great
Britain a few days ago we saw an army
of 55,000 men called out to quell people
who were only asking for a living wage,
only asking to be allowed to maintain
themselves and their wives and ehildren
in deeeney and comfort. Seeing this
makes us vealise how negessary and
essential is an Aect such as we have at
present. In England over 100,000 aduli
railway emplovees are working for less
than £1 a week. We saw by the cables
the other day that they ave fixing the
ninimom wage at 19s. for adults. If hy
gsome such tribunal as the Arbiteation
Court we can fix a living wage and pre-
vent strikes we have solved one of the
greatest industrial problems of the age.
I think T have ogenpied the time some-
what longer than I intended.

Mr. Heitmann: Hear, hear!

Mr, MecDOWALL : No matier where
one goes, no matter into what assembly
one gets, the smallest in the world. when-
ever a speaker says it is his intention to
conclude there is always somebody silly
enough in the audience fo say ‘“Hear,
hear.” I really am pleased that we are
here with such a splendid majority, and
I am sure that my whole-souled support
will always be given to the Ministry; but
T shall eriticise them if T find things are
not as I think they ought to be.

The Premier: Will you only speak on
such occasions, when you ean eriticise?

Mr. MeDOWALL: I am not going
to give the Premier an opportunity of
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guyging me. I am not going to make any
rash promises, It is essential to speak on
some occasions when it is not necessary to
speak. I think that will be realised, and
I might he in that position on several oe-
casions. However, joking apart, we have
hefore us an opportunity of doing some
zood, and I sincerely trust we shall grasp
matters and avail ourselves of that oppor-
tunity; because then I feel convineed that
when the next general eleclion comes
round the people will, by a verdict as
sweeping as the last, say that the Labonr
party has justified its existence.

Mr. MALE (Kimberley): Before ad-
dressing myself to the Address-in-reply,
I would like, My, Speaker, 53 other mem-
bers have done, to offer you my eongratu-
lalions on your appointment to the high
position whieh vou now oceupy. I am
quite sure that your experience in Parlia-
ment will bave given you the necessary
knowledge to carry out your duties well
and faithfully both with eredit to yourself
and honour to this House. Since we last
wet many changes have taken place. The
Government of which I was a member
has been defeated and those who were sit-
ting on the Oppeosition side now oceupy
the Government Benches. Believing as T
do in the views of the Liberal party, and
holding strongly decided opinions against
the Labour platform as drawn up for
them by the Bunbury ceonference held at
the beginning of last year—the plaiform
all members on the Government side are
ohliged to earry out if possible—I need
hardly say how mueh I regret the change.
We have now a Lahour Government in
power, certainly not quite for the first
time, but for the first time with a working
majority. It is muech more satisfactory
for them to find that they are’in power
with a working majority than with a
majority with which they ean do nothing.
As I was saying, we have now in spower
a party with views of an advanced nature.
I congratulate the party on "their choice
of leader as well as on their ehoice of
Ministers. T believe the Ministers are
sincere men, who, like ourselves, are in-
spired with the desire to do their best for
the State; and I am sure they have the
respect of both sides of the House. It is
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not my intention to-day 4o discuss 1ihe
Labour platform, for after all we find
very few of the measuves laid down in
that platform referred to in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech. I did not anticipate find-
ing in the Speech much that would be of
direct inferest to that portion of the State
I represent. I fully appreciate the mag-
nitude of the task undertaken by the new
Ministers and T ean well pardon them for
leaving us guite ont in the cold on this
occasion. The question of new regnla-
tions affecting our land settlement policy
lras alveady been fully discussed by other -
members and I may be excused if T eon-
fine my remarks this afternoon to matters
purely affecting the north of this State,
more especially as I am now, I regret to
say, the only member on this side of the
House vepresenting that portion of the
Siate.
Myr. O’Loghlen: The sole survivor.

Mv. MALE: At the outset I would like
to make my position clear to the Fremier
and the new Ministry, Although T ecan-
not agree with them on their platform, at
the sawme time I ean assure them that on
all matters affecting the welfare and pro-
gress -of the Norih T shall do all in my
power fo assist them. Any knowledge T
may possess I am ready and willing te
place atb their disposal. The development
of the north of this great State should he
a gueslion removed from all party polities
and political strife; and when the Gov-
ernment take this matter in hand, so long
as they initiate a sound and progressive
policy I will assist them all in my power
both inside and outside the Chamber. The
members of the present Ministry have
promised on the one hand that they will
assist the pastoralists to obtain a market
and fair and proper prices for their stock,
and on the other hand to obtain for the
consuming puablie cheaper food supplies.
They have set themselves a big task, bui
not entirely a hopeless one. T would ad-
vise them to make full inquiries on many
points before deciding on any partienlar
line of aetion, and in recommending this
I do so after having read a civeular issued
by the Under Secretary for Agriculture
with reference to the question of provid-,
ing shipping facilities to enable stock
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-owners at all,the principal ports in the
north to get their fat stock to market.
That eirenlar I would like to point out is
crude, and Las not been issned with that
amount of forethought which is necessary.
It is not calculated to inspire confidence,
and I eannot eoneeive any squatter agree-
ing to bind limself, for at least three
years, to ship by Glovernment steamer. No
indieation is given as to the amount of
freight and charges to be ineurred, and
there is no precavtion whatever to prevent
cattle being landed in a glutted market.
Full supplies of eattle will continue to come
into Fremantle, and unless the sapplies
are regulated by some means, then they
will enter a flooded market, and instead of
the Government steamer being a blessing
to the squatter it may prove to be quite
the reverse. I would recommend that the
Government ascertain the number of stock
required for the metropolitan and gold-
felds consumption, then calculate if the
supplies arriving are sufficient, or other-
wise, and if not sufficient, then assist the
sqnatters to obtain freight for the esti-
mated shortage. We have in the north a
vast heritage, eapable of producing fav
more stock than we require for our own
consumption. We are to-day producing
more catile in Kimberley than ean be
marketed at Fremantle. Year after year
and for many years past we have been
overlanding thousands of catile into
Queensland; this includes a certain num-
ber of cattle from stations in the Northern
Territory adjoining our border, and
whose natural outlet is Wyndbam. To-
day thousands of cows are being spayed
in I{imberley, and the natural inerease
has not been allowed to develop. The
Labonr party have talked about what they
will do and yet if they are not careful
their melhods are such that may injure
the small squatter. They bave always
opposed the ereclion of freezing works at
Wyndham.

The Premier: That is not eorveet.

Mr. MALE: I think so.

The Premier: You shonld not think;
you shonld make sure,

Mr. MALE: We lost two seats through
advoecating freezers at Wyndham at the
election before the last, and on many
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occasions members of the Labour parly
have declared themselves to be in opposi-
tion to the erection of the Wyndham
freezer. FEven my opponent at the lale
elections opposed the Wyndham freezer.
The foet remains that the non-existence
of the freezer at Wyndham has necessi-
tated the overlanding of cattle to Queens-
land by as many as 20,000 head a year.
To encourage the squaiter in the north
and to develop that portion of the State we
must build up and secure an export trade.
The question of cheapening the Jocal meal.
supply is a large one and one that I will
not deal with now further than te say
that the prices obtained by the squatters
for their catile during the past few years
have been very low. That was instanced
even this afternoen by a reply given to a
question asked in this Chamber as to the
price obtained for the eattle sold from the
Government station within the last few
months, .

Mr, O'Loghlen: No one disputes
low price of catile up there,

Mr. MALE : I think myself that the
remedy, if any, of cheapening meat in the
local market lies at this end, and not
at the squatter’s end. It lies at this end
in the fact tihat lhe slaughtering and the
distribution of meat must be made
cheaper. It is quite eertain that our
meat supplies shonld be drawn from our
more southern grazing distriets, and from
these parts they eould be drawn regu-
larly every weak,

Mr. Price : If you think that meat
should be made cheaper at this end,
why advoeate the freezing works at
Wyndham ¢

Mr. MALE : Because we have a sur-
plus of stock there. 1f we were to bring
stock down here and give it away, the
publie would not consume it all,  Gov-
eriminent or municipal abattoirs should
be prgvided and made available for the
use of the small butchers, who wounld then
be in a position, if they so desired, to pur-
chase and handle their own eattle, in-
stead of being dependent on the large
shipper and bnyer. The heavy cost in-
curred in bringing stock from the north,
eoupled with the loss of weight on the
journey and the cost of holding and feed-

the
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ing in yards at Fremantle, prior to killing,
must always tend to keep up the price of
meat so long as the supplies are drawn
from the far north. The position we
have to face is this, we have surplns
stock in Kimberley and unless we are
able to build up an export trade, either
with live stock or frozen meat, then we
must continue to overland to Queensland,
ov cease breeding. It is no¢ use bringing
stock down here if the mavket is not heve
to consume it ; it would be folly to do
that and it would ruin the squatter. The
overlanding of stock in large quantities,
and for long distances such as to Quneens-
land, can oniy be done by the wealthy
squatter, and the small man must go to
the wall or sell to the larger man at what
the latter iikes to offer. Even if we gave
away all our ecattle down here the
people eonld not consume the whole
quantity because there would be a
large surplus over and above what
would be required. In connection with
the export trade, T would like to say that
for the last 12 months I have been trying
to build it up, and to some extent I have
been successful. It might interest hon.
members to know what has been done
in this matter. As one of the small
squatters, T have always had to seek a
matket for my own eattle. Last year I
was offered a price in Perth which I was
not prepared to accept, and 1 decided to
ship those cattle down here for sale on
similar eonditions as has heen suggested
in the Government eciveular of to-day.
With what result 7 T struek a glutted
market and netted a less price than was
offered to me earlier in the year, a very
unsatisfactory state of affairs, and for
that reason I would point out to
the Government the dauger of hringing
the siock of the small squatiers down
here, placing it on a glutted market, and
perhaps realising very little over and
above the freight and charges of bring-
ing it down. I warn them of that danger
before they start. Shortly after that
inquiries were made for stock from Java
and small frial shipments were sent
there. After several shipments had been
successfnlly made, the prineipals in Java
wrote asking me to go and see them and
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let them know what prospects theve weve
of avranging freights and supplies for a
regular trade hetween Western Australia
and Java. Naturally, after my experi-
enee, I was anxious to see suech a trade
established, so that we might Lave a fur-
ther market for our cattle, and I went
across to Java at the first opportunity,
which was as soon as this House went
into recess at the beginning of the year.
Afier diseussing the matter fully at that
end, I found that a trade could ouly he
worked and developed by agreeing to
make regular shipments all the year
round, not like the Fremantle trade,
which hon. members who are inter-
ested know is a matter of supplying for
seven months and ceasing for five months.
1 satisfied the Java people that supplies
could he sent from Derby or Broome,
Having got so far the question of freighi
and steamer space was raised, Being a
new trade there was some difficulty in
securing the necessary space theve, and it
was pointed out that unless the ship-
menis were regular and guaranteed all
the year round, the trade would he use-
less. This diffieulty had to be overcome ;
the Java people said they had done their
best and they wished to krow whether T
could assist them. I said I thought I
could do so by going to Singapore and
interviewing the agents there. I did so
and I am pleased to say that I was sue-
cessful, and regular shipments were ar-
ranged. To-day there is a trade of 260
head of cattle fortnightly between Derby
or Broome and Java, and I have every
reason to believe that this trade will not
only continue but that it will inerease.
This has also enabled us to export a cer-
tain number of sheep from our northern
ports to Java and Singapove.

Hon. W. C. Angwin {Honovary Minis-
ter) : Then the increased eost of beef in

the metropolitan area is not due to the
shortage of cattle ?

Mr MALE: I am going to refer to
that. A short while ago, owing to short-
age of cattle in Fremantle, the price went
up for a week or two.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : It is still up.
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Mr, MALE: Not judging by the sales
reported at Fremantle. Within the last
forinight stock has been sold at Fremanile
at a ridiculously low price, a price which
barely left a margin over and above
freight and charges from the north. As
I was saying, the prices went up abnorm-
ally, and I noiiced that some people attri-
buted this shoriage to the fact that cattle
were being shipped to Java, and they even
went so far as to suggest that an export
tax on stock should be imposed. I wich
now to try and disabuse the minds of
those people on that point. I have al-
ready pointed out that we have a sur-
plus of stock in Kimberley, that not only
hove we heen overlanding our stock to the
LEastern States for several years past,
but that we have alse been spaying
heavily. The class of cattle which are
being supplied (o Java are such as counld
nat be brought to Fremantle and seld to
advantage. The greater portion of these
cattle arve spayed cows, which would pro-
hably, if shipped to Fremantle, net very
little over the freight and charges en-
toiled in ecoming down. The bullocks sup-
plied are of a class not sufficiently fat or
prime to come down here and be sold
as prime cattle. Again, at the present
{ime it would not pay a sauatter to send
his prime fats to Java, as he obtains a
hetter price for them here in the local
market. The Java trade will not stand
faney prices. The catfle have to he landed
at a price to compete against the native
cattle there. 1 would urge upon the Goy-
ernment the advisability of appoeinting a
trade eomnmissioner lo visit Java and
the East. What we have starled in
vegard to cattle ean be done with our
flour, our fruit, our timber and other pro-
duets.  Owr millers are erying out for out-
side markets for surplus flour, and for
steamers to carry that surplus away. The
Premier had evidence of this when, s few
days ago, he was waited upon hy a de-
putation of millers. Those millers are
anxious to stop the export of wheat, and
to foster and build up an export of flour,
so that the offal may be retained in the
State, and the labour necessary for the
milling of flour be furnished within the
State. I wonld like to point out that

to-day 1,000 tons of flour is landed every
roonth in Java from South Auvstralia, and
is being landed there at lower freights
than can, at present, be obtained here.
Only a day or two ago three army officers
landed hLere from Java en route to the
Eastern Stiates to purchase remounts for
the Duteh army in Java. This is another
souree of trade which might well come
to this State. We want to work up a
sulficiency of {rade of eargo between
Western Australia and Java, Singapore
and the Eastern markets, in order to en-
able us lo command a more regular and
efficient steamship service, so that we can
say to the steamship owner, “We will
guarantee so much cargo if vou provide
us with a regular line of steamers”; and,
further, in order that, if the steamship
owner refuses, we will have snfficient car-
2o to warrant lhe Government in stepping
into the breach. With a population of
nearly 44 millions of people on one
island within three or four days’ steam of
our coast, the commercial possibilities be-
tween Western Australia and Java are
enormous, and by virtue of proximity the
frade is more properly ours than it is
that of the Easlern States. When the
cattle {rade with Java was first estab-
lished, so keen were the South Australian
Government to secure it that they offered
a bonus of one pound per head on all
stock shipped there. That was several
years ago, but even with that inducement
they were unable to build up the trade.
I want our new Government to he inter-
ested in this export trade, becanse, in my
opinion, it is in that direction we are
going to give the greatest benefit to our
primary industries, whether squatting in
the north, or agriculture in the south.
The opening up of this export trade for
our cattle, and the sucecessful results of
boring in Kimberley, lead me to antiei-
pate a great development in owr squat-
ting in the north. It is my intention to
suggest to the new Ministry a scheme for
the assistance of squatters and squat-
ting, On the one hand, financial aid has
been extended fo the seitlers of the =zoutl,
and I see no reason why the same assist-
ance should not be given to those in the
squatling districts.  One of the great
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problems we have to face is the peopling
-of the north. There are still millions of
acres of pastoral land available and now
lying idle.

Mr. Underwood: YWhere?

Mr. MALE: If you take the line of rab-
hit-proof fenee from Wallal to wheve it
.strikes on the Eastern (ioldfields, I am
given to understand by Mr, Crawford.
the Chief Imspeetor of the Rabbit De-
partment, that there are millions of
acres of Jand there still waiting to be
{aken up, and equally as good as a large
quantity of land already in ocecupation.
To enable a bezinner to open up and
stock these gréat waterless lands a pro-
zressive scheme is necessary, somewhat on
the line of what has bLeen dene in the
south by means of the Agrienltural Bank.
I may here refer to certain lands he-
tween Fitzroy river and the DeGrey.
How much of that country is taken up,
excepting the fringe along the sea border?
Nearly the whole of that waterless land
" is still unoceupied, and a large portion of
i is suitable for squatting if only water
were provided. I suggesi thai a party be
sent oul to mmspeet and report on those
lands. Suitable areas, if found—and I
believe they will be—should be reserved
from selection for a time. The land
should be surveyed and divided into
- blocks of, say, 200,000 or 300,000 acres,
varying in size aceording to the carrying
capacity of the ecountry. A boring parly
could follow up and seeure a  water
supply on each block, and these blocks
conld then he thrown open to selection.
We know that the water is easily obtained
there, hecause it is well within the artesian
basin. There are numbers of suitable
men who would be willing to embark in
this scheme. They would not require a
large capital and, if necessary, a pastoral
commissioner could be appointed to look
after and econtrol such a settlement. I
am cevtain a properly worked ouf scheme
of this nature would settle many men on
the wvacant lands, would increase the
carrying capabilities of this vast comn-
try, would biing in a revenue from those
lands, and would be a practical way of
making a start with the peopling of the
north.  The northern portion of Aus-

tralia is, in my opinion, pastoral eountry
pure and simple, and it is in that divee-
tion that we must expend our energics,
and T feel sure that these efforts will be
sueeessful. For those already settled on
the land it is my intention to ask that a
sumt of money be allotied from loan
funds for the purpose of sinking artesian
bores. Any squaiter requiring a hore on
his station will make application, and if
this be approved by the Governwent the
Government will sink a bore and, if sue-
cessful, charge the squatter interest on
the eapital cosi. So far as I ean see
T do not think it would be necessary to
ask squatters to pay sinking fund, for the
reason that the land helongs to the Gov-
ernment. The leases will fall in n 1528
and if we charge the squatter for the sink-
ing of the bore it would then constitule
an improvement to be bonght hack by
the Government when the leagses arve re-
sumed, In my opinion, it will he a 2ood
business proposition for both the sguat-
ter and the Government, It will improve
our Crown lands and at the same time
enable the squatters to obtain water sup-
plies by easy means, and thus be able
to carry much larger numbers of stock
than they ean at present. These
suggestions are non-party and non-poli-
tieal, and the more supporters they have
the more likely are they to become ae-
complished facts. It makes no difference
to me who is in power; the suggestions, T
believe, are good, and I frust the present
Government will give them counsideration
and, if possible, act upon them. I would
like to say a few words in conneetion with
our ahorirines. As members are aware,
the late Government started a settlement
scheme in East Kimberley, which embraces
the purchasge of two small eattle stations,
and the establishment of feeding depits
has been given effect to from those sta-
tions. Since then T find that hundreds of
natives have been discharged from our
prisons on the expiration of their sen-
tence for cattle killing. A few weeks back
I found there remained only 15 natives
convieted of this erime in our gaols in the
North-West. This led me to believe that
cattle killing had heen cousiderably re-
duced, if not stopped altogether, During
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my election campaign I had occasion to
travel several bundred miles up the Fitz-
roy, and I made a point of aseertaining
as moch as I conld from squatters and
others as to what the local eonditions were.
I regret to say T learned on all hands that
cattle killing is going on as badly as ever
on the back stations. The establishment
of meat” depdts has not yet overcome the
difficulty. The question will bhave to re-
ceive further consideration. The safety
of our white settlers and the preservation
of their herds must he attended to. The
establishment of o system of further de-
pots in West Kimberley may assist, but
if, after that, the natives persist in eattle
killing then they must be punished, and I
ean see no better remedy than punish-
ment by imprisonment, and removal from
the district of the ringleaders. T think
that is the only thing that would have any
effect. This is a matter which must re-
ceive the eonsideration of the new Minis-
try. Now let me say a few words in con-
nection with the pearling indunstry. Tt is,
perhaps, inadvisable that I should say as
mueh as I eould or as much as I feel, for
the reason that the gquestion of the pearl-
ing industry is at present receiving the
attenfion of the Federal Legislature. At
the beeinning of the year the late Mr.
Batchelor, then Minister for External
Affairs, was evincing considerable inferest
in the industry. Let me say, in passing,
how wuch the pearlers and I, myself, re-
gret the sad and sudden death of the late
Minister. e was a man in whose hands
the destiny of the pearling industry lay.
He had taken a great interest in the work-
ing of that industry, and had been suffi-
ciently long in office to be futored in its
methods. We always found him veady
and willing fo listen and give eonsidera-
tion to any snggestions whieh we might
prlace hefore him,  As T was saxing, al the
beginning of the year the Federal Minister
for External Affairs issuned a regunlation
to the effect that permits to introduce
alien labour for the pearling indusiry
would not bhe granted after the 1st Janu-
ary, 1913, except in respeet of boats on
which the diver and tender arve white men.
The effect of this vegulation has been to
put the industry in a very unseltled state.
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A deputation waited on the Minister in
Melbowrne and explained to him the im-
possibility of securing sufficient white men
willing to train for diving in the time
prescribed, and affer considering their
request the Minster granted an extension
of 12 months. The iutention of the Fed-
eral authorities to make the industry as
much a white man’s industry as possible is
something to be commended, and I am
glad to-day that the pearlers arve respond-
ing to this in a very earnest and sincere
manner. After much thought and many
meetings & secheme was drawn up by the
pearlers whereby they decided to endea-
vour to fit up five working luggers and a
sekooner for the purpose of carrying inte
effect a scheme for the recrniting and train-
ing of white men as divers and tenders.
This scheme, as may well be imagined,
will eost a considerable amonnt of money,
and it was decided to ask the Federal Gov-
ernment to assist in earrying il out, aund
further, to ask them to appoint an officer
to see that the scheme was worked properly
and effectively. It was alse nrged by the
pearlers, and supported by the late Gov-
ernment, that a Royal Commission shouid
be appoinfed to inquire into the whole
working of the pearling industry, also that
a bonus be given of, say, £25 per ton on
all shell raised by white men as an extra
inducement for them to come here and try
the work. The scheme has been drawn wp
and submitted to the Federal Government
for their approval, but owing to the ah-
geirce of Ministers in England at the Coro-
nation it has been considerably delayed.
The motion now hefore the Federal House
15 also delaying it, inasmueh as if a Royal
Cornmission be appointed the Government
will naturally await their report before
doing anything further in the maiter, In
my opinion, what the pearlers have to deo
is to effeclively prove the possibility or
otherwise of working white men as divers.
Firstly, they must prove whether white
men can he oblained who are willing and
ready to try the work, and having found
them, and assuming they are willing, it
has then to he proved that they are eap-
able of deing the work and willing and
able to endure the life. I have always
maintained that the industry is not a it



and suitable one to be worked entirely by
white men, and if it be found that white
divers and tenders cannot be procured, or
if procured, are not willing and able to
adapt themselves lo the work, I shall then
do my best to get the present methods of
working continued. At the present mo-
nment we have in London men who are
willing to come out and try the work. They
are men trained in salvage and dock div-
ing, but they ave not trained in shelling.
We are now only awaiting the permis-
sion of the Federal Minister to allow these
men to land under eontract. With the
possibility of the Royal Commission be-
ing appointed, 1 shall not dwell further
on this matter of the pearling industry.
To the pearlers this is a seriouns and eriti-
cal time, It was one of the principal
reasons that influenced me in again stand-
ing for Parliament at the last election—
not for the love of office or position, nor
yet for honowrs to be gained—I was
prompted to stand again by the desive I
had to assist the pearlers at this most
eritieal time in their history— to assist,
if possible, in saving this great industry
for these people who deserve it and com-
prise it; and in saving it for the State
of which they constitute no mean part.
Mr. McDONALD {Gascoyne) : Please
include my congratulations amongst
those you, Mr. Speaker, have already re-
ceived on the high position to which you
have been elected. The coming into
power of this popular Government has
raised great hopes in the breasts of the
people of Western Australia, and we feel
confident that when the members of the
Ministry have settled down in their res-
pective offices and brought themselves
up-to-date with the requirements for the
suceessful running of each department,
these hopes will be speedily realised.
We know il, because we know the men.
‘We have seen them and their work sinece
in 1905 they faced what the present Op-
position are Tacing now, a strong Minis-
terial party. They faced the position
nndanntedly and with perseverance and
untiring efforts, and the suecess of their
organisation was shown in the splendid
vietory afforded them on the 3rd Oecto-
ber. The Governor’s Speech has been
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criticised freely on both sides of the
House. Members of the Ministry have
been congratulated on bringing forward
important subjects for legislation, wise
and demoecratie. It is not necessary for
me to go over the same ground as others
have, and I am not likely to for the
simple reason that up to the present, al-
though every portion of the State has
been referred to, the great North-West
has been only slightly touched wupon,
When the member for Geraldton was
speaking: at the end of last week I had
hopes when he referred to ‘‘the coming
of the north” that at least the North-
West would have an opportunity of heing
adequately represented on this side, but
unfortunately he stopped at the Murehi-
son River. The member for Coolgardie
speaking to-day also sounded a note
which I thought would suit our purpose,
when he referved to the faet that much
had been done for the farmers of the
State. I had hopes that he would say a
few words on behalf of those engaged in
the pastoral industry in the northern por-
tion of the State, bui unfortunately he
came no further north than Ora Banda,
Waverley, and Coolgardie. Each mem-
ber, it seemed to me, made reference to
the particular wanis of his own distriet
and generally, after congratulating the
Ministry, referred in a more or less slight
degree to the welfare of the remainder of
the State. I may bhe pardoned then,
even at the risk of having a parish pump
hurled at me, if I refer more partieun-
lavly fo the policy laid down by the
Labour party for the development of the
great North-West, We have heard much
in the course of the debate about the
price of meat in the metropolis.  That,
members may be assured, is controlled
by what is called a meat ring. There are
two things in the policy for the North-
West which would do much to ensure
cheap meat for the people of the metro-
politan area, the first being the establish-
ment of a State line of steamers, and the
seeond a fresh elassification of the pas-
toral lands of the State. The late Minis-
ter for Agricultuyve stated that he thought
the Labour party had promised a boat to
trade between Fremantle and the north
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and north-west coast. They did more
than that; they promised a line of
steamers, and we who have been elected
to represent the north-west portion of
the State repeated the promise during
our election campaign. The pros and
cons of a State line of steamers have
heen pointed out on every election plat-
form, and those of us who are pledged
to State ownership in all things, the
ownership of the means of distribution
and exehange, need not ask for reasons
to justify this scheme. The member for
Fremantle referred in his speech to

the shipping disabilities which exist
between Fremantle and the north-west

ports. and to the appointment of a MMr,
Sinelair to report as to the best methods
of removing them. That report T have
not seen; I merely know of its existence
throngh the member for Fremantle. Bui
T know something of the methods of pri-
vate enterprise in this respect. Some time
ago a sheepowner in the Gaseoyne country
contracted with a private company 1o
forward 2,000 sheep to Fremantle. The
House has heard much of the dry season
in different parts of the State, and the
Gaseoyne constituency is no exeeption.
After great trouble the owner sneceeded in
ringing these 2,000 sheep to fhe port,
only to find that there was not space
available in the boat by which the sheep
were to be shipped, and he was forced to
send 1,200 of them hack to the station.
The freights from Fremantle to Singa-
pore are al the present time 12s. 6d. per
ton.  Private enterprise, however, in-
sisted on a man who wished to shift some
stuff from Carnarvon to Shark Bay, a
distance of a few miles, paying at the
rate of 12s. per ton. Sowme time ago a
business man at Carnarvon made a sue-
cessful effort, as (he member for IKimber-
ley seems to have done in his own distriet,
to establish a trade in live stock between
Carnarvon and Java, Singapore, and
other Eastern ports. Having established
that frade in live stoek he thought he
might be able to establish a trade in
cereals and other products of WWestern
Australia. When he approached the mer-
ehants in Singapore they met his pro-
posals very readily, but asked him. “Whai
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about freights?” He remarked that there
was no diffienlty about freights at all, for
the stuff would be landed at Singapecre
from Fremantle at 12s, 6d. per ton. The
merchants in Singapore laughed at fhe
idea, and showed an invoice and bills of
lading whereby stuff was landed in Singa-
pore from Victoria for 5s. 3d. per ton.
Furthermore, he asked what might be
done in connection with taking a shipment
of flour, say, 4,000 tons, from Western
Aunslralia and landing it in Singapore.
The wmerchants assured him it could not
be done owing to the absence of shipping
faeilities, On inquiry be found that the
export agent in the East for Vietoria,
Mr. Sinelair, regularly shipped econsign-
nents of 4,000 tons of flour from that
State to the port of Singapore. I have
no doubt that so far as this trade is con-
cerned, State steamers would go a long way
towards insuring cheap freights for the
producer. T met in town to-day the owner
of oune of the stations in my constitueney.
He brought down some thousands of
sheep from his station and they were sold
in Fremantle for 4s. 1d. apiece. The
freight on these came to 2s. 8d. a head, so
that after commission and other charges
were met there was very little left for the
grower. Another man sent down 3,000
sheep, and the result was such that he
declared it wounld have been better for

“him to have sent the sheep back to the:

station, taken the wool off them in the
coming year and then cut their throats,
I mention these things to show that al-
though the price of meat is high it is not
on aceount of the growers, it is on ac-
count of the shipping charges and the
other expenses of handling the carcases
at this end of the voyage. A steam boat
was vrecently chartered to bring 400
bullocks and 2,000 sheep from Carnarvon.
The cost was £62 10s. a day, and the
avernge speed was five knots an  hour.-
Another boat of slightly greater carrying
capacity cost £70 a day. Those who have
gone into the matter and nnderstand ship-
ping stoek, maintain that a boat that will
ship 500 eattle and 2,000 sheep and travel
at 11 knots an hour eould be chartered
at £90 a day. e can realise the amount
of interest that ean be earned on money
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expended should these ships belong to the
Staie. Steamships trvading between Ax-
gentina and different parts of Europe,
fitted up properly for the beef and
mutton earvying trade, may be had at the
cost of £30,000. Taking tlwee of Chese
ghips it would cost £90,000; and if we
estimate the charter rate at £90 a day, we
can see there is a very good business pro-
position in the matter. In regard to
angther matter I desire to mention, I am
emboldened by the example set by the
member for Fremanile who pointed out
that, as a Bill would be introduced for the
appointment of a Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Public Works, he wished
in the first instance to save the fime of
that committee by stating at once what
liig constilnency required in the way of
harhour facilities. Now, we have a jelty
at Carnarvon and just befove the elections
the laté Minister for Works went on a
tour of inspection, a tour of promizes. I
am informed the jetty at Carnarvon re-
turns a profit of £1,500 a year, so that
also, it will be admiited, is a very good
husiness proposition, but it is not capable
of coping with the increasing trade at
Carnarvon. As I was saying, the late
Minister for Works went on a tour of
inspection, and bhe was interviewed by
people at Carnarvon and taken to inspect
this particular work. He at once saw the
urgent neeessity for inereasing the length
of the jetty by 50 feet and widening it,
and he promised that a report would be
made. T do not know whether it was to
he placed on the Table of the House or
what was to become of it, but we have
not heard of it since. He promised fo
get the report frem the Engineer-in-Chief
and to communicate at once with the
people of Carnarvon throngh their mayor.
Thizs has not been done, but I hope the
present Government will recognise the
importance of Carnarvon wilh a view fo
having that work put in hand immediately.
While speaking of the jetty I may alsn
mention another work going on in the
Cascoyne district that might alse be
charvacterised as an electioneering job;
that is the huilding of the foreshore. Like
many other Ministerial works, it begins
at the right end and stops in the middla.
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Owing to the expediency, elficiency and
good work of the supervisor, the worlk
has cost mueh less than was originally
anticipated, certain things were found 10
be unnecessary and money has been saved
on the job in that respect; but I hope that
work will be ecompleted, instead of finish-
ing as it does in no particular plnece and
being absolutely useless to protect the
foreshore of Carnarvon against the lap-
ping of the tide. I hope as mueh more
will be done in point of distance as has
been done at the present time. I have no
exact idea of the distanee required, hut
it is something like 200 yards more that
will have to he done te complete the job
and render the foreshore of Carnarven
safe. Mention is made in the Governor's
Speech as to the encouragement of pro-
specting, and as to the latest discoveries
at Payne’s Find, Mount Igerton, and
other places. The Speeeh also says that
eopper mining is becoming more and more
a settled industry. The member for Roe-
bowrne will probably vefer more pariicu-
larly to copper mining later on. T jusl
wish {o say lhat during the elections there
were many industrinl disputes, strikes, and
one thing and another altogether militat-
ing against the suceess of this industvy;
and were it nwot fov the fact that an
amendment of the Arbitration Act is pro-
mised by the Ministry, the chances are
that, quicker than even the Minislry es-
pect, the industry atl Whim Creek will be
settled. I would like to remind the Min-
ister for Mines of the existence of sach
a place as Bangemali, According to a
report of the Government Geologist, Bang-
emall is situated in the Gascoyne goldfieid
ahout 270 miles from Carnarven on one
of the tributaries of the Lyons rviver aud
about 30 miles west of Mount Augustus,
one of the highest mountains in the State.
According to Mr. Maitland this field was
discovered early in 1896, but owing to its
geographical situation and want of the
necessary machinery for extraction, it has
not produced any large quantity of gold.
I would like to compare Bangemall to
Linden in the Mount Margaret distriet (o
show that the faet of nen-produciion of
zold in the early stages of the field’s ex-
istence does not show that gold is not
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there in any large quantities. The Govern-
ment Geologist, referring to Bangemall,
says—

The main or vertical shaft passed
throngh the reef at 35 feet. Free gold
may be seen in the stone lying in the
dump; the quartz is of the ferrnginouns
type ecommon to the reefs of Bangem-
all; portions are highly brecciated, the
interstitial cementing matter being
oxide of iron.

In 1903 a report was received from Mr.
Bennett, owing to a request being made
at that time for Government assistance
fowards helping the people of Bangemall.
That report also is lost, but Bangemall in
the three years of its existence produced
531V%50zs. of gold; yet the Government
are talking about giving assistance to a
PPlace much further out on the Gascoyne.
I refer to Mt. Egerton. I do not ask that
a Government battery be seni to Bangem-
all at onee on aceount of the 531l%ozs. of
2old won from it, but I maintain that an
expert should be sent there to look over
the place and make some offer to willing
prospectors. Some of the older men, those
who originally ‘took up the land in the
first place, are quite prepared to spend
from £1,000 to £2,000 for the development
of the district, provided the Government
will ensure for them some means of treat-
ing the stone when they have it raised. I
mentioned I intended ecomparing Bangem-
all with Linden. Linden was a promising
place in the early days of the Coolgardie
goldfields. Somewhere about the end of
last century, however, work stopped there
for the simple reason that the only means
of erushing stone raised by the prospec-
tors were two batteries owned by pri-
vate enterprise. Private enterprise was
so strong and so keen on accumulating
profits that before very long the pros-
pectors got tired of raising stone the
henefits of which only went to the owners
of the batteries, and the field was deserted
for five or six years. However, in 1907 2
gentleman well known in the mining
world, Dr. Laver, interested himself in
some properties there and a Government
battery, a small Huntingdon -erushing
plant, was sent to Linden. In 1907 the
total gold raised from Linden amounted
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to S20zs. Betwen then and 1910 no less
than 6,227 ozs. of gold was won from the
former deserted goldfield, and since then
400 tons have been erushed for 1,0000zs.,
bringing the total to 7,227ozs. from what
had been deserted as a mining centre. I
know these figures fall into insignificance
beside the mighty figures quoted by the
member for Cpolgardie in his speech to-
day, but at the same time they are not
without a certain amount of siguificance,
more especially as the voided leases in
the Linden district have ecrushed 7,000
tons for a vield of 10,0000zs. I mention
that as a comparison for the simple reagzon
thut what has happened in the Linden
may vwell happen in Bangemall, seeing
that better eonditions exist now than ex-
isted when Bangemall was discovered in
180G, The establishment of experimental
farms is also a subject T might bring
under notice. Some members of the Op-
position have mentioned the question of
itrigation in the south-western distviets.
TFor the last lwo or three weeks we have
had the Commissioner for Tropieal Agri-
culture and Mr. Scott, the irrigation ex-
pert, in Gaseoyne, and they have declared
that the country along the banks of the
Glaseoyne river is eminently fitted for the
growing of locerne. My, Scott went into
figures and they are so surprising that I
feel a certain amount of diffidence in
mentioning them; but the example he saw,
ground that had been sown with lucerne
and irrigated, produced lucerne of such
quality thal he said 70 sheep to the acre
was not by any means too high an esti-
mate to make of the earrying eapacity of
that ground. On aceount of the dry season
3,000 itons of fodder have been impaorted
to Carnarvon this year at the average cost
of £7 a ton. A small sum in arithmetic
will show that means £21,000 has been
spent by the people of the Crascoyne dis-
trict for fodder which under irrgation
might well be grown in the district. Bores
have been put down on both sides of the
(rascoyne and good water has heen fonnd.
I hope therefore that the Minister con-
trolling this particular depariment will
see his way clear to sending a water ex-
pert up there to guage as far as he pos-
sibly ecan whether water exists in suffi-
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cient guantifies in the river sands of Gas-
coyne to ensure proper irrigation of land
which, according to Mr. Seott, the irriga-
tion expert, are well worth irrigating, The
Labour poliey alse promises a eontinua-
tion of the present treatment of disensed
natives in lock hospitals. That is right
enough from a humane point of view; but
I maintain that, as far as those natives
who are not diseased are concerned, there
iz a slavery existing in Western Australia
move vile, more abhorrent than any which
existed in the Southern States of Ameriea
bafore the War of Secession. 1 had
pointed ont to me on one particular
station a native who had been drawing
water from one well for 20 years and the
only reecompense he received during the
whole of that time was an oceasional sfick
of tobacco and old clothes left by shearers
and just enough flour and kangaroo to
keep him alive, On another station in the
North-West all the shearing is done hy
natives. 1 passed through one where 13
of them had finished sheaving for the day
1,013 sheep; at another station 13 white
men in one day sheared 1,308 sheep. Those
who are employing the white shearers had
to pay 23s. a hundred, and to keep 12 or
13 shed hands, in order that the shearing
might be carried on properly. Those who
are shearing with the natives gave the
ringer a gun, and the natives got nothing
except their tucker. What sort of tueker
they received may be gained from what T
am abouf to say. A stockman was being
sent out with a _black fellow, his gin, and
three voungsters to look after sheep. He
said to the manager, “What about
tueker?” The manager said, “You ean
{ake for the nalives eight pounds of flour
a weel and allow them meat at your own
diseretion.”” The man, to a certain extent,
was humane, and said “How can you ex-
pect this family of natives to live on
that?” “Why,' the manager replied,
“before you eame here the native had two
move ehildren, there were seven altogether,
and they used to do it on six pounds of
flour a week; if, at the same time yon
think they can do it on eight pounds of
flour and not less, give them that muel.”
Those are the kind of things that ocenr
in the North-iWest; they are the result of
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my own experience. I have here a lelter
from a gentleman who spent seven yvears
in Kimberley and who knows as well as
any one in the whole State of Western
Australin the conditions whieh prevail
there between the aborigines and their
white employers. Fe says amongst other
things—

Now 1he mode of working these
natives is a disgrace to the Common-
wealth, Nearly all the work in the pas-
toral industry in Kimberley is done by
unpaid natives. . . .. It is a comnon
sight on the sheep stations to zee a gang,
consisting of men, women, and children,
erecting a line of fence. WWhen fencing,
the squatter presses all available native
labour into the gang, regardless of age
or sex. I lLave seen a gang of natives
of both sexes, old and young, erecting
a line of fenee in the heat of a tropical
summer, with two white mmen in charge,
who were paid o percentage on the
work done as an incentive to goad their
gang to do more work. Likewise the
man who is in charge of the native
shearers is also paid a bouns for work
done or the mimber of sheep shorn. . .
All the epmpensation the nalives gei is
just enough of the conrsest food and
clothing to enable them to do more work.
If a man kas a good or useful benst of
burden he treats it in a manner that he
calls “well,”” with a view to gelling more
work out of it; the same with the squat-
ter and his slaves. The native shearer,
wheo often sliears well over 50 sheep per
day, sometimes gets, after shearing, a
suit of clothing for his labour. More
often he gets nothing. . . .. It must
be obvicus to ail that a native who ean-
net read or write cannol have a clear
or intelligent understanding of signing
his name to a printed document. It is
almost impossible for one of the world’s
most unintelligent and primitive inhabi-
tants to thoroughly understand the dura-
tion of a year, and that in advance. . .

Yet, notwithstanding that, if a native gets
tired of the tyranny and harsh conditions
under which he exists, and runs away, he
is arvested and dragged before o magis-
trate, and given a term of imprisonment.
I wmaintain, therefore, that one of the first
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duties of the present Government is to
insist on the carrying out of the partien-
lar zection of the Aet velating to the treat-
ment of native employees, and although
they intend to {reat humanely those
natives who are unfortunately diseased, at
the same time they should not deny the
justice due to these whe have nof, I
was about 1o almost say ihe good
fortune to be diseased, bhecanse they
are mueh  better off in the lock
hospitals than if they were left fo
the tender mercies of the squatters.
Sowe hon. members dealing with the
Governor's Speech have referred to the
need in agrieultural distriets of agrieul-
{ural colleges. I faney, as well as build-
ing  agrieultural  colleges, sometling
should be done in the way of teaching the
farmers up-to-date methods of growing
wool. Wool is one of the staple indusiries
of the Commonwealth, but very few,
even amdngst the foremost woolgrowers,
kuow anything about it. It is not an
uncommon thing to see in a farmer's
flock of from 500 to 1,000 sheep, half-a-
dozen different types of sheep each earry-
ing different elasses of wool. Tt has been
said that the man who wonld make two
blades of grass grow where only one grew
hefore was a benefit to the community.
The same thing applies to the wool-
grower; the man who is able to make-a
gheep carry one pound more of wool of
better quality, at no more cost of labour,
and at no more_ cost of feeding, is Just
as much a benefactor to the human race
as he who makes iwo blades of grass
grow where only one grew before, more
especially in Western Australia under
present eonditions. I think, therefore,
that the Government might take into
consideration Lhe advisableness of ap-
pointing a sheep expert, whose duty it
would be to attend agricultural shows and
deliver lectures in agricultural disiriets,
and de, as it were, missionary work to-
wards furtherving the wool trade of West-
ern Australia, and growing a better elass
of wool. Another thing I wish lo deal
with, and 1 hope the Government will
carry it forward, is the guestion of pass-
ing a Shearers’ Hut Aecommeodation Aef.
Such a thing does not exist in Western
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Aunstralia,  All the other States of
the Commonwenlth have Hut Accommo-
dation Acts. In Western Australia the
conditions that prevail are simply vile.
I have seen on up-to-date stations, pice
homesteads, pleasant surroundings, and
good wool sheds, but the huts for the
shearers and shed hands were not fit for
a decent dog to live in. I have seen in
another place, where nearly £1,000 was
speitt on building a wool shed, men work-
ing in the shed having to take their meals
in & bough shed and at night time having
Lo sleep in the ereek or under a couvenient
bush. Tt is necessary, therefore, that
something should be done to better the
conditions under which shearers are
forced Lo live. Sometime age one of the
most upito-date stations in the North-
West, not wisling to go to the expense of
building aceonnnodation for the shearers,
put up eight or ten tents. Anyone who
has lived in a tent for any length of fime
will know that after a hard day's or a
Lhard week’s work in shearing, Sunday
should e spent under comfortable condi-
tions. Living in a tent does not, to my
mind, constitute what might be consi-
dered comfortable conditions. We are
also promised a repeal of the Licensing
Act. I do not know whether we should
be proud of the fact, but the constitnency
which I represent was the only one which,
at the vecent poll for an inerease or de-
crease of licenses, polled strongly in
favour of an inerease. We are a thirsty
constitueney and we desire that the Li-
censing Aect should be Tepealed as scon
as possible. The people there cannot un-
derstand, living in a hot climate and work-
ing lard, why a man should be able to
drink on six days of the week and not on
the seventh. We hope that the Govern-
ment in repealing this Aect, or amending
it, will do so in such a way as to allow
a certain amount of Sunday trading to be
done, so that the men need not be iotal
abstainers on the Sabbath. I am af one
with the member for Coolgardie in pro-
mising loyal support in all things, and
possible eriticism at times. T thank hon.
members for the patient hearing which
they have given me on this my first at-
tempt in addressing the Chamber.
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Mr, MULLANY (Menzies): In cow-
mon with other members of this As-
sembly before speaking on the Address-
in-reply, I wish to convey to you, Mr.
Speaker, my sincere congratulations upon
your election to the high and responsible
position which you oceupy to-day. 1
feel sure from my personal knowledge
of the present Speaker that he has the
necessary ability to carry out the duties
pertaining to the high office he holds with
eredit to himself, and, T feel confident,
with satisfaetion to hon. members on both
sides of the House. I also wish to eon-
gratulate my friends in the BMinistry
upon election to their honpurable and
onerous positions, and T feel confident in
iheir case also that the interests of \West-
ern Australia will be quite safe in their
hands. The member for Gaseoyne at the
beginning of his address stated that it
was a curlons faet that all members in
speaking to the Address-in-reply had
alluded chiefly to their own constitu-
encies and had neglected to make any re-
ference to the North-West. I believe the
hon. member must have forgotten himself
later on because he confined his remarks
almost absolutely to the North-West. I
do not intend to touch npon all manner of
subjects becanse I feel there ave other
members who have spoken on the Address-
in-reply who are more capable of dealing
with them than I would be, but I do in-
tend to eriticise some of the administra-
tion of the last Government, more parti-
enlarly in relation {o mining matters.
Representing, as I do, a mining eonstitu-
ency, I claim while T am not at all paro-
chial, that I shall be fair in my ¢riticism
and will vote in the best interests of hoth
the agrienltural or metropolitan areas,
just as freely and conseientipusly as I
shall for the interests of the goldfields.
At the same time I elaim to have practical
mining knowledge and I think I can deo
more good to the Siate generally by con-
fining my remarks to mining matters.
As the member for Coolgardie pointed
out, this great gold mining indusiry has
produced  £103,000,000 worth of gold.
Undoubtediy at present throughout the
Eastern Goldfelds there is, unfortunately,
a wave of depression, but as a goldfields
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resident of 16 years I have sufficient eon-
fidence in these fields to feel that they
are not yet beaten, but will continue to
prodnce gold in considerable guantities for
many years to come. The best legislation
we could possibly pass would be devised
with a view to keeping a large popula-
tion on these fields in the interests of lhe
State as a whole, and more partienlarly
of onr farmers who, without sueh a mar-
ket, might find themselves in diffienlties.
Il is in the interests of the agriculiural,
as well as of the mining population, that
the Government should see if they can-
not do something to improve the condi-
tions on the goldfields, just as it is in the
interests of the mining community that
we should have a prosperous farming and
agricultural community in order that we
may have cheap and good supplies. 1
wag pleased to hear the member for Kim- -
herley say that there is more fat heef in
the North-West than the people down
here could eonsume, This confirms what
was said at the recent elections, namely,
that it was not from a searveity of meat
that we had to pay so high a price for
it. Coming from the member for Kim-
herley, whe knows what he is talking
about, the evidenee he has given us is
most convineing; his statement proves
that there is something wrong in the dis-
tribution of the meat. Being practical
men the present Ministry may be relied
upon to see if lhey cannot do something
to bring the consumer and the pro-
ducer of meat in closer loush.  Then
there is the State baitery system. As
hon. members know, this system was ini-
tiated 12 years ago, and the late memher
for Menzies (Mr. Gregory) always
claimed eredit for its imitiation. 1 am
quite prepared to admit that the system
has done a great deal of good in the past,
but T elaim also, and I am speaking from
personal knowledge, that the public bat-
tery system of Western Aunstralia has
not been kept up to date, but has been al-
lowed to drift into a state of ehaos. Iis
administration has been such as wounld
disgrace a small private firm, to say noth-
ing of the Government of a State. I
know that public battery managers
throughout my electorate eannot get sup-
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plies or spare parts for their mills. They
write down to the department, and what
they mostly get in reply are letters ask-
ing if they cannot get on withont the
stores or parts asked for. Only a few
weeks ago there was a pareel of 40 or
50 tons of stone sent to a battery in my
electorate, and eight days were occupied
in completing that small erushing. Tt is
searcely to be wondered at when I tell
you that the manager was short of sup-
plies, and in his own words, was sick and
tired of writing t{o the department to get
them. Among other things he was out of
belt laces. He hiad previously sent to the
departmental stores, and in response to
his appeal was supplied with half a dozen
of these laces, which cost, I believe, one
penny each. The belt being no longer in
good ovder, in a very short time these
laces were worn out, and the manager was
at his wit’s end to replace them. Now it
chanced that some years before this the
manager had discarded an old belt lace,
and used it as a throng on which to hang a
bell around the neck of the domestic
eow, To such ends was the manager
driven on the occasion I refer to, that we
had the spectacle of the whole of the bat-
tery staff chasing this old ecow through
the bush for the purpose of recovering
that helt lace in order that the battery
might proceed with its work. This, mind
vou, ocenrred in my own electorate, with-
in the last six weeks. One of the great-
est grievances we have up there is this :
A considerable amount of the gold
values is not recovered by amalgamation
in the battery, but by subsequent cyani-
dation. As the residues or sands are
put through the battery samples are
taken and are assayed. The battery mana-
ger takes one sample and the prospector
takes another ; they cheek the results
and arrive at an agreement, and the Gov-
ernment eventually pay a percentage to
the prospector on the gold remaining
in the sands. But instead of the battery
manager having the power to pay the
prospector immediately on agreement of
assay, he has to wait, perhaps, two or
three months before the money is forth-
coming. I know that sometimes it has
been four or five months hefore a man
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was able to get the money for his
gold. I say this is not giving encourage-
ment to the prospectors. Further than
that, a little time ago I, as president of
the Menzies branch of the Prospectors’
and Leaseholders’ Association, was diree-
ted to wait on the late Minister for Mines
and point out these matters to him. He
stated that the reason why he could not
pay on agreement of assay was that there
was no eapital account set aside from
which to earry on this battery business.
I believe that is correct, but I feel conii-
dent that the present Government will
make an endeavour to establish a fund
in order that the prospector may get his
money immediately on agreement of
assay. We have tried repeatedly to have
this done, and some six months ago a ve-
gulation was brought into force giving a
so-called concession to the customers of
publie batteries. The concession amoun-
ted to this : if the prospector de-
sires lLe e¢an, upon paying two per
cent. to the assoeiated baoks, get his
money in about one week’s time. He has
to get his voucher from the battery man-
ager, and this is sent to the department,
and checked as correet, whereupon it is
sent back, and then the man can obtain
his money by paying the two per cent.
That is not fair treatment, The depari-
ment have to pay the bank in two months’
time, so the banks ean turn their money
over six times in the year; therefore the
prospector is paying 12 per cent. per
annum for the use of his own money.
Just eontrast these conditions with thosg
of the settler in the agrieultural areas. T
have no wish to say or do anything lo
bamper the settlement of agrienltural
areas, but whereas in the case of a settler
going on the land we make great efforts
to lend him cheap money, under this regu-
lation the prospectors are asked to pay
12 per cent. per annum for the use of
their own money. T also find that although
the publie batfery system was initiated to
break down extortionate profits private
enterprise was said to have made out of
crnshing on the goldfields, the position in
Menzies to-day is that yom can get stone
treated at a private mill at the same price
as at the public hattery. Further than
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that, immediately on agreement of assay
yon ean get your cheque from the private
battery, and eash it without trouble. Un-
fortunately, the grade of ore in the district
is not as high as it has been, and in many
cases all the margin the prospector gets
is in the sands or the residues; the whole
of the gold recovered by amalgamation is
swallowed up in expenses of breaking out,
carting and erushing, and in many in-
stances the unfortunate cnstomer of the
public battery has to wait three montbs,
always two months, before he can get the
slightest return for his labour. It is our
duty io keep the population on these
tields, yet this is one of the conditions
which are fast driving the people away. 1
believe that as a result of the mining ex-
perience he has had Mr. Collier will
remedy this particular grievance on the
goldfields, and see that a sum of money
is provided to place the battery system
on a better footing than it has been in the
past. The member for Coolgardie referred
to the goldfields’ water scheme. I agree
with him that it should be used strietly
as a goldfields scheme. TIf it can be
shown that we can spare the water from
the goldfields, let the surplus go to the
agricultural distriets. But, as everyone
knows, the goldfields are absolutely de-
pendent on the water supply, and it must
not be interfered with if there be any
danger whatever of a possible shortage.
The member for Coolgardie also referred
to Ora Banda. That distriet almost ad-
Jjoins my own electorate, in fact until quite
recently it was part of it, and I can bear
oul what the lon. member has said,
namely, that this is a distriet fully deserv-
ing of belter treatment than it has had in
the past.  There have been good shows
there, and there will be good payable pro-
positions in the future, but all enterprise
is hampered by the lack of water, I trust
an endeavour will be made to supply these
shows with this necessary commodity.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

Mr. MULLANY: Another thing which
I trust the present Ministry will continge
is the system which was initiated last
year hy the Minister for Railways, by
which reduced railway fares are granted
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to women and children on the goldfields
who are desivous of having a change on
the coast during the summer months.
Those hon, members who have ever put in
a summer on the goldfields will admit that
the conditions there in tbe summer ave
trying indeed, not only to the women and
children but also to the men; but the men
have the advantage that they are not con-
fined to the house, but can go about their
occupations, which women trying {o rear
a family cannot take advantage of. There
are hundreds of children on those goid-
fields of from eight to ten years of age
who have never yet seen the sea, The rail-
way fares are too high in many instances
to allow of the parenis bringing them
down to the coast. If the Government
have been justified in ibe past in spending
large sums of money in bringing immi-
grants to the State—and I do not say
that they have not been justified—it would
be a wmuch better policy to my mind to
spend a sum of money in doing something
to conserve the health of the best immi-
grants we can possibly get, namely, the
native-born  white Australians, for, al-
though for eight or nine months in the
year the goldfields elimate cannot be
beaten probably in the world, it is essen-
tial that young women and children should
get away from those parts at least every
two or three years. They eannot possibly
vrow up to be healthy men and women if
they do not get an opportunity of coming
to the coast during the summer months.
I am pleased indeed to see that it is pro-
posed to introduce a Bill to amend the
Arbitration and Workers’ Compensation
Acis, and I quite agree with one of the
previous speakers that this will be a better
way of dealing with this matter than was
proposed by the late Government, viz., the
abolition of the present Arbitration Aect
and the substtution of wages boards such
as exist in the Eastern States. However,
this maiter has been dealt with ex-
haustively by other members, and there is

"no necessity for me to go over the ground

again; but it is not my inteution to sit
down withont expressing my appreciation
of the intention of the Giovernment to go
on with the amendment of these two Acts.
I trust that our labours in this new Par-
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liament will vesull in the production of
legislation which will be in the best in-
terests of Western Australia in the future,
and, as T said at the beginning of my
remarks, I have every confidence in the
mmembers of the present Ministry, and be-
lieve that they are sinceve, that they have
the ability, and that they will put forth
their best eudeavours to carry through
zood and honest legislation for this State
of Western Australia.

Mr, TNDERWOOD (Pilbara): I de-
sive, Mr, Deputy Speaker, to congratulate
you oh your election, and also to con-
eratulate the new members who have been
elected to this House. If permissible, I
would also lilke to express my lively satis-
faction that Lhe etectors of Pilbara were
content to go on with the old member. I
would further like to congratulate the
leader of the Opposition on his assnmp-
tion of that position. I am of opinion
that he is eompetent to fill it. T have done
my best to put him there, and it seems
to me that I can take eredit for something
achieved. There are just one or two small
malters that I would like to mention.
The first one is in regard to the electoral
system in the North-West. In my opinion
it is desirable that all elections should take
place on the one day, and I am sure that
in this eonnection I have the support of
the other three representatives of the
northern portion of the State. The matter
can easily be arranged. It is only a ques-
fion of giving us some longer time be-
tween nomination and election day, and
it will be necessary to abolish that system
of prefereniial voting, and allow postal
voters to recovd their votes after the issue
of the writ. I trust that before the next
election eomes round the Government will
have introdueed and carried through
another electoral Bill, and in that Bill
they will provide that the whole of the
elections shall take place on one day.

Mr. Male: Hear, hear.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: In regard to the
few vemarks that have heen made during
this debate, T am sure that the present
Government are very thankful to the
member for Kimberley for his good ad-
vice, but one almosts regrets that he did
not endeavour to give effect to it when
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ke was a Minister himself. However, we
will bear it in mind, and I ean assure
that hon. member that the people of the
North-West have a long way better chance
of Dbeing attended to now than when the
previous Governmenut were in office. The
hon. member for Kimberley made some
statements in regard to pastoral lands in
the North{West, with which I agree to
an extenf. He made the assertion that
there are millions of acres of land up there

“unleased ; I agree that there is o good deal

of land, pacticwarly south of Wallal, bul
the difficulty is that so far they have been
unatile to find water. T agree with the hon.
member that it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to send out a boring or well-sinking
party into that portion of the State, and,
if waler ean be found in that belt of coun-
try there are undonbediy milkions of arres
of good sheep country which will then be
leased. So far, however, privata enter-
prise has failed to find water sonth of
Wallal. It is not my intention te deal at
any great length with the question of the
imprisonment of aborigines. but I wounld
like to point out to the member for Kim-
berley that some years ago the State ex-
pended some thousands or tens of thou-
sands of pounds in arresting uatives and
imprisoning them, and cattle-killing did
not decrease. The hon. member points
out now that we have ceased to imprison
the natives and they still kill cattle, but
the fact remains that they killed them when
we did imprison them, aund it is a matter
for consideration whether imprisonment
was worth what it cost the State. I have
every sympathy with the cattle men of
the Kimberleys, but at the same time
T am of opinion that the imprisonment of
natives indiscriminately, as they were im-
prisoned in the past, was not an effective
remedy. We may possibly find oub some
better remedy in future. There is just
one word I would like to say with regard
to the remarks made hy members repre-
senting the eastern goldfields consiituen-
cies as to the desirability of having special
railway fares to bring people from those
goldfields down to the coasi. My experi-
ence of the eastern goldelds climate is
that we should have special trains to take
people from Perth to that portion of the
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State. To my mind, it bas the best climate
in the world, and the man whe is looking
for fresh air cannot do belter than go to
Kalgoorlie or Cooclgardie.

Mr. Mullany : Conld you put in twelve
months there?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: [ could put in
twelve years there and probably be betier
than I am now.

Mr. Green: But they do
change every fwelve months.

Mr. UNDERWOOQOD: I desire to con-
gratulate the past Governiment on their
having achieved a surplus, but at the same
time it is my duty to point out that the
£13,000 whieh they had as a surplus—
and they can add another £13,000 to it—
was practically taken from the works that
should have been done along the north-
west coast. The whole of the Govern-
ment services from Geraldton northwards
have been starved, and, if a similar course
was adopted in the south, it is no wonder
that the Government had a surplus. I
trost that the present Government will not
endeavour to get a surplus by starving the
services and neglecting necessary repairs
io Government works, We lhave heard a
areat deal during the present debafe as to
ihe cost of living, and it is stated thal wilh
the vise of wages the cost of living neces-
garily increases. 1 heard that statement
made many years ago. It started first, so
far as 1 know, in New Zealand. Ramsay
AMaedonald eame along, and lhe pushed it
right across this continent; the Press got
hold of it, and chortled it from Albany to
Thursday Istand. Then it struek the hon.
member for Northam, and he immediately
imparted his fallacy fo this expeetant
House.

Mr. Mitchell: What was that?

Mr. GNDERWOOD: In regard to the
vost of living. The hon. member stated
that the merease of wnges necessarily
brings about an increase in the cost of
living. I propose, for a moment or two,
{o project a few rays from the light of
facts on this fog of theory. The hon.
member stated that if we inerease the
wages for making boots we will increase
the price of boots. T understand some-
thing in regard to the boot trade, and
what are the circumstances? Twelve or

reqnire a
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fowrteen years ago I worked at the boot
trade, and I ean say that I never worked
a full week in which I did not earn over
£3; at the present (ime the wages ave, I
think, £2 155, Turther than that, during
the last 15 years there has been much
machinery introduced into that trade, and
that has reduced the number of haunds by
at least 33 per cent, There has been a
slight inerease of wages during the last
year or two, but at the same fime we have
had machinery introduced which has dis-
placed at least one-third of the men em-
Ployed in the trade. If wages had risen
33 per cent,—and (hey have not risen 5
per cent.—then boots should be sold at
the same price they were sold at 15 vears
ago. We have in every industry improved
methods, improved machinery and better
organisalion ; and, as a matter of positive,
indisputable fact, the amount of produce
turned out by each workman is greater
to-day than ever it was, and greater in
proportion than the wages paid. It is not
only in,the boot trade. We have, for in-
stance, the printing trade; and the Daily
News and other literary jomrnals and poli-
tical economists ecome forward with a pro-
position backing up the memher for
Noribam in his statement that a vise of
wages means a rise in the cost of living,
In the printing trade, as they know well,
the introduetion of the Hoe machine dis-
placed hundreds of men, and after that
they had ihe linotype machine. The man
on (he linotype machine ean do abont
four times as much work as was done
previously by the ordinary hand-setting.
The Daily News proprietors and all others
know perfectly well that they can run
their establishments to-day, notwith-
standing a slight inerease in wages,
at from 30 to 50 per eent. less cost
than they eonld ten years ago. Yet they
tell us that a rise in wages means a
rise in the eost of living, We have again
agriculture, and I am sure the member
for Northam will agree with my assertion
that there have been preat strides made in
the method of working a farm during
the last few vems. I ean remember quite
recently when we had reaping machines,
and it iook about eight men to run behind
a machine to bind a crop ns it was cul.
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To-day we have a reaper and binder and
we do away with those eight men and do
away with the wages of eight men, We
have innumerable other improvements in
the agricultural industry. It is only a
few years ago when a man used to walk
behind a one-furrow plough; to-day he
sits on top of the plongh and uses up to
a dozen furrows. Yet they say that an
increase of wages means an increase in
ihe cost of living. As a matier of faet
it is well known to the member for Nor-
tham and other political economists that
a man working on a farm to-day under
present methods ean do ten times the
work done 20 years ago, and if the wages
of farm labourers had risen 100 per eent.
or 1,000 per cent. the farmer would still
be producing cheaper to-day than he was
20 years ago.

{The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. UNDERWOOD: In almost every
industry we find we have improved
methods and that a man to-day can do
anything from 50 to 500 per cent. more
than a man eould do 20 years ago. In
the engineering trade we have pneumatic
drills whereby a man can do as much in
an hour as previously he could do in a
week. We have innumerable improve-
menfs. Even in the pastoral industry we
have improvements in the shape of wind-
mills. Tt is not so long age that a number
of natives and others used to be employed
puiling water with windiasses or whips.
Now we simply have windmills, and there
arve still further iniprovements going on
in the way of motor pumps to aet as
auxiliaries to the windmills, We have to
look to some other eause for the vise in
ilie cost of living than a rise in the cost of
wages. The position is this, that as there
is a rise In wages there is a rise in rent.
Every time there is prosperity in any of
the indusiries we find that the landlords
inerease their rents. They are inerensing
them in Perth at the present time. TFun-
ther, in the agrienitural eountry we find
that, as improvements are made in the
way of productiveness, as improveihents
are made in the working of the industry,
so land values inerease; and practically
all these inventions which should be for
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the benefit of the whole of the com-
munity go to bunild up the profits of the
landlord. 1t is only a few years ago that
the Bank of Western Australia was pay-
ing, I think, 5 or 6 per cent.; to-day it is
paying 20 te 25 per cent.

Mr. Mitehell: Tt has never paid much
less, you know.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T beg to differ
from the hon. member, This is the posi-
tion. All these improvements in produe-
fion praciically mean higher rents and
higher dividends to bank shareholders.
Now the Government propose fo take a
hand and endeavour, if possible, to bring
about a better method of distribution of
this wealth; and one of the first things
they shomid do, in my opinion, is to at-
tend to those landlords who are at the
present fime setting their rents np to the
last  possible penny and provide the
people with houses to live in at a reason-
able cost. Again, as I have pointed out,
as production inereases land values on the
agricultural areas increase; thevefore the
Government propose to stop selling the
land and give a4 man only the land which
he ean work and not allow him to enslave
his fellows by means of rack rents. The
member for Northam smiles, hui I am
of opinion that before the Government
are finished he will smile the other side
of his face.

Mr. Mitelell:
pecting to.

Mr. UNDERWOQD: TIn fact, after
the Government have got in full swing
the hon, member will never smile again.
There is another eanse which tends to in-
erease the eost of living, that is, mono-
polies of facilities. One of the greatest
monopolies that has siruck Australia has
a firm orip on the whole of the North-
West of this State. We have been asked
is there a meat ring, and I see there is a
man writing—at least, I think it is & man
—stating there is no meat ving. T have
just eome down from the North, and I
am eonvinced it is oniy a rumour! It is
wonderful how these rumours get about!
I just wish to say that in the Piibara dis-
trict there ave tens of thousands of head
of catile, and it is almost impossible in
give them away, One cannot sell a bulloek

I believe yvou; I am ex-
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in the Pilbara district for much more than
the valne of the hide, yet meat is 1s. a
pound in Perth, and then people say there
is no meat ving. I want to speak for a
moment or two in regard to this eombine.
This is not only a combination of the
hutchers here but there is in combination
with it Holt’s line of steamships. They
are doing enormous damage; they are
preventing to a very great extent the pro-
gress of Western Anstralia, and particu-
larly the progress of the north-west por-
lion of it, Holt’s Company are posses-
sors not of millions but of tens of mil-
lions of reserve money. They have the
power to crush out any opposition, that
comes against them. The Adelaide Steam-
ship Company is a little lizard when it
comes up against Holt’s line, and finds it
has practically to do what Holt's Com-
pany tells it to do in so far as the trade on
the north-west coast is concerned. I
wish to give one or two instances of the
treatent meted oui to the citizens of the
North-West by this cormorant combine.
They will not eall in at the varions ports
coming south for the reason that the
hoats are acting as feeders for Holt’s lina
at Singapore, and they want to drive the
produce along the north-west eoast of
Australin to find cargo for Holt’s line
from Singapore to London, so that they
will not take any stuff on the south trip.
I have just pointed out the Adelaide
Steamship Company is absolutely under
their control, and has just to take what
it ean get. We have the position to-day
that thousands, I believe tens of thousands
of bales of wool are lying on the various
jetties along the coast. The member for
Kimberley will bear this out. At Port
Hedland jetty there is no room to move
for wool lying there, yet these ships pass
and pass again, and it is impossible to get
the wool shifted because Holt and his com-
pany have a monopoly on that coast and
can defy all competiiors. For instance,
it is only just ordinary for eargo to be
carried past Carnarvon, Point Sampson,
or other porfs, right on to Singapore, and
dropped on the back trip. The member
for Kimberley, 1 know, will bear this out.
I bave seen a wayhill where a shipper
complained that he had a certain number
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of pieces of timber short. They admitted
there was short delivery, but elaimed they
were not responsible for any timber under
4 x 4. As it happened the timber was
3 x 3 that the man wanted, but I am of
opinion that if he had wanted 6 x 6 they
would have fold him they were not
responsible for anything under 2ft.
That is a position which in my opinion is
intolerable, It is impossible for any
other company to attempt to compete
against Holt’s, therefore it is the duty of
the Government to put steamships on
that coast, and I want to say if they do
that they should make no mistake about
it, and they shounld see that they get the
freights and cargo. We have to bear in
mind that we own the wharves along the
north-west coast and it is possible to
get the freights by increased wharfage
charges, and if Holt tries to cut us
out we can inerease the wharfage
charges and reduce the freights to prae-
tically nil. The sooner the Government
take in hand a scheme whereby they will
put Helt’s ships right off this coast alfo-
gether, the better it will be for that por-
tion of the State and the whaole of West-
ern Anstralia. With regard to the meat
ring, I would like to vefer to a few faets.
We have at Port Hedland a man who is
shipping about 400 sheep and a few goats
each trip to Java and Singapore. That
went on for a month or two, but sud-
denly Holt’s line made freights prohibi-
tive and went to Derby and got sheep
there from one of the meat ring. The
small man at Port Hedland was shut ont
of the trade for the benefit of the big
man at Derby. This is an absolute and
positive faet and it is now impossible to
ship a bullock, a sheep or a goat at Port
Hedland or anywhere northward. The
meat ring has combined with Holt’s ship-
ping ring beyond all doubt, and any man
outside of that ring— Connor and
Doherty, the Copleys, and Emanuel and
Company—ecannot possibly ship to those
places which the member for Kimberley
has been telling us about. I have here
a letter from a man who has thousands
of bullocks in the Pilbara district and I
would like to read a paragraph from it
to show that it is not the increase in
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wages which bas been responsible for the
increase in the price of meat, but the
combination of the meat ring and the
shipping ring—

There are about 50,00 head of cattle
in this distriet not eounting Roebourne
or Broome, and their price would be in-
ereased if there was a market. At
the present moment we cannot give
cattle away. e are willing to deliver
300 head of stove bullocks at Mingenew
or any other part of the Eastern Gold-
fields at £4 5s. a head, but eannot get
an offer. The same bullocks we will
deliver in Port Hedland at £3 5s. Forty
per cent. of them will be fats, the rest
of them will be fit for canning.

There is the position. I know the station
and I know that the bullocks are there.
They have had fat bullocks there for
years,

Mr. Maie : Would you advocate a State
stenmer going to Java and Singapore to
market the stock ?

Mr. UNDERWOOD : I certainly would
advocate a State steamer fo hegin with,
and we could see where we could send it
to afterwards. I want to see the people
of Perth and the goldfields get cheaper
meat than they are getting to-day, and
so fav as T am concerned I am not going
to worry my lhead about sending bullocks
or sheep to other places until there has
been at least 50 per cent. taken off the
price of meat in Perth. It seems to me
from absolute experience that there is
no remedy for this condition of affairs
except State owned steamships. I am
cerfain that it is impossible for any pri-
vate enterprise to come into competition
with Holt’s line, Holt has too many
millions in reserve to permit of anyone
heating him and there is no private en-
terprise game enongh to tackle him ;
therefore it is the duty of the State to
push Holt off ihis coast, and the sooner
that is done and his black erews with him,
the bheiter for Western Australia. I
have no intention of speaking at any
great length and there is only one
other subject T would like to say a
few words upon; that is with regard
to the peacling industry. As the member
for Kimberley has pointed out, the
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Federal GGovernment have given notice
that in JFanuary, 1913, or just about
about 14 months hence they intend to
bring about a very great change in the
labour emnployed there.

Mr. Male: It has been extended for
airother twelve months.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I was not aware
of that. I want to point out that it will
be necessary in my opinion to give some
nssistance to those at present in the pearl-
ing indusiry in the North-West of tle
State. The position is that there are guiie
a nowber of small owners and I believe
in this respect they are in an entirely
different position from thai occupied by
the pearlers on (he Norih-East coast of
Australia. 8o far as I can learn—T have
ounly hearsay evidence, but I believe it to
be faivly correct—at Thursday Island
practically all the boats are owned by Jap-~
anese, and the white men there are merely
dumnies for the Asiatics. In the North-
West of this State, however, we have quite
a number of small men who own their
own boats, quite a number of Australians,
I know a number of these men and I have
worked witlhh them. They are men who
have worked hard, got together a few
hundred pounds and invested it in pearl-
ing boats, and that is practically all they
have to-day. To bring in suddenly the
conditions proposed by the Federal Gov-
ernment would mean that these men would
practically lose their boats. I give way
not one jot on the position ihat that
should he a white industry, and if it is
not possible to work it with white men.
1 say close it down. At the same time I
hold it is the duty of the Government to
do the best they possibly can for these
men. They should not be asked to saeri-
fice their investinenis and to a certain ex-
tent their living for the henelit of West-
ern Australia. I trust that the Premier
will consider this ¢uestion and endeavour
to get a thorough inqguiry as to the best
method of introdueing white labour inte
the pearling industry. The position is
that there nre something like 350 or 400
hoats on the North-West eoast and the
proposal is that they shall have a white
diver and a white tender. which meaus
that there must he 700 white men intro-
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duced into that industry, and allowing for
the time they are ashore, the men shifting
from boat to boat, we practically want
1,000 while men there, From the state of
the labour mavket to-day I am convineed
that of their own volition we would not
get anything near the required number in
the time allowed; therefore I hold that
the Government should endeavour by
every possible means to get white men
into that industry, and it should not mat-
ter whether it cost a few thousand pounds.
The peavlers in my opinion are as much
entitled to consideration as the sugar
growers were and possibly more so, and
T trust that the Premier will do his utmost
to induce the Federal Government to have
a thorough inquiry made into the industry
and endeavour fo secure some provision
for puiting white men on these boats when
the time comes for the Asiatics to leave

The Premier: A Federal Commission
has besn suggested.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: I am aware of
that, 1 have hefore me a eopy of the Fed-
eral Hansard showing that a motion has
been moved by a private member but so
far the Federal Government have not given
any mdieation of their position on the
question. I thought it might be advisable
to speak during this debaie with regard
to the guestion and that we might be
able to induee the Federal Government to
give the fullest possible consideration to
the maiter. I have no more to say at the
present time, but I trust that the Gov-
ernment will be in power for 15 or 20
years and I feel eonvinced absolutely that
if they have time to become familiar with
their work they will show the people of
Western Australia the way to run a conn-
try and what legislation is.

Mr. PRICE (Albany): 1 desire af the
outset to join with the many other mem-
hers whe have preceded me in compli-
menting you, Mr. Speaker, on your ap-
pointment to the high and honourable
position yon now oceupy. It has been
stated that you are young in years for the
position you now hold, but it is plensapt
to realise that that objection must dis-
appear with the break of every succeed-
ing day. May I also say that the election
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of one so young in years to the high and
important position you oceupy is an ob-
jeet lesson that may well be taken to heart
by the vouth of Australia, as showing the
possibilities for those who work earnestly
and faithfully in the interests of their
country. I regret exceedingly that the
leader of the Opposition is not present in
ihe Chamber this evening, first, hecanse I
understand he is absent through ill health,
and second because I never care to refer
to or eriticise remarks made by a member,
during his absence. However, much that
was said by the leader of the Opposition
with regard to the recent election cam-
paign was repeated later on by the mem-
ber for Northam. We are told that hon.
members on this (Government) side in-
dulged in a crusade of misrepresentation.
Misrepresentation, we are fold, emanated
from members on this side of the Hounse,
I see a thin glimering smile hovering over
the countenance of the member for Green-
ongh (3r. Nanson). Misrepresentation!
Could there he any more vile misrepresen-
tation than tbat indulged in by members
who are now in their proper places on
the Opposition benches?  They started
this erusade of misrepresentation; and,
not only did we find them misrepresenting,
hut we found them using the funds of the
country to aid them in that tirade and
erusade of misrepresentation. We found
the lender of the Opposition using the
funds of the State.
The Premier: Not me?

Mr. PRICE: No. I mean the present
leader of the Opposition. I trust I shall
never have to aceuse the present Premier
of converting the fands of the State to
the use of his party. The present leader
of the Opposition inenrred an expenditure
of £167 3s. 4d. for a special train from
Perth to Albany, to indulge in that very
{hing which he himself rizes in this Cham-
ber and condemns, a crusade of misrepre-
sentation. The then Premier told the
people of Albany that if I were returned
I would assist the Government to take
away the people’s freehold. Is that not
misrepresentation? XNo one kunew better
than the hon. member for Sussex and his
colleagues that no such projeci was in-
tended by the present Government.
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The Minister for Works: Do you call
{hat misrepresentation?

Mr. PRICE: Yes, what else is it?

The Minister for Works: I shounld bave
thonght yon could get a better word.

Mr. PRICE: There are many more
emphatic words, but I refrain from using
them, out of vespeet for the feelings of
ny friends opposite. Their feelings have
been sufficiently Incerated during the past
six weeks withont my using strong words
io make them feel more deeply the depths
of political degradation to which they have
fallen. Let me refer to the leader of the
Opposition; becanse when I drew atten-
tion to this expenditure of public money
for electioneering purposes it was stated
in answer that the train wsed by the then
Premier was availed of for freightage pur-
poses also. I regret that the Minister for
Railways did not find out exactly what
was meant when that litile paragraph was
tacked on to the answer he supplied to my
question. For at the time this train was
used by the then Premier, at the time it
was available for the haulage of freighbt,
{wo engines were attached to it, the engine
required by the special and the engine
which otherwise would have been nsed for
the hauvlage of freight.

The Minister for Works: That was in
order that they eould have two trains on
one seclion.

Mr. PRICE: That is the exact reason
for both the engine taking the speeial, and
the engine whieh should have heen en-
zaged in hauling goods, being aftached to
ihe one train; consequently the drawing
of altention Lo the faet of the train being
engaged for hauling purposes is mislead-
ing to the public. The train came into
Albany with two engines, one of which
should have been used for haunlage.

The Premier: We will have to consider
waking a snrcharge.

Mr. PRICE: Yes, if yon ean get it. But
not only is there reason for the change
which has taken place in the fact that the
late Government spent the funds of the
State for electioneering purposes, but we
find there are other little matters as well.
T may say, in passing, that since the open-
ing of Parliament 1 have asked two ques-
lipus, the answer to either one of which
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should be sofficient to condemn any Gov.
ernment and cail down upon them the
wrath of the people of the State. In the
one case I received an answer saying that
the leader of the Qpposition had eansed
an espenditure of £167 3s. 4d., in ovder
that he might nddress a single meeting.
Tle other question was in eonnection with
a firm of contractors, who, according to
ihe answer given, have been using scme-
thing like £800 or £1,000 worth of Gov-
ernment property for the past four
months, and that, apparently, withont the
knowledge of those in aunthority. I say
“apparently,” because we have no proof
that the authorities were aware of the fact
that the contractors, Messrs. Vincent
Buothers, were using the material to which
I refer. But does it not clearly indicate
that there was very urgent need for an
alteration in the Government when those
who were entrusted with the administration
of the affairs of the State allowed large
contractors to use hundreds of pounds
worth of Government material for months
at a stretch, while, apparently, the Gov-
ernment knew nothing whatever about it.
I mentioned a few momenis age thak
attention had been drawn to an alleged
micrepresentation  during the eiection
campatgn.  Antieipating me the hon
member for Northam has left the Cham-
ber. I have here a little document to
which I intend to refer. During the elec-
tion ecampaign I had oceasion to draw at-
tenfion to the extraordinary interest
charges which the late Government were
mmposing on the settlers in our agrienltural
aveas. The then Minister for Lands wired
and wrote {o certain electors in my elee-
tornte staling that my remarks regarding
these interest charges were untrue, Latfer
on he stated that if I had possession
of any deeument such as T professed to
have, either the doenment was not what it
purported to be, or a misstatement had
been made, I now hring that document
along here so that the late Minister for
Lands. the member for Northam, may, if
he chooses. peruse it, and see if any
misfake hLas been made; beeause if a
mistake kas been made with resard to this
document it is a peculiar eoincidence ihat
six others algo have been in=pected by me,
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and they contain similar mistakes. We
find here that the late Government, who
were continuwally telling the people of
their desire to assist the settlers—and it
was on that ery that they went to the
eountry; that and their crusade of mis-
vepresentation regavding the land policy
of the present Government—they told the
settlers they were the people to assist
them, and that if they were retwrned to
power everything would go along booming
and blooming, as it had done in the past.
This is the kind of boom and bloom they
were imposing on the nnfortunate settlers
in the Denmark district: In November,
1909, an amending Land Aet was passed
and hecame law. It provided that for
two years after taking up land, for the
first three years, rather, although the
purchase. price of the land might exceed
10s. an aere, the selector should only pay
6d. per acre per annun, the balance being
allowed to accumulate in the form of de-
ferred payment extended over the follow-
ing 17 vears, in equal annual instalments.
The whole of the Denmark area was
brought under the operation of this
anending Act, and one settler down there
sent his lease insirument along to have
the altered conditions endorsed upon it.
That settler, as holder of 118 acres, was
paying £36 13s. 2d. per annum rent. Under
the amended conditions he was called npon
to pay £2 19s. 24., allowing him in the
form of deferred paymenis a total sum
of £101 2s., which amount had to he paid
by the subsequent 17 yearly instalments.
It you divide £101 2s. hy 17 you will find
it amounts to a fvaction under £5 19s.
per anhum. Therefore it is evident that
if on the original purchase price the rent
was £36 13s. 2d., after paying £2 19s. 2d.
for the first three years, this selector’s
subsequent payment should be £36 13=.
2d., plus £5 19s., or a total of £42 12s. 2d.
Yet when the lease instrument is sent
along to the departpent we find that in-
stead of having to pay £42 12s. 2d. for
the 17 years he is called upon to pay
£46 13z, 4d. In other words, this setfler
who brings bis land under the operation
of the Act, which was framed to assist the
settler, finds himself called upon to pay,
in the shape of aceruved eapital, £5 19s.
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per annum, and, in & form of interest,
£4 1s. 24. per apnum. And this is what
was authorised and brought into existence
by a Government who were continnally
bragging of their desire to assist the
settler. They assist a man by charging
L £4 1s. 2d. interest and £5 19s. on his
capital. Let me draw attention to the
fact that these deferred payments mean
no cost to the Crown, or to the State. The
State is losing nothing by allowing the
payment to be deferred, any more than
we are losing anytbing—except for the
immediate present—by deferring the pay-
ment of rents due by those unfortunate
settlers who are suffering the effects of
the recent partial drought. All thot we
are to lose is the immediate use of that
money, and yet these settlers in the Den-
mark arvea, an area in which there iz un-
doubted need for development, an area
which has been put forward by the mem-
ber for Northam as an example of his
marvellons administrative ability

Mr. O'Laoghlen: The goat experimeut
was not a success.

Mr. PRICE: There are some things
whieh it is well should be huried in ob-
livion, and just as the term of the laie
Minister for Lands is a thing of the past,
then, for his sake, let the goals also be a
thing of the past. I did not intend to
refer to them. The goats have had a bad
time, but the late Minister has had a worse
one. However, we find the late Govern-
ment charging this extortionate rvate of
interest to men who are struggling to
make a living for themselves upon the

Denmark aveas, and, might 1 respeetfully

submit to the membevs of the preseni
Government that whilst they are quile
rightly solicitous for the welfare of the
settlers in the drought-stricken areas, they
should not forget that there are a large
number of settlers in the southern por-
tions of the State who are snifering
equally with the settlers in the dry dis-
triets, The setilers in the southern por-
tion of the State are being foreced from
their holdings thvough the extortionate
demands made upon them by the past
Government. They find it absolulely im-
possible to make their holdings pay the
rent which is demanded from them. The
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land which in the Denmark area was re-
purchased at a cost of £1 per acre the
Government are charging as much as £4,
€3, and £6 per acre for, unimproved, and,
on top of that, we find them charging up
that hunge sum of money in connection
with those so-called relief works starred
some years ago. On the top of that again
there is the original cost, and the interesi
on the original cost, the cost of the relief
works and the interest on that, and, over,
and above that, the interest on the de-
ferred payments.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs:
the cost of the goats.

Mr, PRICE: Let us be just; the goats
were not charged up; they were the only -
things that were not charged up. Some
of these people have not even roads. T
have pleaded, time after time, with mem-
hers of the late Government, to provide
these people with roads, whereby they
might be able to get to Albany, but I was
met all the time by the statement that they
have a railway—a railway with one irain
a week! One may get to Denmark in the
winter season or during abount six months
in the year by boat, but to get there by
any other means except the railway is im-
Lossible. T sincerely trust that the pre-
rent Government, while considering the
need for assistance for farmers in the
dry areas, will, at the earliest possible
moment, take into consideration the need
for a revision and re-classification of the
oharges which are now being imposed upon
the unfortunate settlers in the Denmark
area and the southern portion of the State.
I may point out that the settlers in the
southern portion have to strugele amainst
Mmost insurmountable difficulties. A set-
iter in the wheat-growing area knows no-
thing of the difficulties which beset the sat-
tler in the south; he has to contend with
serub and timber, and heavy rainfall, and,
whilst we have in that district an area of
tand the possibilities of which arve almost
inealenlable, at the same time the settler
who goes there is deserving of every con-
~ideration rather than that he should he
overburdened with eosts. For my part, T
think that the State wounld benefit if it
allowed them to hold this land absolutely
free, because they would he openlng it up

To say nothing of
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and waking it reprodnctive, and indirectly
adding to rhe revenue and the prosperity
of the State generally. Attention was
drawsn by one member to the fact that the
present Minister for Lands has extended
the area over which imported potatoes
nay be seattered—if I may so term it
Whilst T renlise the necessity for taking
every possible step in the direetion of pro-
viding a cheap supply of food-potatoes
for the people, at the same time I would
raise my voice against any proposal which
wonld tend to jeopardise the clean area
we at present possess in the southern
portion of the State. T wish to draw the
attention of hon. members, who may not
be aware of the faet, to this point; that
we possess here in Western Australia ihe
only extensive area of land absolutely free
from Irish blight in Australia,

My, "Loghlen: You might go further
than that.

Mr. PRICE: Yes, as n maiter of fact,
we have in the State of Western Ans-
tralia a vast area of land, the only land
where pofatoes can he grown in large
quantities in the world, so far as we can
learn, which is ahsolutely free from Irish
blight. I bring this matter forward so
that those hon. members who are inclined
lo remove the exisling restrictions in the
interest of the consumer wmay pause and
consider well before they endeavour to
foree the hands of the Minister in that
direction, because we have only fo look ab
Vietoria, New Bouth Wales, Tasmania,
and South Australin to see the ravages
whichk have heen ecaused amongst the
potaio growers by the introduction of
Irish blixht. Whilst T realise that the re-
cent high price of food-potatoes was cer-
tainly n temporary inconvenience to the
consumers, the introduetion of Trish blight
into the existing eclean areas would he a
curse, the full extent of which we should
never be able to realise. ¥or my part, I
sincerely hope, nay | feel sure, that the
Minister for Asgvienlture will take every
cave that nothing is doune to jeopardise the
continued existence of the clean area we
now possess. May T go further, and ex-
press the hope that the present Minister
will do what bis predecessor was eonlinu-
ally talking of deing, and that is, popu-
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late the southern portion of the State with
potato growers, men who will produce
potatoes, and thereby help to relieve the
existing scarcity of food-pofatoes. We
have the land in this Siate to produce hun-
dreds of thensand of tons—Iland that will
produce a sufficient supply of potatoes,
not only for the consumption of the peo-
ple here, but also to provide seed for the
whole of Australia.

The Minister for Lands: The trouble is
that we are producing less than we did
eight or nine years ago.

Mr. PRICE: That is so. because the
late Minisiry instead of encouraging peo-
ple lo zo into the potato-growing districts
were encouraging them to leave those dis-
tricts and go into the wheat-growing areas,
and to-day the Government have to pay
the penalty. If instead of encouraging
reople to go into the drought-stricken
areas, they had been enconraged to remain
in the southern portions of the State, there
would have been no outery about the price
of potatoes.

Mr. Heitmann: There are not many
growers in that direction.

Mr. PRICE: Yes there are.

My, Heitmann: Well, the eunltivation
is in a different direction.

Mr. PRICE: T admit that, but there
are hundreds of aeres of land surveyed,
and [ asked the then Minister for Lands
twelve months ago, to throw open certain
lands at Lake Sadie, which contain one of
the finest potato-growing stretehes in the
State.

My, Mitehell:
that time.

Mr. PRICE: I admit that the drain-
age scheme was not completed, but two-
thirds of it was finished, and a large
pertion of the land was ready for selec-
tion. That portion eould have been thrown
open, and the drainage completed afier-
wards, but the then Minister, instead of
threwing it open in the dry season, when
people eould have inspected the land, pre-
ferred to hold it in reserve until the wet
season came along, with the result that in-
stead of getting a number of new settiers,
those people already in the vieinity were
the only applicants. .

[9]

It was not drained at
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Mr. Mitchell: Tt had to be drained;
vou know that as well as I do.

M. PRICE: I do not deny the neces-
sify of drainage. but I do deny that there
was any necessity for locking up the whole
of the area until the drainage was com-
pleted. TIf the land had been thrown open
twelve months ago, we would probably
have had a hundred more settlers than
theve are there {o-day, the majority of
whom would have been patato-growers.

Mr. Mitchell: A hundred settlers at
Lake Sadie?

Mr, PRICE: Yes, there wonld have
been a hundred selectors at Lake Sadie,
most of them growing potatoes.

Mr. Mitehell: Then you are an opti-
ist.

My, PRTCE: Had the hon, member
bean more optimistic in years gone by, in
regard to this portion of the State, in-
stead of focussing his attention on the
dry areas heyond Northam, then the pre-
sent Government would not have been
spending thousands of pounds to assist
the settlers.

Sitting suspended frem 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. PRICE : I was drawing atiention
to the possibilities of producing suffi-
cient potatoes in the south-west of this
State, not only to provide for local can-
sumption, but also to provide what is re-
quired throughout the rest of Austra-
lasia ; and I repeat, I trust the Minister
for Launds will take the earliest oppor-
tunity of throwing open the lands in the
southern portion of this State to those
people who are desirous of going in for
that braneh of agriculture.  Many of
the immigrants now arriving in the State
I am sure would make desirable settlers
on the land I have indiecated. If the
men who eome to this Stale fromn the old
country were taken direet to the south-
ern portion of the State and placed on
the land there—and I am referring now
to those who corge to the State with ag-
ricultural experience—I am sure they
would prove very desirable additions to
cur population While on the qiestion
of immigration, may I say 1 regret the
Government in framing His Excellency’s
Speech have not seen fit to give some in-
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dication of what they propose to do in
connection with this question, because
we have a very large number of people,
some mosi desirable, others agaio who
are not so desirable, econtinually pouring
into this Siate. I am one of those who
strongly favour a vigorous immigration
policy. I recognise at the same time,
however, that we ave not acting our part
if, when the immigrants arrive in this
Staie. we are not assured that employ-
ment e¢an be found for them ; and in view
of the fact that the settlers in the wheat
district, or in a very large portion of the
wheat-growing area, ave suffering a sei-
baek this season, I can sece a possibility
in the near future of a dearth of employ-
ment, The development of our agrieul-
tural land will be retarded owing to the
lack of funds on the part of those who
have already taken up land. They will
not on their part be able to employ
men in eclearing, feneing, and etherwise
improving their holdings sneh as they
would have done had they experienced a
suecessful season. The result will be
that they will be unable to employ the
men they otherwise wonld have done, and
with the continnal influx of population
there will be a serions possibility of our
being faced in the near future with an
unemployed diffieulty. I think the time
has arrived when the Government should
take some steps to, at any rate for a
brief period, ensure ouly the introdue-
tion of those immigrants who are pre-
paved to immediately settle on the lands
of the State. I recognise the last Gov-
ernment professed only to introduce
those immigrants who were agrienlinr-
ists, or desirous of settling on the land ;
but while professing that principle to the
publie, we know to-day they were en-
aaged iy a very different project. Theiv
project was to introduce immigrants nu
mafter at what cost, and no matter what
those immigrants proposed to do.
‘' Above all let us have immigrants’’ was
their ery, the policy they were carrying
out, and while everything is in a pros-
perons state such a poliey might be a de-
sirable one; buf when we see the danger
of our settlers being nnable to employ the
number of men ihey otherwize would
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employ, I certainly think the Government
should take steps to cheek the introdue-
tion of those who can only help to swell
the ranks of the number already here
seeking work. If, however, the Govern-
ment ensure the introduetion only of
those immigrants who will become set-
tlers on the land, then I am sure such
a poliey will meet with unanimous ap-
proval right thronghout the State.
When 1 speak of settlers ont ihe Jand T am
not referring only 1o those setilers who
oo out on our wheat-producing areas. I
have already indieated where thousands,
hundreds of thousands of setilers may
become an asset io the State and produce
that dairy and farming produce which we
have now to import from other seetions
of the Australian Commonwealth. One
hon. member interjected earlier in ihe
evening to the effect that to-day we are
producing less potatoes than we were pro-
ducing seven or eight years ago. May [
point ont that many of those who seven
ov eight years ago were producing pota-
toes have developed their holdings and
to-day are engaged more in fruit culture
than potato growing, hecause in nearly
every instance where a scitler has started
by prodneing potatoes he has also endea-
voured, usually with suceess, to bring into
existence an orchard. Now, that brings
me to another matter I desire to refer to,
that is the question of the exportalion of
fruit from this State. In the electorate I
have the honour to vepresent we have some
of the finest fruit-growing areas in the
State. Thousands and thousands of cases
of froit are exported from there annu-
ally. Only a few days ago I had occasion
to interview the commissioner who has
been recently appointed to deal with the
frnit industry in this State, and T learned
that the late Giovernment had entered inte
arrangemenis whereby certain steamers of
the Australind line could eall at West-
ern Awstralian ports for the purpose of
taking fruit to the English markets, hut
I was surprised to find out that, although
the bulk of the fruit for export from this
Staie is preduced within 50 or 60 miles
of the port of Albany, the late Govern-
ment made no arrangemenis whatsoever
wherehy the growers in that distriet might
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ship their fruit from the nearest port.
As a matter of fact I inquired and found
that one private firm in Albany had al-
ready arranged for the shipment of 9,000
cases of fruii,.and also arranged for the
ultimaie shipment during the coming sea-
son of 19,000 cases. That is one firm
alone. 1 inquired as {0 what fruit would
be available had those steamers, whieh
the late CGovernment arranged (o call at
Fremantle, also called at Albany. Un-
fortunately, the time at my disposal was
Jimiled and 1 e¢ould only secure an answer
from one firm, but I found one agent alone
had written to the department pointing
out that he eould ship 500 cases in I'ebru-
ary by a steamer of lhe Austvalind line
calling at Albany, and 3,000 eases in
Mareh by another steamer, and 2,000 cases
in Apil by a third steamer; yet the
growers in the Mt. Barker district are
compelled to send their fruit from the
other end of the State down to Fremantle
if they wish to utilise these steamers which
have entered into a contract with the Gov-
ernment. It is a penalty upon these
growers I do not think they should be
called upon to bear. I sincerely hope the
present Government will take steps to
check this centralisation policy, which
was such a marked feature of their pre-
decessors in office. The member for Nor-
tham smiles.

Mr. Mitehell: Have yvou any objection?

Mr. PRICE: I Lave no objection to the
hon. member smiling; all I object to is the
peculiar warp of the conscience of the
individonal whieh will permit him to smile
while he knows another individual is suf-
fering an injustice. That is the only ob-
jection I have, The injustice which has
been meted ouf to the froit growers of
Mount Barker may be cause for smiling
on the part of some hon. members, but
on the part of those fruit growem it is
canse for considerable annoyanee, and cer-
tainly one of the causes for the change we
bave seen take place in the Government
of this State in the past six weeks.

My, Mitchell: Those electors did not
make any change.

Mr. PRICE: No, but may I remind the
lion. member a very sincere and deter-
mined effort was made to induce themn to
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make a change, even to the extent of
spending £167 3s. 4d. of the public funds,
and even then they were not able to make
any change. I have draswn attention to
the facts, and I feel sure that once (hey
are brought under the nofice of the pre-
sent Government they will lake those steps
necessary 1o hring about an alteration
and de justice to the people of the State.
I do not intend (o speak further upon this
question because I am convinced that the
menbers who are now entrusted with the
administration of the affairs of the State
will do all that is possible, not only to re-
form, if I may use the term, the depari-
menis under their control, but bring about
in this Stale tbat period of prosperity
and happiness which has not, unfortu-
nately, existed in the past, despile the re-
peated assurances of our optimistic friend,
the member for Northam, except in the
minds of those wlo were the acenpants of
Ministerial positions.

Mr, A. B. PIESSE (Katanning): It
is not my intention to fake up much of
the time of the House, but I feel it is ne-
cessary for me to make one or {wo obser-
vations in regard to the Governor’s
Speech. Before deing so, however, I wish
to add {o the many congratulations which
have been extended to yon upon your se-
lection as Speaker of this Assembly, I
also wish to eongratnlate Ministers nupon
their selection by their party to control
the destinies of this State. While it is,
of course, a matter for eongratulation and
satisfaetion that we had such a record pold
at the last general elections, one cannot
help but regretting, sitting as we do on
this side, that our numbers have heen so
depleled. However, we have no fault to
find will the electors. They have spoken
with ne unceriain voice, and as one who
always believes in majority rule, T am
quite willing to bow to the will of the elee-
tors, They have entrusted the gentlemen
opposite with the contro] of the affairs of
the State, and I trust all their expecta-
tions will bhe realised. At a time like this
one might be exeused for making some
reference to the work of the pasi Ad-
ministration, and although a great deal of
criticism has been levelled at that Ad-
ministration. I think the ecountry owes a
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great deal to the efforts of the gentlemen
who occupied the Treasury bench in the
past.

Mr. Heitmann: They paid some of it
back on the 3rd of Oectober.

Mr. A, E. PIESSE: As I have poinfed
out, I have no fault to find with the de-
claration of the people. It is, of course,

a disappoiniment to us, but at
the same fime we bow to the will
of the people.  There may be, and

we hope there will be, if the gentlemen
opl.osite are not able to earry out all the
prowises made at the last election, an op-
portunity fov those on ihis side of the
House to be in the happy position at some
future date of turning the tables. I re-
gret very much that we have been visited
1 a portion of our agrieultural districts
by what might be looked upon almost as
a drought, I think the word drought
has been used rather frequently, in fact
too frequently. I do not wish to say that
those people who are sueffring, are not
suffering a very great deal, but at the
same time I think we can hardly use the
word dronght in its fullest sense, when
we {ake into consideration the faet that
no doubf a great deal of the diminution
of the crop this year has been brought
about to some extent by want of
perhaps more up-to-date methods of farm-
ing. At the same time I heartily sympa-
thise with those people who have been
affected in the dry areas. But, after all,
while a number of our settlers may be
suffering to a very great exient, it may
be a warning to the Administration to
perhaps prevent settlers faking undue
risks by going too far beyond the safe
rainfall areas, I am pleased to know that
the Administration of to-day are doing
all they possibly ean by way of assisting
and encouraging those who have the mis-
fortune to find themselves in this position;
at the same time I think a little might
he said in regard to the efforts put for-

ward by the past Administration so far

as the provision of water supplies for
the ontback areas is concerned. While I
do not agree altogether with everything
the late Minister for Agvienlture did, 1
think we should give him credit where it is
dne. and especially in regard to this ques-
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tion of water supply, and the clearing of
roads in the agricultural districts, a great
deal was done by the former Minister, in
faet, he initiated that system of construct-
ing dams beforg settlement and providing
new roads for the settlers,

The Minister for Lands: Not the sys-
lem of providing dams; that was initiated
v Mr. Drew's lime,

Mr. A, 5. PIESSE: I may not be right
in saying that the former Minister origin-
ated the system, but he brought it into
good effect by providing these dams and
water supplies ahead of settlement. In
any case, 1 think this new system brought
about by constructing these works was a
step in the right direction. I am pleased
to know that the Agricultural Department
has already taken steps in (he direction
of giving relief to those who have had ihe
misfortune to find that they have no crops
and who wish to earry on, I understand
the department are going to provide seed
wheat and will give assistance in other
directions, and T might here suggest to the
Minister that an early opportanity shounld
be taken by the department, if it has not
already been taken, to secure sunitable seed
as near as possible to the affected areas,
so that the settlers may have at their dis-
posal reliable seed which will be obtain-
able at as low a rate as possible. The
difficulty will be, nnless the seed is secured
at onee, that it will probably be bought
up and held for higher prices. Therefore,
in the interests of those settlers on the
drier areas, and not only them but other
farmers throughout the State who may
wish to obtain reliable seed, more con-
sideration might be given to the purchase
of seed by the department than has been
done in the past. I am very pleased to
sit here and listen to the various speeches
by members upon Llhe Address-in-reply,
more particularly in regard to the optim-
ism in those speeches by members repre-
senting goldfields constitnencies. I am
1leazed to know thal they eonsider there
is sueh a mood future before the mimng
industry, and I can only express the hore
as the representative of an agrieultural
distriet, 1hat-no efforts will be spared by
the present Administration to foster
that industry and do everything possible
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that ean be doue to advance it. We who
live in agrieultural districts realise what
the wining industry has done for Western
Australia. We koow it gave a great im-
petus {o settlement and it made possible
the development of the agricultural dis-
tricts in what, under other cireumstances,
might bhave taken probably a hundred
years.. At the same time T am pleased fo
know that the Administration of the day
realise that there is an even greater and
move permanent industry in agriculture.
If we want permanent prosperily we must
develop our agrieultural resources. It
must be pleasing to members on this side,
taking into consideration the fact that we
represent nearly the whole of the agricul-
tural constituencies of the State, to know
that the new Government realise that if
we are to make this country what we all
expect it to be, n great country, we must
develop the agricultural resomrees. I am
entirely with the Government, and 1 have
always been in favour of eneouraging
none but bona fide selectors to take up our
lands. T am in favour of the ecultivation
and utilisation of our lands to the fullest
extent. If we are to get the best resnlis
from the development of the land we
must bring it under cultivation, even if
we do not all produce cereal erops. There
15 & good deal of misconception with re-
gard to the stock grower in this country.
This man, T am sorry to say is, by some
members and by some people in the coun-
try, loocked npon as an interloper, a man
who ought not to be holding land. At the
same time if he brings that land under
cultivation and ‘ean grow five head of
sheep where previonsly only one grew,
I think members will agree with me that
he is a benefactor,

Mr. Underwood: What about the man
who does not bring it under eultivation?

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: T say that with
our svstem of agricultural railways, and
seeing that the State is going to a very
ereat expense in this regard, we might
expeet that the man who does hold land
should make the very best use of it. But,
as I have pointed out, it is not the desire
of everyone lo grow wheat. One man may
wish to go in for growing stud sheep, an
ilem we are impovting very extensively,
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I think every encouragement should be
given fo our settlers whe wish to develop .
the land.

Mr. Underwood: What abont the man
who will not develop the land?

Mr. A, E. PIESSE: It all depends
upon what vou eall development, If Le
will nof clear his land you have a means
of getting at him by taxation.

Mr. Green: The leader of the Opposi-
tion was going to throw that off.

Mr. A. I8, PIESSE: I am not here to
make excuses for [he leader of the Op-
position. So far as I am concerned I
would have preferred—and I think it
wounld answer the purpose just as well—
to see the local authorities given grenter
powers of taxation. Then possibly we
might be able to do away with the dual
cost of colleetion. A good deal has been
said in regard to the cost of living. I
think hor. members will agree that if we
are to permanently reduee the cost of
living we musk encourage local produe-
tion. We are not going to have cheaper
living until we can bring oor lines of pro-
duction up to our requirements. I hope
every enconragement will be given to our
local primary industries to inerease their
prodoction. We are told the present Gov-
ernment are going to give special atten-
tion to land settlement, 1 would like
to have heard something move definite
from the Minister in regard to the Govern-
ment land policy. T think we might
expect that as scon as possible the
Government should take us into their
confidence as to what they intend
to do in regard to land policy.
We know the prosperity of the country
is bound up in the settlement of our lands.
We have only touched upon the fringe of
settlement as yet, and if we are to see our
land settled we must adhere to a liberal
and progressive land policy, I notiee
the Government lhave already pul into
operation a portion of their non-aliena-
tion policy. as far as town lands are con-
cerned, and T think the people interested
in agricultural development would like to
know what further intentjons the Govern-
ment may bave,, A good deal of eriticism
has been levelled at the Minister for Lands
on the score of the instructions issued in
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respect lo transfers. 1 believe the Min-
. ister and the Government are thoroughly
in earnest in regard to ihis matter. 1 am
in sympathy with lhem in so far as stop-
ping any speculation in land is eoncerned,
bui I may say that there is very much less
speculation going on than we are led to
believe.

Vr, (PLoghlen: Yet hundreds of ap-
plicants eannot get blocks.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: That is an unfor-
tenate state of affairs for those who ean-
not et the land, but it is only to be ex-
pected that wilh the great inrush we have
had, and the inquiries of those within our
borders for land, there would be many
disappointed applicants.

Mr. Green: Why not relieve 1he situa-
tion by opening up the Esperance dis-
triet? )

Mr. A. B PIESSE: I will be pre-
pared to deal with that mueh vexed ques-
tion when it comes before the House. It
requires a great deal of looking inio, and
I am not prepaved to discuss it until in
possession of the facts, I am entirely
in nceord with the Minister for Lands in
endeavouring to prevenl any lands being
held for speenlative purposes, but T think
the Minister went the wrong way about
obtaining the desired end. It is a faet
that a good deal of unrest has been eansed
among holders of agricultural lands by
tliese instruclions. I have lived neavly all
my life in agricenltural districts, and I
know from experienee the difficulty we
had in the past in getting finaneial insti-
tutions to lock at our conditional pur-
chase securities. For many years the as-
sociated banks would not advance a brass
farthing upon conditional purchase lands.
It was not until a few years ago that the
associated banks looked favourably upon
these condifional purehase blocks as se-
citrities.

Mr. Price: The Agricullural Bank
compelled them to do it. .

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: The reason of ihe
establishment of the Agricultural Bank
was that it was quite impossible to get
any other financial institution to look at
these conditional purchase seeurities. As
the member for-Albany has pointed ont,
the Agricultnral Bank served fo give leo
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our lands a fixed value, and afterwards
this State institution was followed
by the associated banks, whieh are now
established throughout tle length and
breadth of the country. I do not for a
moment think the Minister for TLands is
going (o wilhhold any transfer of a bona
fide seltler. T am satisfied that when such
a transfer comes before the Minisier he
will not hesitaie to put it through. But the
miseheief of the thing lies in the fact that
to some extent a seare has heen ereafed
amongst the financial institutions. So far
as the associated hanks are eoncerned, no
doubt they have little to fear, because they
see to it lhat the improvements ave well
carried out before they make advances.
But there are others whe are doinyg a very
great deal towards developing the eoun-
try by way of assisting the new settler. I
refer to that muceh abused c¢lass, the coun-
try storekeepers. Let me say that if there
is any individual who has done yeoman
service in opening up the eountry it is
{he country storekeeper. I do not say that
he has carried out his business upon phil-
anthropic lines; but at the same time he
has had to take very great risks, and he is
a man who generally comes in before the
Agricultural Bank.

The Premier: Did not the warehouses
take the risk and eharge ten per eent. for
it?

Mr. A, B. PIESSE: I do not know.
Very often the slorekeeper has to fall
back upon the financial institutions, and
that is where the pinch comes in. He has
been prepared to take risks in the past
because he felt that the department would
see his eclient throngh. I hope the
Government will reconsider this phase
of the question. We do not want
to see any land taken up and left
unimproved, wlhile somebody else who
is nob entitled to it gets a premium
upon that land; but I think that if the
Minister dealt specially with these cases
and said that in sueh ecase he would not
allow a transfer to go through until the
whole of the improvements had been com-
pleted, he would Le better advised.

Mr. Heitmann : Where does the slore-
keeper hope to get his return ; from the
produce of the land or from the security?
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Mr. A, E. PIESSE: He always has the
land to fall back upon.

Mr, Underwood : How many store-
keepers are there in the 0Old Men’s
Home 2

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: I would not be sur-
prised if many of them were there, see-
ing that all they have gone throngh and
having regard to the risks they take. The
eountry owes a very great deal to those
who have staked almost their very exist-
ence in trying to help the new settler
throngh the early siages. They did not
do it on philanthropic lines ; I admit they
had to live, but my point is that if you
are going to kill out the man who has
helped the settler over the initial stages,
you are going to prevent any great settle-
ment taking place in many of owr agri-
cultural distriets. 1 have already point-
ed out that in 50 per cent. of these cases
this individmal gives assistance before
the. Agricultural Bank is able to help.
One suggestion I would like to make to
the Minister is in regard to a more effect-
ive way of learning whether the improve-
ments have been carried ount, and that is
by increasing the inspection staff. I
have always maintained that the proper
way to find out whether these lands ave
being held for speculative purposes is to
bring about closer inspeciion. As far as
my experience of inspectors goes, I be-
lieve they are men who work very hard,
in faet they have so much work in hand
that they are not able to give the time
necessary to the earrying out of this work
as effectively as we would like to see it
done.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): What would you suggest the
Minister do if the improvements
not carried out?

Mr. A, B, PIESSE : Where the land is
being held for speculative purposes and
is without improvements, I should say it
ought to be forfeited ; but in cases where
a man though trying consecienticusly to
develop his land is faced with over-
whelmingly adverse eirenmstances, con-
sideration should be given to him. We
know of instances in which a certain
amount of consideration has had to be
given to settlers in dry distriets this year,

were -
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and the same thing should apply to the
Great Southern, where five or six succes-
sive wet years have kept our people back
and prevented them from effecting their
improvements as they would have done in
better circumstances. I hope the Minister
will take this phase of the case into con-
sideration. No dounblt speeial cases will
be brought under his notice, and I hope
he will deal leniently with those cases.

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : Has he not already told you that
he will dea! with each case on its merits?

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: As I have already
pointed ont, I am satisfied that the Mini-
ster will do tltat.

Hon. W. €. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : Then why try to make any scare?

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: T am not trying to
make a scare; I am just pointing out the
danger of interfering and that the placing
of restrictions upon these transfers is
frightening the people. Numbers of
cases have come under my notice where
the people bave become alarmed. The
average man onh the land, owing to his
isolation, becomes suspicions and anxious,
and why add to his troubles? So far ss
the improvements ave concerned, if the
Minister would, even now, say clearly that
these instructions for forfeiture will only
apply to these lands which be finds arve
not being bona fide developed, it will
greatly reassure the settlers.

Mr. Underwood: If they were being
bona fide developed he cannot do any-
thing.

Mr, A. E. PIESSTE: There are one or
two other matters that I should like to
refer to that come under the coutrol of
the Minister for Lands and Agriculture.
One is the question of the poison and
poorer lands, more particularly lying
to the west of the Great Southern rail-
way, Something has heen said in regard
to the poison board or board of inguiry
that was appointed quite vecently to go
into this quesfion, and T am Loping that
the result of that inquiry will be that
{he Minmister will be abls to give relief
to some of the settlers who have gone inio
these poison areas, and, afler having to
pay for the land in the first instance
more than it was really worth, have had
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the misfortune not fo do well. As far
as I am concerned, I will do my best to
help the Minister to become acquainted
with that distriet, and any assistance I can
render him in showing him over that area,
more partiealarly in the direetion of Din-
ninup, | shall be pleased to give, so that
he may be able to see the ditfieuliies under
which these people are labouring, I am
glad that the Government intend to go
on with the policy of railway construction,
and I hope that we will have some pro-
mise from the Government in regard to
the eonstruction of the railway which
has been asked for to the west of Tam-
bellup and Cranbrook on the Great South-
ern; also that we will hear something in
regard to the proposal to build a railway
from Narrogin to Armadale. This, as was
pointed out by the member for Williams-
Narrogin, will bring a portion of the
Great Southern country into closer proxi-
mity to the port of Fremantle and the
city of Perth. There 1s not the slightest
doubt that a portion of the railway be-
tween Spencer’s Brook and Narrogin will
very shortly have to be duplicated, but
instead of duplicating the line I think it
wounld be very much more economical to
buifd this line direet from Narrvogin to
Armadale, thus shortening the distanee by
some 57 miles. One of the greatest diffi-
culties we have to contend with in that
portion of the State is the loss of time
in travelling to the City and Fremantle.
In regard to water supply and road clear-
ing, I hope that the Government will push
on with this mmeh-needed work, and that
they will not forget that the districts to
the east of the Great Southern are need-
ing these supplies. In those localities we

are pushing out into the lesser rainfall

areas, and if we want to keep the people
there we must see that all these facili-
ties are provided. I hope that no time
will be lost in erecting freezing works at
the various ports and providing the most
up-to-date facilities for the handling of
produce, Another matter to which I
should like to ecall the attention of the
Minister for Railways—I shall be bring-
ing fipures before him in the course of a
few days—is that of the reduction of
freights upon the carriage of oats and
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chaff. Up tll last year oats were carried
at the same rate as wheat is earried to-
day, but owing to some adjustment of the
grain rates last vear oats were left out,
and I say it is unfair, particularly to
those people who ave living a long way
from the chief centres of population, that
they should have to pay a higher rate
for the carriage of oais on the railways
than is paid for the earriage of wheat.
I trust, therefore, that the Minister will
look into the question of revising the
rates on agricultural produce, and will
also consider the reduction of the chaff
rate, i simply means that the districis
te which I belong would have been com-
pletely out of the chaff market had it not
been for the dry season and the shortage
of crops in the other districts this sea-
son,

The Minister for Mines: Somebody has
been making a profit out of chaff.

Mr. A. B. PIESSE: In our district we
have had no market until this year, I
am pleased to know that the Government
intend to deal with the matter of cheapen-
ing the cost of agricultutal machinery,
and in whatever means they may adopt to
bring this about they will have my en-
tire support. I do not know whether the
Government have definitely decided upen
manufaeturing these machines in the State
workshops, but if (hey do that I would
suggesl that they decide upon manufaefur-
ing one or two of the most important lines
with a view to, at the same time, stand-
ardising the parts of such machinery, This,
of course, is only an experiment and we
have yet to learn thai these machines can
be satisfactorily manufactured by a Gov-
ernment department. There is, however,
no getting away from the fact that we are
at present paying too much for our agri-
eultural machinery, and I will do every-
thing T ean to help the Government in
adopting whatever may be considered the
best means to bring about a reduetion in
price. T am also glad to know that medi-
eal faeilities are to be provided in the out-
back districts, No one realises more than
I do the disabilities under which the
people in these far distant parts labour.
Tn many instances they have to (ravel
over bad roads for distances of 40, 30,
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and 60 miles to reach the neavesi doctor,
and in this connection, although it is a
Commonwealth matter, I hope the Gov-
ernmment will take into consideration the
advisability of assisting in constructing
bush telephones *in seattered agrienltural
and mining districts, So far as the Federal
anthority is eoncerned, although the con-
ditions under which we can obtain tele-
phones to-day are mueh more liberal than
they were a few years apgo, they do not yet
meet the needs of this State. The Federal
anthorities do nol seem to folly realise
the difficulties we lave to contend
with in this great country with ifs seat-
tered population. I would like to see the
railway telephones nsed more freely than
they are to-day. There seems to be some
regulatlion in regard to these telephones
which prevents the people having the use
of them at the smaller sidings, and it does
seem absurd that we cannoi make more
use of the railway telephone lines, es-
pecially in agrieultural districts, Buot if
we are going to overcome this difficulty
and meet the needs of the people in this
direction, the State Government should,
with the consent of the Federal Govern-
mwent, go into the question of construct-
ing bush telephones, becauge, after all, in
these days when time means money, and
when everyone who goes far into the bush
almost carries his life in his hands, every
assistanes should be given by the Govern-
ment in the provision of these facilities.
Perhaps the Minister for Agrieulture will
look into this matter and see if the agri-
eulturists cannot be assisted in this way.
After all, if we were to spend £10,000 or
£20,000 in the erection of these telephones,
what & convenience it would be in a coun-
try like this! Tt would deerease the ap-
pointments of medical officers {o a great
extent and, if we only saved one life in
12 menths, we would be performing a
very good work. So far as education is
coneerned, I am glad that the Government
are going to push on with the erection of
the University, and T do hope that the
institution will be made available to the
child of even the poorest parents in the
land, so that any child showing the ability
and the desire may have an opportunity
of gradunating from the primary sechools
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through the secondary schools to the Uni-
versity. At the same time, I hope that
the back country schools will not be lost
sight of, and that a little more haste will
be shown in the erection and alteration
of these schools by the Works Depart-
ment. Many of our country schools are
arriving at the stage when additions are
required, and it is to be hoped that the
Works Department will not delay in this
matter. A number of the schools are over-
erowded to-day, and I trust that the Mini-
ster for Education will remember this and
get the Works Department to move a
little faster than they have in the past.
So far as new legislation is concerned I
do not intend to take up the time of the
House to-night, becanse when the different
measures come before us we will have an
opportunity of dealing with them, but a
number of the measures mentioned in the
Governor’s Speech will receive my sup-
port. I hope before the session is eon-
cluded the Government will bring down
a Bill re-enacting the Roads Act. I sup-
pose it is their intention to do so, because
I think the present measure expires at the
end of this year. I hope members will be
given an opportunity of looking into the
Bill in ample time to suggest any amend-
ments they may think necessary. I am
sorry to have taken up so much time of
the House to-might. T shall eonclude by
hoping that the present Government will
have a prosperous eareer, and that the
result of their admivistration will he even
more suecessful than that of the last Ad-
ministration and result in even greater
prosperity to this country.

Mr, HOLMAN (Murchison): At the
outset I desire to add my congratulations
to you, Mr. Speaker, on the high positien
in which you have been placed, and alse
to congratulate the members of the
Ministry on their positions. 1 feel
sure they will do their duty to the
State and act in accord with the
requests and desires of the large majority
of the electors who have placed such a
strong party behind them. T -eonsider
that owing to the House meeting so late in
the vear it is absolutely impossible for
the Ministry to do a great deal of busi-
ness this session, and I would urge that
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every facility be granted to them in pass-
ing whai business is necessary this sessioun
so (hat they can get into recess and get
a (horough grasp of their departments,
and so that they may earry out the work
it will be absolulely necessary for them
to do in the nexi year or two. We know
full well the Estimates must be passed,
and that some necessary legislation must
be put throngh (his session, but I would
like to see every possible effort made to
get the business of the session done as
soon as possible this year so as to give
the Ministry every opportunity to come
down next session with a good programmne.
There is one malter [ desive to take ex-
ception to, and that is the appoinfment of
Mr. Jull to the posifion to which he has
been appointed. I objeet not so much lo
the appointment of Mr, Jull to the posi-
tion, because 1 realise that there may have
been malters taking place that rendered
it absolulely necessary for some appoint-
ment to bhe made, but I strongly eondemn
the appointment being made and kept
absolutely secret as it was. There was no
possible excuse for the secrecy. What-
ever grounds there may have been for re-
appointing Mr. Jull there was ahsolutely
no necessity for the past Government {o
keep the appointment seerel in the way
it was. It only leads people to think there
was more in the matter than there may
have been. One matter that must be
grappled with is the guestion of the dry
season in the eastern distriets. It is, ne
doubt, doing a great deal to retard the
progress of the State. People have gone
as far as they possibly can, have spent
the whole of their money, have horrowed
as much money as they could, and have
sacrificed everything they had in their
effort to open up the country and get in
a little bit during the fortheoming season
in all probability, but (hey have lost all
they had, and I maintain every possible
effort should be made to give these people
all the assislance they may require now.
It will be well repaid in the future.
Another matter we will have to devote
atlention to is the question of the mining
indusiry. We bave heard a great many
optimistic remarks lately and during the
last few years in connection with the
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mining indusiry, but we must realise it is
in 3 worse position to-day than it has been
in the past ten years. I intend to put
forward a few ideas in regard fo this
industry that, I hope, will be of some
assizstance in furthering 1ts progress. Tt
could not be expected in the brief period
since the general elections that any im-
portant matters could be brought down,
but in looking through the Speech we find
a few things that are of some importance.
In all probability the most important pro-
gramme ever introduced into any Parlia-
ment of Western Australia will be brought
down early next year, and I hope to see
the House meet early, in June at the very
latest, instead of delaying business until
the end of the year. We can get through
a great deal more business in greater
comfort and with more advantage to the
State by meeting earlier. Almost every
session we have discussed our Estimates
in December, and that is an absolute ab-
surdity. They should be brought down
to the House not later than the end of
July or early in Angust so as to give
members the opportunity of eriticising the
expenditnre of public money. There are
one or two matters in the Governor's
Speech I do not altogether agree with {o
the fullest extent. There is one, the re-
duction of Ministerial and other salaries.
During my experience, which has been
as varied, perhaps, and s hard iu some
instances as most people’s, T have nover
vet known any great deal of good to be
done by a reducfion of wages or =alavies,
ane from my knowledze of Ministerial
positions, 1 maintain the amount ihe
Minisiers receive now is no more than is
commensurafe with the amount of work
they will have to do and the number of
calls they will have on their pockets. The
only objection that could be taken to the
inerease in Mipisierial salavies was the
method in which it was brought abont, [
do nol agree with that, but there were
very few of us who knew when the pro-
poszal was hrought down whai it meant.
If a straightforward proposition were
brought forward to increase Ministerial
salaries T would vote for it. I would have
done il last session. In regard to the
varions small matters dealt with in the
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Governor's Speech we will have an oppor-
tunity of dealing with them when the
measures come before the House. There
ave one or two vital amendments, I under-
stand, to be brought down in connection
with industrial legislation; but there is
one matter that has not been touched on
during this debate. I do not intend lo
deal with matters that have been touched
on by other speakers to a great extent;
it would be using matter over again that
has already been used; but there is one
matter of great importance, the question
of our fire brigades in Western Australia.
The total cost of our brigades in this
State is just about half of the total cosi
of the brigades in Victoria. The Govern-
ment will liave an opportunity in the near
future of appointing a board here io
undertake the control of our fire brigades,
and I hope they will have a board differ-
ently constituted from that now in exist-
ence. We must either do that ov it will
he absolutely necessary to repeal or amend
the Fire Brigades Act. T maintain it will
be absolute ruination to all fire brigades
working here if we allow the present state
of affairs to continue. What do we find?
The cost of fire brigades here for the last
year or so, since the formation of the
present board, has practically doubled it-
self. In many instances where they had
a good fire brigade, quite sufficient to
cope with outhreaks of fire that might
iake place, in all probability for £100 a
vear, the cost is now from £200 to £300.
The total cost of our fire brigades in
Waestern Anstralia is somewhere about
£30,000 a year, and we have some 400
firemen and 30 brigades. Now, under the
volunteer system in Vietorla, embracing
the whole of the State—and I am sure
there is no better system of fire brigades
in the world than there is in Vietoria——
there are 115 couniry brigades with 2,250
firemen, and the total cost is only abhout
£13,000 or £14,000, while the metropolitan
brigades ecomprise about 50 brigades in
Melbourne and suburbs, with about 500
firemen, nearly 100 horses, and a great
deal of equipment, the total cost being
only £56,600. In other words, in
the whole of Victoria the cost of
brigades with nearly 3,000 firemen and
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160 brigades i only £70,000, yet
here in Western Australia, with a
system not nearly so good as they have
in Victoria, we have to pay about £30,000,
I am satisfied the State cannot stand that
charge. We must have a better system.
T hope the Minister who bas this matter -
under his control will see that we have a
diffevently constituted board from what
we have at present, and T hope the volan-
teer system that was being brought into
almost as efficient 8 position as in Vie-
toria will be reverted to, for then we will
have more volunteers than now. We had
14 or 135 volunteer brigades in the met-
ropolitnn area, but there ave only about
three left .now. The increased cost is
going to vun the Government into a great
deal more than they are paying now. A
few years ago the cost of the brigades to
the Government was about £3,000; fo-day
it amounts te over £6,000. The inerease
in this direclion may appear to be only
a small item, bot it is one of the grandest
works that can be undertaken, the salva-
tion of human lives and the protection of
property from fire by a brigade of dis-
interested firemen. T would like to see
more encouragement given to them, but if
the present sysfem is going to continne in
the near future we will have no volunteer
firemen in the State. I hope this matler
will receive the attention of the Minister
who has charge of it. Another maiter T
wish to tonch on is the.question of hos-
pitals in goldfields and country districts.
Only a year or so ago from the Opposi-
tion benehes we made bitter eomplaints
as to the reduction of the subsidies to ecur
hospitals. I ean speak now from an in-
timate knowledge that the need of hos-
pitals for inecreased subsidies is just as
strong to-day as it was a year or bwo ago.
T hope this matter will also receive the
attention of the Colonial Seeretary in
whose department it is. The position to-
day is far from heing satisfactory. The
sick and needy in the outback districis,
goldfields as well as agrienltural, should
et every consideration; and our subsi-
dised hospitals should receive better atten-
tion than they have received in the past.
Tt is necessary to take immediate action
in this regard.  Another matter that
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should be taken inte consideration is the
formation of a Labour Department. in
every civilised country in the world we
find great progress is being made in this
direction. The Labour Department should
be the most important in the State, and
should comprize men of experience, men
prepared o cope with any industrial wmat-
ter, prepared to go out and, perhaps, pre-
vent industrial disputes, prepared to sug-
gest means whereby grievances ean be
rectified and whereby labour can receive
better treatment, and also prepared to
see that no injusiice is done. In the past
in other departments we have had men of
experience, praectical men, engineers to
see where bridges were necessary, sur-
veyors to see where railways were neces-
sary, and inspectors to see where other
works were necessavy; but it is a remark-
able thing that where the workers them-
selves were concerned very little effort has
been made to grant them the necessary
protection. I maintain we should educate
men of experience to the position, and
rive them every possible protection. We
find in the mines that very little protection
is given to those who work there. A num-
her of accidents oceur, and as a wmatter of
fact they have inereased lately at the rate
of over 100 per cent. The same thing has
occurred in the timber distriets, At the
present time we find that accidents bappen
there almost every day, and that men are
being killed or maimed, and no protection
is given to them. I contend that as well
as having check inspectors on the mines,
and as well as amending the Mines Regu-
lation Act, we should also see that the
timber workers have a regulation Act
whereby the work at the mills conld be
regulated and inspectors appeinted. I
am speaking with a knowledge of what
has been going on during the past few
years. For many years I have been a
miner, but in more recent years 1 have
been taking an aclive interest in the tim-
ber industry, and from practical know-
ledge of the two industries the number of
accidents, fatnl and otherwise, is much
greater among the timber workers than
among the miners. I hope the Govern-
ment will bear that matter in mind, and
do more towards making provision for the
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protection and the safety of these men
than has been done in eonnection with the
miners in the past. We should have an
amendment of the Mines Regulation Aet,
but before that amendment is brought
about T should like to see the present Aet
properly administered, and also a liftle
more time given to the Minister in charge
of the department to bring forward a
proper amending measure next session, a
meagsure which will give the necessary
protection to those engaged in the indus-
try. Then again, we have the Workers’
Compensation Act, which sadly needs to
be amended. In New Zealand they are
further advanced than we are, and in the
old country also. I contend that we
shonld amend this legislation on the lines
of the New Zealand Aet, and increase the
amount of compensation and make it date
back to the period of the aceident, and
also provide a schedule of injuries. There
are many other industrial measores that
require to be amended. I know it is im-
possible to do all this during the present
session, but I throw out the suggestion,
and hope that the Government will see
that the amendments are brought down
in the next session. Although we have a
Factories Aet in existence, we find that
sweating is still earried on, and that
Asiatie labour is increasing. Even though
the Act 15 not all it should be, we know
that it has not been administered, and the
sooner we have a better system of admin-
istration in connection not only with this
but other indunstrial statutes the better it
will be for all concerned. T might men-
tion that during the past few weeks there
has been a slight improvement in the ad-
ministration of the Factories Aet. 1 be-
lieve the inspectors have gof a greater
hustle on now than was the case during
the whole time the former (Government
were in office, and I think if we give the
inspectors a little more latitude T feel
sure that some good will follow. There
ave other statules; the trade unions, the
workmen ’s wages, the Eavly Closing and
the Trock Act, all of which pertain to in-
dustrial matters, which will require a de-
partment for their proper administration,
and T hope the Government will see that
there is a department established for the
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conirel and administration of all those
Acts.  Perhaps the mest important
matter we have to deal with at
the present time is the position of
the State. It may be said that the prin-
cipal faector responsible for the prosper-
ity of Western Australia is the mining
indusiry. I have always approached the
subject from a non-party point of view,
and I wish to do the same to-night. If
matters do not go satisfactorily, I sball
crificise the administration in the future
as I have criticised other adminisirations
in the past, and criticism from this side
of the House, if the necessity arises to
criticise—and I do not think it will—
will, I think, do a great deal of goed.
One hears a lot about the present eondi-
tion of the mining indostry, and I may
say that at the present time it is far from
being satisfactory ; at the same time the
possibilities of this industry might be re-
garded as being second fo none. Up to
the present, however, the industry has
been practically strangled. During the
past few vears, or it might be said dur-
ing the last eight or ten years, the output
of pold has been steadily decreasing.
In 1900 it was worth somewhere about
£8,000,000, and this year it will be about
£5,500,000. We must ask ourselves what
has been the canse of this redaction. The
industry is practically in its infpaney, and
a great deal remains to be done. Many
thonsands of acres of gold-bearing land
remain to be opened up, and many out-
back fields which have been discovered
long since have bheen worked ouly in a
haphazard manner. These must again
come to the front and assist to increase
the gold output. One of the preatest
defects in conneetion with mining ad-
ministration has been the lack of encour-
agement given to prospectors. The big
men have had every advantage, whereas
the small men have had little or no assist-
ance. Nearly all our old prospectors, after
baving spent, und perhaps ruined, their
lives in mining, have been practically
thrown on oune side, and the department,
in the past, has not given any great en-
couragement to those who liked to go out
and do prospecting. Many of the old
hands, one, for instance, in the person of
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Dick Greaves, has received very little as-
sistance for the work he did in the old
days, and there are many others in the
sane position.

The Minister for Mines : Greaves is
not by any means the worst off.

Mr, HOLMAN : He must be badly off
when his wife is compelled to do a great
deal of work.

The Minister for Mines : He gefs £3 2
week for the position he is filling.

Mr. HOLMAN : This man ruined his
health in the industry. It is true that he
is caretaker of a school just now, but I
maintain that the man is forced to get his
wife to assist him, and he is under no
obligation for that position. I know of
another case, that of the man who is known
as Paddy the Flat. This man is 93 years
of age, and has been working on the
mines in this State sinee 1886, Dnring
the whole of that time he has done a
great deal of work, and at one time he
kept an hotel on the goldfields, and al-
ways rvendered great aid to the sick. I
remember getting for him a pension of
10s. per week some seven or eight years
ago from the State Government, but
when the Commonwealth pensions were
provided I found that the State took
away his pension, and ever since this old
man has been forced to live on the 10s. a
week which he receives from the Com-
monwealth. That man has spent many
years of his life in this State, and on one
oecasion, 18 years ago, when he was be-
tween 70 and 80 years of age, he travel-
led from Geraldton to Ximberley, a
distance of 3,000 miles, carrying his
swag. And this is the man whose pen-
sion we find has been taken away from
him by the State Government simply be-
eanso he is in receipt of an old age pen-
sion from the Commonwealth. Seeing that
this old man eannot have much longer to
live, I would like something to bhe done
for him, and for other identities who have
been responsible for making this place
fit to live in. I have no hesitation in de-
claring that we want a well-defined policy
in conneetion with the mining industry.
Seeing that so much depends upon pros-
pecting in this State we sbould have a
prospecting branch in the Mines Depart-
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ment. At the present time there is no
branch there that ean deal with prospect-
ing. Every matier poes through one
source. I have advocated the introduction
of mining boards in this State, to deal
with local matters, but we require a special
branch of the service to deal with pros-
pecting. embracing country which mining
beards would not have the opportunity
of doing much in. Another matter T
would like to tonch wpon is the quesiion
of water supplies for our prospectors.
A great deal has been done in this coun-
try, but we find that at many of the Gov-
ernment wells men who are out pros-
pecting have to pay in order to obtain a
drink for themselves or their horses, When
men go out on prospecting expeditions
most of them have not much more of that
wherewithal than will keep them for at
the most five or six months, and instead of
taking every penny they possibly can from
these unfortunate people the Government
should not hesitate to give them water
free. I consider also that the State shounld
send out prospectors who are practical
wen to report on the real prospects of the
country. Tt is all very well for us to vead
the reports of the officers of the depart-
ment at the present time, reports contain-
ing so many names which are foreign to
us; what we want is information which
we can understand; we want reporfs from
the officers of the department in langu-
age that will appeal io the prospectors.
If this is done, hetter progress will be
made in that particular branch of the
industry. Special encouragement and as.
sistance should be given to the pros-
pectors. In every new district where
prospectors have opened up new country,
and where it has been found necessary
to sink wells, the prospectors in the locali-
ties should bhe given the opportunity of
sinking these wells instead of sending men
say from Day Dawn to Wiluna to earry
out this work. The prospectors on the
spot should be given the opportunity to
earn a little money, which they would
very readily spend again in furthering
their work of prospecting. Tf the de-
partment were to do this, they would save
a considerable amount of money. Another
matter that I should like to refer to is
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the granting of leases free of all charges,
say for twelve months, providing, of
course, certain conditions were ecarried
out, We shonld alse have a proper sys-
tem of geological surveys. I have brought
the matfer forward on move than one
oceasion, and nrged that instead of having
haphazard geological sarveys, as at pre-
sent, we should pick out a good place
for a base, say, for instanece, a promising
distriet, and extend the field of operations
and get a long trend of lode diseovered,
and the makes and breaks, and give the
opportunity to the leaseholders to follow
in the wake of the geologists. We are
given to understand that in almost every

“field in Weslern Aunstralia the line of lode

travels for many miles, with considerable
breaks, and we require men of know-
ledge to go out and show {he prospector
where to do the work preliminary to open-
ing up new properties. Then, take the
survey fees: owing to the faet that the
labour counditions provide for 6, 12, 1S or
24-acre blocks, nlmost every lease com-
prises one of these arveas; but our scale
of survey fees makes provision for 5, 10,
15 and 20-acre blocks, and so in practice
the prospector has to pay additional fees.
Instead of this we should make provision
to have areas surveyed according to the
lower seale. It is only a small detail, but
it means a considerable amount amongst
all Lhe prospectors in a year, and it is
one of those things which cause a great
deal of irritation, One maiter wrgently
requiring attention is the State batiery
system. From an intimate knowledge of
mining I say that onr State battery sys-
tem is a disgrace to the industry. Tt
has been allowed to drift during the past
eight or ten yvears, almost since its incep-
tion, and to-day it is well-nigh a seandal.
We have very liltle up-to-dale machinery
in any of our baiteries, and very little
encouragement is given to the prospectors.
In many instances they are carting stone
past a State battery to a private mill in
order to have it treated. As far back as
1906 1 advocated the infroduction of gas
producer plants into our State batteries.
1t is only to-day that the Mines Depart-
ment are seeing fit to instal these plants.
If this had been done when first I bronght
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the mafter forward the State battery sys-
tem would have been in a very different
position to-day. The saving of 1s. or 2s.
per ion in freatment charges is of the ut-
niost importance, and a great deal can
be done, n our new batteries at all
events, by having proper equipment so as
to do away with as much handling as
possible. It wounld mean a great deal to
the opening up of low-grade shows. Then,
again, the cost of cyaniding is far too
high, and the guesilon of the treatment
of our slimes is another matter calling for
atteniion. There are several Stale bat-
teries in my own electorate. Some of
them have done good work. That at
Meekatharra, alihough obsolete when
erected, has been of excellent service; yet
men in my distriet are earting stone all
the way down to the Great Fingall. Meeka~
tharra is a mining centre second to none
in the State; it is worthy of the utmost
consideration, and I am glad o learn that
the Minister for Mines has now given
instrnetions for the installation of a gas
producer plant at the battery., Mt. Eger-
ton is another promising centre. A bat-
tery was promised for that place 12
monihs ago, but unfortunately they have
not got it yet, although I believe it is now
on its awvay. That centre will amply re-
pay the expenditure in conmection with
the battery, and I hope that at the same
time they will be provided with an effi-
cient water supply.

The Minister for Mines: I have ap-
proved of two batteries already.

Mr. HOLMAN: I hope the Minister
will remember that they must have an
efficient water supply ready when the bat-
tery starts. There is no waler supply at
Mt. Egerton at present. I mention
these two places because I have intimate
knowledge of both. I desire to touch
upen the different treatmeni meled out
to places such as these, which are
really good distriets, as against thal
accorded to the  Bullffinck and
Phillips River districts, where there
were very few prospectors, and the pro-
perties were held by syndicates, and per-
haps by men with money behind them.
In those places they counld gei railways
and everything else projected in a few
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weeks’ time, and completed within a few
months. That has been ihe ruination of
our mining industry during the past few
years—-too mueh assistance to those with
money hehind them, the rich speculator
and ihe boodler, who liave come into the
country. not for the purpose of develop-
ing the mining industry, but rather to
make as much money as they can and to
get away as quickly as possible, Instead
of assisting these people it is far better
to turn our energies towards assisting the
bona fide prospector. Again, I would like
to see a sliding scale inlreduced in respeet
to charges on our batteries, with speeinl
rates for big parcels from low-grade
mines, That would do a great deal
towards opening up poorer mining fields.
I remember when Meekatharra was ab-
solutely languishing. In 1902 and 1903
I worked hard to get the time sysiem of
crushing established. The fact that by
the introdnetion of that system they were
able to have ileir stone trealed at les:
than one-half the old charge was the
means of opening up and developing tha!
distriet, whieh at the present time is
turning out more gold than any other aren
oulside of Kalgoorlie. The same thin.
will obtain in other centres if we give
special treatment to low-grade proposi-
fions. Yurther discoveries will be made
and perbaps give many langmishing
centres new leases of life, which would
mean a greal inerease in aetivity. I hope
to see the output of gold yet exceed all
past veeords.  Another matter to be taken
in hand by the present Minisier is the
number of exemptions granted in different
mining distriets. Properties are held idle
year by year, exemptions are granted, if
nol on the fields then in the office at Pertn,
I know of many of these exemptions being
extended Dby fortnightly protections, in
one case running lo about two years. [
hope the Minister will not grant exemp-
tions unless absolutely necessary. If these
people will not work their properties the
Minisier should deeclare them forfeited,
and allow others an apportunity of work-
ing them. Then I believe the system of
amalgamation and concentration should he
altered very considerably. The system
has been abused, and the sooner we do
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away with the holding of large areas by
a few big companies who will not work
the properties, and the sooner we give
honest workmen an opportunity of ae-
quiring those properties, the better for
the industry. The present tenure is quile
sufficient, and the conditions of labour on
mines are quite good enough for any per-
son who desires to work a property in a
proper manner. I hope these matters will
be given attention, and that the labour
conditions will be strictly enforeed on our
mining properlies. I am speaking mostly
in connection wth properties in my own
distriet, where thousands of acres are held
without heing worked, held for the pur-
yiose of speculation only. I am sorry to
sy that the system has been allowed to
grow, until at present it has reached a
stage highly detrimental o the mining in-
dustry. 1 have been in other distriets
where I have seen whole towns practically
idle because the mines were held under
exemption, and were not being worked.
Any leaseholder who desires exemption
simply because he is sick, and has no
funds to go on with, should receive every
consideration; but the system has been
abused in the past and it is necessary that
the matter should be dealt with in a
vigorous manner by the Minister for
Mines.

The Minister for Mines: I have had one
or {wo weeping on my doorstep already.

Mr. HOLMAX: 1 hope the Minister
will send them to fheir leases, and malke
them do a bit of sweating there. One other
matter which every member must view
with feelings not quite satisfactory is the
financial position of the State. Despile
all we heard about the surplus at the end
of last June, despite the fact that we
were fold how prosperous the State was,
it does not require a financial genius to
understand the position. Combined wilh
the faet that we are not having too sue-
eessful a season in the agricultural dis-
triets, and that the mining industry is
not to-day af its highest level, come other
signs to show that the financial position
is far from being satisfactory. In all
probability the present Government will
be criticised by members of the Opposi-
tion, who will say, “See what we did. We
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showed 2 surplus after only seven years' -
work But T am satisfied that if the
presenl Government carry on their work
as they should do it will be absolutely
impossible to show any surplus for a year
or twe, at any rate. The position is
serious and must be faced, In the past
when we bad any ammount of money ihe
expenditure was allowed to go on in a
haphazard fashion, and I maintain that
even al the present lime in questions of
detail, small sums of £10, £20, £50, or
£100 are expended withoui consideration.
The. revenue is going out through a lot
of small holes like unio the hotiom of a
sieve. Theve are so many of these litile
holes ihai as soon as the revenue comes
in it goes out again. The present Min-
istry must look to matters of detail, see
in what directions they can curtail es-
penditure, and see that no money Is
frittered away, whether the sums are small
or large. Again, we know that the recent
Rason-Moore-Wilson Government, by a
manipulation of the funds of the State,
transferred te loan actount a great deal
of expenditure which properly belonged
to vevenue. In the hig spending depart-
ments such as Railways, the Works De-
partment, and the Mines Department, the
expenditure which in 19045 was taken
from revenue and was transferred by the
late Government (o loan, amounts (o
hundreds of thousands of pounds. The
present Government cannot, of course,
bring that lump- sum back at ouee, but
they must bring back to revenue by de-
grees Lhose items of expenditure which
belong lo revenue, and so we shall get
back to the old system of paying for
much of this {ransferred expeniture from
revenue, to which it properly belongs. A
couple of the items I ¢an mentlion, viz,
new works and equipment, and fhe re-
placement of obsolete rolling-stock. The
replacement of obsolete stock alone munst
run info £30,000 or £40,000 a yvear, I
maintain that a sum of £5,000 of this
expenditure should be replaced in revenue
expendifure on the next Estimates, and
that we should keep on increasing that
amount from year to year until it is all
returned to revenue account and we get
back to the sound position that we occu-



[14 Noveamper, 1911.]

pied years ago. If we continue the pre-
sent rate of loan expenditnre and do so
little from revenue, we will land ourselves
in a very bad position in a short period.
I hope the present Administration will
take this into consideration and endeavour
to place many of these items of expendi-
tore in the place they should properly
oceupy, and not continue to bolster up
revenne at the expense of loan funds. The
same thing applies to the Works and
Mines Departments, in both of which a
great deal of money has been expended
from loan which should have been charged
lo revenne. I hope that at the earliest
possible date a departure will be made in
ihe direction I have indicated. It is not
my intention to speak any further to-
night, except to say that at the earliest
possible date the Ministry should get into
recess, attend to the work of their de-
partments, and take the opportunity of
coming down early next year with a good
programme embracing the main planks of
the platform of the party to which we
belong, and of bringing forward legisla-
tion that will be in the interests of the
State. A great deal can be done by ad-
ministration and I am satisfied that the
Ministers are anxzious to do everything
possible in the interests of the Stale. If
they do that, I am confident that when
members opposite begin to critieise they
will not have mueh to complain of.
Donbtless they will eriticise, but affer the
expression of opinion given by the people
of the Siate on 3rd Oectober they onght
to feel that the country is satisfied to
trust its affairs to this party and that
they have not got much justification for
eriticism.

Mr. Mitchell: When you were here with
13 you criticised.

Mr. HOLMAN : But look at the differ-
ence in the calibre of the men, We could
do some good by criticising the then Min-
istry. Doubtless some of the members
who are on the Opposition side of the
House will bring forward some of the
argumenis we used when we were there,
in order to show, if possible, what is not
being done.  However, they were not
capable of doing mmch when they were
on the Ministerial benches, except to run
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the State into the condition it is in at
the present time, and take eredit for
ihings which they did not de. I want to
repeat again that I hope the session will
be brief. Ministers have had no oppor-
tunily of going into the departments, and
it is better for them to look through the
departments and find out the true posi-
tiop, and then come down next year with
a proper programme of work, which I
feel sure will meet with the approval of
the majority of members in this Chamber.
Sc far as I am personally concerned, if
I see anything that is not going right T
will take the stand I have always taken
in the past; at the same time, I shall take
every opportunity of pushing forward
any good work for the benefit of the State,
and I hope that the efforts of members on
this side and of members on the other side
also, for we have had a good many pro-
mises, will resnlt in more years of
prosperity and a better condition of
affairs throughout the whole of the State
than we have had in the past.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN (Forrest) : The few
observations I have to make will be very
brief, firstly because I think members on
these henches have given their opiniouns to
the House in a greater measure than any
other members in the Chamber, and see-
ondly beeause I recognise that in a debale
of this kind it is necessary to bovrilise our
opinions as much as possible. We have
heard from the leader of the Opposition
and others sitting on that side of the
House reasons advaneed for the extra-
ordinary revulsion of fecling which was
manifested on the 3rd of October, and we
have nlso heard charges on the Oppeosition
side that the Labour party gained this
victory by misrepresentation. But if we
were to look into the records of that eam-
paign we eounld come to no other eon-
clusion than that, if there was misrepre-
sentation in the field, those on the other
side were guilty of most of it. The fact
is that ihe Wilson Government had ont-
lived their nsefulness and the people took
the first opportunity to turn them down.
I was reading in a report of a social ten-
dered to the late member for Swan that
the chairman had stated that Mr. Jacoby
was personally popular but owed his de-
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feat to having to carry the Wilson Gov-
ernment on his back. All of us will, I
think, agree that he had soch a load that
it was enough to weigh him down. We
have had much talk of misrepresentation,
but the most glaring instances thal came
under my notice at any rate were those
that eame from the Nelson and Pingelly
electorates. T helieve that every member
in this Chamber will give eredit o the
leader of the Qpposition for the slrengous
fight he put up. I recognise that he did
not spare an ounce of effort in his en-
deavour to achieve victory, bui I realised
also that owing fo the forces heing
against that parfy they were going to
suffer defeat. If ibere is one wmember
uf the last Parliament wlose absence I
regrel it is the late member for Williams,
and while I weleome my young friend Mr.
Johnston—-and T spent a fortnight in his
electorate helping him—I think most mem-
bers are sorry to lose such a good per-
sonal friend as Mr. Coweher proved to be.
In connection with the fight in the Nelson
electorate, T have in my possession a eir-
cular issued on the eve of the election in
whieh My. Layman stated that if the peo-
ple of the Nelson electorate wanted Irish
blight introduced into their distriet, they
shounld support Mr. William Johnston, the
Labour eandidate. That I think is play-
ing it low down, and may be that gentle-
man hiuself on refleetion will admit it.
Posilively, however, the most glaring in-
stance of misrepresentation during the
campaign was the manifeslo and extra-
ordinary doeument published by the mem-
ber for Pingelly during his campaign. 1
have had oceasion previously to refer to
that manifesto,

Mr, Heitmann: Guess who wrole it.

AMr. O’LOGHLEN: 1 do not think the
member for Pingelly wrote it, but he
subseribed his name to it. During the
campaign in that eonstituency, which was
fought with much vigour and earnestness
on hoth sides, we found the present mem-
ber spending most of his time in giving
afternoon teas to the ladies, buying re-
freshments for the male eleciors, and
patting the children on their heads and
giving them messages fo earry home to
their fathers to vote for Mr. Harper. But
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what T wish to draw attention to is the
extraordinary appeal he made {0 the elec-
tors. Fe siated that his opponent stood
for— .

An absolute coniradiction of this de-
-mand {o open the way te prosperity.
He has bound himself body and soul
and mind io a written printed agree-
ment, which if he transgresses in one
iota he wili be listed among the poli-
tically damaned.

I do not know that members on this side
are shaekled to that extent, and I am smr-
prised at he intelligent electors of Pin-
gelly taking notiee of a matter of this
kind, but he states further on—

We are beginning to feel the effects
of prosperily.

Judging by this remarkable doenment the
hon. member was beginning to feel the
effects of something else when he pub-
lished it.
Shall this continue, or are we going to
swap lhorses aud take up the “Mark
Time"” policy which stagnated the coun-
try when the party supported by my
opponent held office? We want prac-
tical progressive work, not promises
and programmes, talk and theory. What
bas the Opposition done to justify its
existence?
The very faet that we have every seat on
this side is a towering tribute io the 1u-
telligence of the eleclors and a fitting re-
ply to the hon. member’s question as to
what the then Opposition had done dur-
ing the last few years. Then again the '
manifesto stated—

Let the party supported by my op-
ponent be returned, and what chaos will
result. Land Setilement will be stop-
ped, Values will be deereased by order
of ihe Legislation stopping the issue of
Titles, and everything will have to wait
pending the deliberations of the City
and Goldfields Trades Union Bosses,
who are solely wage-earning represen-
talives, with liftle or no stake in the
country.

This “stake in the counlry” gag is just
about worn out, and rightly so, but this
just shows the straits to which the hon,
member was pushed when he bad to resort
to statements of this kind., Is there any
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evidence of this chaos? Is it to be seen in
Western Australia to-day owing to the
fact that the Labour party hold power
with an enormous majority? Is there any
evidence that settlement has ceased or been
curtailed, or that financial aid is being
refused? Further on the writer of this
election appeal stated—

My opponent stands for a party who
would bring the incipient influence of
their hide-bound, Trades Hall governed
principles and unions into your very
homes, forcing even your own flesh and
blood to become slaves of their organi-
sation; and unless your lads bow down
and worship at their shrine they must
give way to the stranger within your
gates which bear the union stamp and
label.

[{The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

Mrv. Price: Was that the speech of the
member for Beverley?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: He was never cap-
able of putting phrases like that together,
but some other gentleman bas written this
extraordinary document, and prompted
him to put his signature to it. In the con-
cluding part of this manifesto published
in the TPest Ausiralian, he stales—

This should urge you to at the very
outset do your utmost to see that at
least your sons may continue to work
untrammelled for you and on this own
homestead —

an appeal to the farmers to vise up
their might and prevent the Labour party
getting into power, because they would
prevent the sons of the farmers from
working on their fathers’ farms.

See that the family life is maintained,
This appeal to maintain the family life
comes sirangely from the member for Pin-
gelly, but he went on to state—

Shortly your daughters may be driven
for like reasons out of their homes.
Fancy the member for Pingelly uttering
such an appeal to the people, and using
the astounding threat that of the Labour
party were returned the farmers’ daugh-
ters would be driven ount of their homes.
I would he ashamed to put snch a doca-
ment before the people, and I am confi-
dent that no other member of this Cham-
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ber, no matter on which side he sits, wounld
transgress the bounds of decency and fair
play to the extent of charging this party
with driving daughters from their fathers’
roofs. The member for Beverley should
be the last to Tise up and talk of driving
daughters out of their homes.

Mr. Heitmann: Those who live in glass
houses should not throw stones.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The hon. member
went on to urge {he electors—

By breaking up the home my op-
ponent’s party would strike at the very
root of all social life.

Again this man who is out to purify
politics ! I trust that never will it be
found necessary for a Labour candidale
to win his away into this Parliament,
this deliberate Assembly, by such tacties
as these. I trust never will it be neces-
sary for a member of the party I assoc-
iate with, or for members of the other
side of the House to make this appeal to
the electors and try to insuilt their intelli-
gence in the way evidently this mani-
festo intended. However, we find it had
the effect. We find that the hon, mem-
ber whe put his signature to that docu-
ment has a seat in this Chamber, and will
have it for the next three years at any
rate ; but I believe that what actonated
the electors in that distriet was not so
much this appeal from this apostle of
purity, but was the railway policy which
was placed before the district by the
Government, and also divergent opinions
on the question of routes. of different
lines. The people wanted railways and
they thought the late member and the
late Government would be prepared to
give them a better desl than we wonld
be prepared to give them, and it is un
fortunate in some respects they were dis-
appointed. They thought they were re-
turning a member to support a strong
Government, instead of which they re-
turned a weak member to a weak and
diseredited Oposition. I am pleased with
that portion of the Governor’s Speech
which states that an amendment to the
Agricultural Bank Act is on the stoeks.
In mingling to a great extent with the
farmers in the eastern* distriets which
are effected so much to-day, I have real-
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ised that one of the first steps the Gov-
ernment should take is to liberalise the
functions of the Agriculiural Bank and
take away some of the shackles which ap-
pear to tie down the trustees of the bank
in making advances. In the South-West
where the settlers ar¢ taking the heart-
breaking task of carving out a home for
themselves, they have heen refused ad-
vances by the Agricultural Bank trus-
tees, mainly, T tlink, because a slight
prejudice exists against advaneing money
in that part of the State. I hope they
will overcome this in the future, and T
trust the bank will be the means of giv-
ing the necessary relief to a large number
of settlers nrgently in need of relief at
the present time. We are told by some
members of the Opposition, and by some
members of another place, that the very
fact of proclaiming that a dry season
exists has a bad effect, and that it shonld
not have been proclaimed. Bot we must
recognise that the past policy has been
to send selectors out beyond the safe
rainfall belt. People have not been
guided by the experience of South Aus-
tralia, where in the early days seftlers
rushed out beyond Goyder’s line of rain-
fall with unfortunate results. We have
in this State, to some extent, the same
thing taking place; and while the late
Minister for Lands was prepared to settle
people 30 or 40 miles away from a rail-
way in the Mount Marshall distriet, he
was not prepared to look with a favour-
able eye on some parts of the Sonth-West
which he never ceases to praise. I
brought under the notice of the late
Minister that when inspectors were re-
porting on estates for repurchase, they
should consider the Pallingup estate at
Broomehill, an estate of 22,000 aeres,
that wag offered for 12s. 6d. an acre
originally and for £2 an aere 12 months
ago. It was recommended by the ad-
visory board, but the Minister for some
reason or ofher failed to give a stimulus
to that distriet and failed to acquire that
this property at £2 an aere within a safe
rainfall, that would have been the means
of placing several selectors on the land,
and let a private man step in and secure
it at £4 an acre and turn it to aceount.
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I trust, in future, that if any opportun-
ity eomes along for the Governmeni to
repurchase estates they will do it in dis-
triets where there is a sufficient rainfail.
It is difficult for a wan to sueceed in the
heavy rainfall belt in the South-West,
but 1 believe that by a system such as
was placed hefore Ministers recently, a
system of sound irvigation, a great deal
of relief would be brought about when
the season proves dry in the eastern
distriets. Provision should be made to
conserve the water now allowed fo run
to waste in the winter, to provide for irri-
gation and the development of the dairy-
ing industry to a greater extent than has
been done in the past. I am pleased the
Government propose to do something in the
direction of amending the Workers Com-
pensation Act. We pleaded during the
last three years that the Iate Government
shonld amend that Aet to give greater
consideration and protection to the men
engaged in different industries. The rock
on which both parties split in the last
Parliament was when we tried to give the
Minister power to bring in by proclama-
tion certain diseases fo secure ecompen-
sation for miners. If we do mno more
this session than fo amend the Aet so
that workers who receive injuries ean re-
ceive compensation from the day they re-
ceive the injury, we will at least give be-
lated assistance to unfortunate workers.
All people now recognise the benefits of
workers’ compensation, and the justice
of. it. It has been laid down for a con-
siderable time that every industry should
look after its maimed and injured.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: As an executive
officer of the second largesi organisation
in the State, I am absolutely astounded
at the alarming frequency of accidents
in our different big industries. Some steps
are absolutely necessary to amend the
Workers’ Compensation Aet, so that
there will be some consideration given
in place of the human toll that has been
going on year by year. We have in
the timber industry accidents occurring
day by day, and week by week, and
very little consideration is paid to if. I
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think that when powerful companies can
pay 10 per cent., they should be called
upon by the Governmeni to pay a litile
more consideration to the women and
children bereft of fheir bread winners,
who have met their deaths while carrying
-on that particular industry. There
-should be more inspection and registration
of accidents ocenrring. I trust the Gov-
-ernment will do something in this diree-
tion. It has been suggested in connection
with this industry in the South-West 1
know most about that a tax should be
levied to build up a fund that eonld he
utilised to give relief to the dependents
of those who meet death or injury in fol-
lowing their oconpation, but I believe the
best way to overcome Lhe difficulty would
be to amend the Workers’ Compensation
Act and inciude all classes of employees,
making the industry pay for the vietims
ib brings about year after year. TUnless
gome oiher steps are taken I propose,
during this session if possible, to intro-
duce a short measmre compelling private
companies to carry freight and passengers
on their private lines at Government rates.
Large areas of Western Australia have
been given away to private companies
to exploit, and they enjoy practically a
principality. The Government are power-
less under the present laws o regulate
how the traffic shonld he carried on over
these companies’ lines, or even to say that
any freight shonld be earried at all. I
trust some action will be taken, and pos-
sibly it may not be necessary to introduce
such a Bill. With regard to the policy
of establishing homes for the people, I
am pleased at the promised introduetion
of a measnre with this object., Bix years
ago I was a delegate at the conference of
the first miners’ conference of the Feder-
ated Miners’ Union, at which 8000 or
9,000 men were represented. T brought
forward a motion for the establishment
of workers’ homes and it was carried;
and since then I have returned to the
question once or twice. I believe there
is no country on God’s earth offers better
opportunities than Western Australia for
carrying out a scheme of this characier,
becanse here we have land comparatively
cheap, and alse a timber industry within
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a few miles of the metropolis, and State-
owned railways to carry the timber. I
believe we can carry it out in this eountry
with a far greater degree of success than
would be possible in any other country,
and I trnst our jarrah timber will be
utilised in the construetion of these build-
ings. T trust also that the present Gov-
ernment will pay rmore attenlion to this
mdusiry than past Governments. T need
not enlarge to-night on Lhe necessity for
going in for a more vigorous and up-to-
date policy in conneclion with foresiry or
refloresiation. I have pleaded in this
Chamber for hows at a time, not for ve-
planting timber, which 1 do uot think
is necessary, but for the proper policing
of the timber we have. I pleaded with
the loie Minister for Lands to so classify
our timber arens as to protecl the State
in the future. 1 shall be able to guote
figures to prove that the State itself,
which shonld be the most powerful com-
bination, needs prolecting at the present
time, 1 hope the Government will bring
under the notice of the Federal authori-
ties the necessity for advertising our tim-
bers. At the Royal Show I saw an exhi-
bit by Mr. Malraison, which not only re-
flected credit on the man that was res-
ponsible for turning it out, but alke on
the State for having such a magnificent
asset in the shape of the mines of wealth
on the fringe of our south-westexn sea-
board. I have noticed splendid exlibits
in Robertson and Moffat’s of work of
local produetion, and I trust the Minister
for Lands, who is enthusisstic in this
direction, will be able to spare a litle
time—though I have sympathy for him
in the great amount of work placed on
his shoulders that I fear will overwhelm
bim—to rearganise the Forestry Depari-
ment and put the industry on a better
footing, Though not the most important
industry in the State, yet it is praetically
responsible for the whole of the prosperity
in the South-Wesi. The Government re-
quire 400,000 sleepers each year and the
Trans-Ansiralian railway, shortly {o be
started, will absorb a considerable quan-
tity. We have areas of jarrah forests
where matured timber is awaiting the
fellers. We have a declaration from the
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late Minister for Lands that he has re-
served three-quarters of a million acres,
though when I have pinned him down he
has never been able to tell me where this
arer exists, or what quantity of market-
able timber it is likely to produce. As a
matfer of fact we have to go on imaginary
lines drawn across the State, and to trust
to officers, who have never been over the
loeality, as to the figures of what timber
we may make use of. We have practically
given away the bulk of our timber lands
to private companies, who have exploifed
the industry and built up agencies in
different parts of the world, and worked
up an export trade which runs info mil-
lions. These companies to-day, owing to
the buoyaney of trade and the multipli-
city of orders, are not prepared to tender
for State supplies. We have two rail-
ways in the course of construction that are
Lung up for want of sleepers. 'We have
offers to supply sleepers forward at three-
pence per stick advance; and when I
quote the advances that have been made
during the past few years, it will perhaps
establish my claim better than anything
else. In 1908 for the standard sleeper
required for railway construction, the
price was Is. 1d.; in 1909 it was 1s. 2144d.;
fo-day, in 1911, for the Southern Cross-
Rullfinch railway, it has reached 2s. 1d.,
an advance in that short space of time
of £1 4s. G14d. per lpad, T wonld not
abject to that advance being hrought
about if I knew that the men producing
the wealth were gefting one fraction of
it; but they are not. That £1 4s. 6144. is
going into the pockets of private indi-
viduals, owing to the faet that privaie
companies, having orders for as much as
they ean supply, are halding a pistol at
the head of the Minmister for Works, and
demanding their own prices. 1 shall en-
deavour by this inerease to prove that the
State shonld proteet itself even at this
late hour. Jt should have protected it-
self vears ago. The price for hewn
sleepers is 1s. 544d. off the State’s own
land, when two vears ago it was 1s. 3%d.
That means an increase of ds. 2d. per
load. The price for sawn sleepers is 2s. 2d,,
it was 1s. 7d. to 2s. 2d. eighteen
months ago, or up to 18s. 1d. per
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load increase, and not one farthing
is going into the pockets of the men
who produce them. It is time the Gov-
ernment adopted a different attitude,
so as to be free from the exactions of
these ecompanies who have no eonsidera-
tion for their employees in the matter of
inereased prices, but who are demanding
these inereases from the Government be-
cause they have got the Government in a
fix, I pleaded three years ago for the erec-
tion of a State saw miil, but Sir Newton
Moore ridienled the idea, and it received
seant support from the other side of the
House. The contractors, however, pul the
serew on by raising the price of sleepers
4d. a stick for the Port Hedland-Marble
Bar railway. and il was only then that the
position was realised, and it was recog-
nised that after all there was some merit
in a State saw mill, One eventually was es-
tablished 16 wonths ago, but we find now
that the mill was bungled by the engineers
who had no knowledge of building saw-
mills. It was quite an obsolete affair, it
was just thrown together, and the manage-
ment was not given any opportunity of
showing what could be done, yet in 16
manths’ time they turned out 5,000 loads
of timber at an average rate of £1 1%s. a
load and showed a profit for that period
of £3,000. The State mill at Dwellingup
has in the past three months shown a pro-
fit of £884, and the wages which have been
paid to the men engaged there show the
State to be a model employer; they have
gone over the minimum to the extent in
gsome cases of 2s. a day; they have
good men and they pay them well,
and T heope that the position will
continne. That shows the success of
State enterprise, and if such enter-
prise brings those results I say the
more public servants we have the hetter.
At the present time the demand for
sleepers is so great fromn two departments,
the railways and works, that this Gov-
ernment are buiiding another saw-mill.
It is within five miles of the existing
mill and wili have a capacity of 70 loads
a day; even then it will be only suffi-
cient for the requirements of the Railway
Department and Existing Lines, and T am
going to plead with the Minister for Rail-
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ways to build another mill near the karri
country below Bridgetown. If we are to
have a fair deal so far as the State de-
partments are concerned, it will be only
by erecting Siate mills and by paying good
wages and attracling the best workmen.
It is an intolerable position for the State
to have to give away all those magnificent
areas at a peppercorn rental. Ii is in-
tolerable that such fine aveas should be
given to those companies {o enable them
to build up a huge export irade, show fhat
they are prospering, and then hold the
pistol over the heads of the Works De-
partmeni and demand increased prices. I
am going to give the Govermment every
assistance I possibly ean, and I Liope that
some action will be taken so (hat the work-
ers may reap direct benefit from any in-
crease which may follow. It would not
be so bad if {hese companies were only
cotting From the concession they got from
the (fovernmenis in times gone by, but
they have been operating on every acre
of Crown land and reservingy their own
concessions for future time. We could
to-morrow issue an order that no more
cutting should be carried on on Crown
lands, and this wonld have the effect of
driving them back to their own holdings,
and I believe by doing that we may be
able to wet men fo work for the Gtovern-
ment to produee our own requirements,
and thus enable us io have a reserve stock
for the Transcontinental railway. 1f the
Forestry Department were organised on
proper lines, and if we had a better sys-
tem operating, it would prevent matters
going through half a dozen channels, as
is the case in the Lands Department, be-
fore being dealt with and the position
would be much beiter. There has been no
confidence shown in the staff of the For-
estry Department, and T trust that at the
earliest opportunity it will be put on a
proper basis and that we will be able to
instruct the conservator, knowing that that
conservator will have a knowledge of the
country and the Crown lands that can be
operated on, and by this means orders
could be placed with the couservator by
the departments. This officer wounld
also be the means of saving a suffi-
cient sum of money, which could

263

be laid aside in order to bring back
to a reproductive state all the cut-out
areas. I eonld speak for hours on this
question but-I do not think it is right to
infliet too mueh of the subject npon hon.
members at this early stage of the ses-
sion. With regard to the question of State
enterprise, I trust the Government will
immediately consider the erection of a
third State milt in, as T have stated, the
karvi district, and by that means, although
we may be inereasing the number of pub-
lic servants. we will be able to show bet-
ter resnlts, and we would not he plaeinys
ourselves in the humilialing position of
having to bow the knee to the companies
who have in the pasl obtained coneessions
and have done as they pleased without
interference. T trust that the Minister for
Lands, when he has a little time, will look
into this matter—I do not think he will
have much time, beeause I consider it is
too much to place on the shoulders of one
man the administration of the Lands, the
Forestry, and the Agrieultural Depart-
ments, and it has been pointed out time
and again that {he Lands Department has
50,000 clients, and if the Minister for
Lands is going to give his personal at-
tention io almost every maiter I am afraid
he is likely to wreck his health if he at-
tempts too much—I repeat if he has a
little time, I hope he will re-organise the
Forestry Department in the manner T have
suggested and go in for planting other
woods from which good will result. I
would alse urge on the Minister for Lands
to obtain a report on the 170,000 acres of
alleged pine forests in the Kimberley dis-
triet. We have obtained no information
about that further than that this belt of
timber is supposed to exist in the Kim-
berleys. This area was granted o three
companies some little time baek, and 1
would like to know what progress, if any,
has been made by the companies in ex-
pioiting the timber, what sort of timber
it is, and what protection the State has
brought about for itself in regard to the
futore of this part of- the State.

The Minister for Lands: T can tell you
that right off. The concessions are on cur
hands,

Mr. ’LOGHLEN: The late Minister
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got them off his hands pretty quickly.
There is an element of doubt as to what
there really is in that part of the coun-
try. The member for Kimberley comes
from that part of the State, but T sup-
pose it wonld be difficult for even bim to
know what the country is like.

Mr. Male: I have never seen that part
of the Slale,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The only reliable
evidence we have is that of Inspector
Halle, who has reported that the timber is
eqnal to that of Queensland and imper-
vions to white anis, but we have never
obtained any Eurther information and we
cannot get it from the Fovestry Depart-
ment while it remains in its present
eramped and shackled condition, It is a
good pelicy for the Government to go in
for the planting of pine forests in various
parts of the State. In the Albany dis-
triet we have an immense area of country
snitable for the growing of pines, and
we shounld turn our attention {o this very
imporant matter, and try and produce
forests where the least expense will be
incurred.

Mr. Price: There are 2,000 acres re-
served there,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We should have
more. It has been demonstrated in other
countries that pine growing is a profitable
venture. This can only be done by Stiate
enterprise; no private individual can wait
for the trees to come to maturity. I was
in South Anstralia a little while ago and
I watched the Stale saw-mill there work-
ing on one order, turning out for loeal
orehardists 20,000 fruit cases made from
pine trees. The pine foresis in Sounth
Australia ave, on the evidence of the loeal
conservator, earning a profit of £200 an
acre. They were planted a good many
years after I was bornm, but they come lo
maturity very much earlier than the pine
forests do in Germany. If our State went
in for this sysiem of planiing pine forests
they would reap a big reward and make
provision for posterity’s interests. If we
do not do something in the near future
to prolect our forests, which we are de-
nuding very rapidly, it follows, as night
follows day. that in a few years’ time
our exports will dwindle away, and the
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experience of America will be foreed upon
us. We shonld remember the advice of
Messys. Jefford, Pinchot, and Belloe and
other foresters, who have put it on record
in Ameriea that in 16 years, unless some
provision is made, the timber famine will
be so disastrous that it will blight every
home in the land. All other countries tell
us the same tale, and history shows us
that other nations, who negiected to pro-
vide for their future timber supplies,
suffered to a great extent. I trust in
Western Australin, before it is too late,
this demoeratic Government will, at least,
make some provision for the future, and
see that we are nof placed in the same
unfortunate position as other States of
Australia, which have now to resort to the
use of steel sleepers. Another matier
which might engage the attention of the
Government in the future is the question
of reducing the cost of living. T am not
going over the same ground as other mem-
bers, namely, the price of meat and other
commodities, but I believe by the system
of workmen’s homes the Government will
be able to reduce the rents, which will he
a big factor. Tt is no use giving a man
an increase in wages of 5s. if the land-
lord is going around on Monday to collect
3s. 6d. and the butcher takes the rest on
Tuesday. Rents have gone up to an
enormons exlent in Perth, and I believe
the Government should go further than
this propesal of building workmen’s
homes, and that is to establish a State
brick yard. In 1905 bricks averaged
from 30s. to 38s. a thousand at the kiln;
in 1906 they averaged from 35s. to 40s.;
in 1910 they avernged from 40s, to 48s.,
and in 1911 from 46s. to 52s. 6d.; the
other class of picked and moulded bricks
average up to 85:. a thousand at the
present time. Mr, Mc¢Gowan, the Premier
of New South Wales, when faced with a
similar position acquired brick works
where the plant was obsolete and only
primitive methods were employed. At
this place they were turning out bricks at
a cost of 23s. a thousand, and Mr. Me-
Gowan in a few weeks hopes to he abie to
make them at 19s. 4d. a thousand, If they
can do that in New South Wales I think it
is a little hit over the odds for holders and
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people acquiring their own homes in this
State to be called upon to pay 52s. 6d. I
trust some sort of action will be taken.
People have been going into the guestion,
and on investigation ihey seee that we
could as a Staie acquire a plant, pay 5
per cent. interest and 5 per cent. deprecia-
tion, and turn out bricks at 30s. a thou-
sand. The cost of building has increased
far beyond its proper proportions, and I
trust the Government will take some steps
towards reduecing it. Timber took an in-
crease last Friday, when all the timber
merchants notified the contractors that
they were going to force the price up.
What is the reason for that?

Mr. Heitmann: They tell us such things
come from the law of supply and demand.

Mr. (’LOGHLEN: The price has gone
np to nearly every individual in the State
requiring timber, and I trust the (Govern-
ment will look into this matter also, and
so earn the lasting gratitude, not only of
the worker trying to acquire his own
home, but of the great bulk of the people
in the State who are opposed to those
others who think we have reached the
stage when by “honourable understand-
ings” prices can be.forced up.

The Premier: They ean foresee what is
coming, and want to get in while they can.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I hope their chance
will not last much longer. I do not think
it is neecessary to appeal to the Govern-
ment to bring about these requirements.
Like the rest of us, they have a knowledge
of the evils that exist, and I believe they
will do their utmost te bring about a
change. I have here a lot of figures in
connection with different departments,
and more particularly in respect to the
fimber industry, but I am not going to
weary you with them to-night. [ eon-
gratulate the Government on the first step
they took, namely the raising of the mini-
mum rate of wage of the railway em-
ployees, It has been said that this action
may bring about a lot of trouble, and it
has created a number of anomalies; but
it js easier for men of higher rank to get
an improvement of their minimum than
it is for the men receiving 7s. a day. I
believe that under ordinary counditions a
country that can show a good wages’
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sheet is on the highroad to success. The
wages' sheet is generally accepted as a
reliable barometer of a eountry’s pros-
perity. I trust the Government will re-
ceive every assistance, not only from this
side but from the opposite side of the
House also, in their efforts to improve the
conditions of those most in need of im-
provement, and that they will bot be
harassed by being asked to concede im-
possible demands. I recognise that the
men are entitled to increases, but I say
thal under present circumstances, when
the State is faced with a season somewhat
below the average, people should be
patient, and those expecting big things of
the Government shon!d recognise that no
Government eau do more than the financial
position will admit of. I hope the Gov-
ernment will try and improve the condi-
tion of the school teacher in the country
distriets. It is the biggest scandal ever
known in the history of Western Australia
that married roen down in my electorate,
and in other electorates, should be teach-
ing schools of 30 children strong at a
fraction over £2 a week. The present
Government should not condone that
policy. No matter who goes short in the
near foture the teacliers who are doing so
much should receive that recognition which
they deserve. TFor the past five years the
Minister for Edueation has gone along to
the annunal conference of teachers and
told them year after year that they were
engaged in an undounbtedly noble work,
and that if they persevered in it they
would get their reward in the next world.
‘We want the thing improved, for we have
married men on a wage that is a disgraee
to the department to pay. I trust some-
thing will be done in this respect. I want
to say in eonclusion that although the
Labour party has been returned with an
enormons majority

Mr, Heitmann: People still have their
homes.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : And I hope more
will bave homes in the near future. What
I was about to say was that the tide in
our favour is not yet ebbing but, rather,
1s increasing in volume. The other day
when an election was held for that Cham-
ber which some deseribe—I know they
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have no right to so deseribe it—as an old
men’s home—I beg pardon, Mr. Speaker,
I shall say that when an election was held
for another place we found two Labour
men, up against powerful opponents, on a
roll anything but satisfaetory, returned
by large majorities. It is an indication
that the people require a change in our
institutions, and that some radical re-
form is necessary in that Chamber, which
is deseribed as a check on hasty legisla-
tion, but it could be beiter described as
the death chamber of demoecratic hope,
and of all progressive legislation. Now a
few words in regard to a letter I have
just come across. I claim that theve is no
canse for alarm at the advent of the
Laboar Government, although some
people, it would seem, ave trembling at
the threatened results. This letter was
written to a Iady whe had a couple of
patehes of sand to sell. No tax that
could be imagined was likely to affect
that laud ; yet when this lady placed her
two blocks in the hands of a candidate
unsuecessfully running in the liberal in-
terests at the recent election, a Mr. Mit-
chell—not the member for Northam, but
a Mr. Wilford Mitehell—he wrote to this
effect—

Dear Madam, I am in reeeipt of
yours of 17th instant and must express
regrel for my appavent negligence in
nob replying sooner, the delay having
been oceasioned by the iliness of my
ivpist and congestion of work. It would
he impossible for me to put a fixed price

~on vour two lots, the position being
that if a person requires a block he
generally ascertains what is on the
market and picks the cheapest. The
advent of the Labour Government into
power will not facilitate the sile, as
the land tax is going to be reimposed
without any exemption and, consequen-
tly, the unearned in¢rement is all eaten
up by the taxation, therefore speeu-
lators ave chary of buying except for
purposes of utility.

No land tax would be likely to affeect

ihose (wo blocks located at Welshpool.
The land market is decidedly quieter
and 1 ean lold out ne immediate hope
of finding a huyver. Had you expressed
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a wish to sell a few months ago I
could easily have dispesed of the lot.
However, please let me know what you
are prepared to take, and rest assured

I will do by best to earry out your

wishes.

Mr. Heitmann : You are not surprised
at Lis being beaten.

Mr. O°'LOGHLEN : No, but I am sur-
prised that anyone should try to mislead
and scarve the people like that.  This
genlleman in the land ageney business
replies to the effect that he is unable to
place the blocks, that speculators will
not buy them owing to the advent of this
Labour Government, and that it is im-
posible to get rid of a bolding. Yet I
have been informed by Mr. MeCallum,
seeretary of the Trades Hall, who owns
a block of land at Subiaco and has never
yvet tried to sell if, that since the change
of Government be has received three
written applications from would-be
buyers. I think if Mr. Wilford Mitehell
perseveres in the strain in which he wrote
that letter some of the congestion in his
office will be relieved, and he will have a
little more time to nquire into the state
of the market than he then had. I desire
to conclude by expressing the hope that
the Govermment will show an earnest de-
sire in the near future to carry into effect
the policy they have brought down to the
House. It might have been a more com-
prehensive policy if we had contemplated
sitting a few weeks in the summer, but
on past experience I do not think we
would be likely to get good results if we
kept members here unitl February or
Marech. Next session, however, it is io
he hoped the Government will come
down with a far-reaching policy which
will be duly carried into effect, and as
a result of which the party will be
spurred into greater efforts in the cause
of humanity, efforts which will lead to
the lasting good of every taxpayer in the
community.

Mr. HARPER (Pingelly): Although
opposed to members on the Government

stde of the House I have to con-
gratulate von, Sir, on the very high

and honourable position in which you
have been placed, and I hope you
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will fill that position in a manner
deserving of it. I have not much doubt
in that respect. I congratulate the Pre-
mier on the great majority he obtained
at the last election. I do not see very
mueh difference in opinion at the present
time between members on the Government
side and those on this side of the House.
I have heard a good deal about the plat-
formr of the Labour party, and I have
heard from mewbers of the Legislative
Council that they are a non-party House,
I am inclined to thiok also that this is a
non-party House at the present time.
Evervone hopes for the future prosperity
of Western Awustralia. I for one will eon-
gratulate the Premier and his party if the
prosperity of Western Awnstralia is main-
tained and continued, as I sincerely hope
it will be. I do not care whether a Gov-
ernment be branded Labour or Liberal as
long as the ship of State is kept merrily
moving along. This is of far more im-
portance to me than apything like party
politics. The Government have been re-
turned with a large majority, but the
same thing applied to the Liberal Govern-
ment about six years ago, when the state
of parties was something like 36 to 14.
Stll they did not maintain that position,
and I would like to point out to members
of the Government that this is a very
diffienlt State to administer, and that if
Ministers do only one-half of what their
supporters are expecting of them, they
will have done well. I am rather afraid
they have very hard task masters, If
the Minister for Mines ean do all that is
expeeted of him he is nothing less than
a wonder. As I have said, this is a very
difficult State to administer, owing {o its
vast area and its great distances
from cenires. We are one-third of the
continent of Australia, with only about
one-fifteenth of population. So it means
long distances, and great areas of unde-
veloped eouniry. For that reason we have
a very diffienlt task to penform, and I for
one did think, honestly and sincerely, that
the Wilson Government did marvellonsly
good work for Western Australia, I ap-
preciated their efforts and will continue
to do so, until I see that I have made a
mistake, and I think that day will be a
long while coming. Western Australia
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has never been so prosperous, as far as
employment is concerned. There are no
unemployed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): There arve, T am sorvy to say.

Mr. HARPER: Then I am equally
sorvy to hear it; at all events there are
hone in the agrienltural distrieis. T for
one have been waiting for labour for a
long time, and for want of it I have had
to make arrangements with my neigh-
bours.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster} : Send to the Labour Bureau.

Mr. HARPER: I have tried the Labour
Bureau and eculd not get snitable men.

Mr, E. B. Johnston: What are you pre-
pared to pay them?

Mr. HARPER: I am paying the usual
rate of wages, I am paying one man
£3 per week and I am paying another
man with his harvester £1 per day. That,
in my opinion, shows the prosperity of
Western Australia. I hope that pros-
pertty will be maintained, and if it is
maintained I do not think that anyone
will have any reason to grumble. The
Government were returned by a very
large majority, and I wonder for what
reason the late Government were thrust
ont in such a fashiom. I think it was
movre than the vote of the Labour party;
many liberals must have voted for the
Labour Government on that oeceasion.
But I want to say that the Government
have a desperate positton to fill, and all
the Ministers will have my cordial sup-
port if they continue the prosperity of
the State. With regard to the votes re-
corded in the last eleetion, no one can
galnsay that it was a well-contested elec-
tion; about 75 per cent. of the people ve-
corded their voles thromghout the State,
and 72 per cent. of the eleciors voted in
the Pingelly electorate, which was a re-
cord. But a large number of people in
that distriet were disfranchised, particu-
larly the people ont in the far eastern por-
tion of the constituency, and there were
a number of people on the bonndaries of
the Beverley and Pingelly electorates who
could tot record their votes. Somelhing
ought to be done to correct that state of
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affairs, because the people should not be
disfranchised through no fanlt of their
awn.

Mr, Price: It was the fault of your
Government.

Mr. HARPER: 1 do not know about
that, but it is a rather diffieult thing to
get the votes in the right place. It is
difficult to deal with voters who are living
Just on the boundary of two electorates,
and I do not blame the pasi Government. +
I am very glad indeed that the Govern-
ment have decided to reduce the Mini-
sterial saiaries. I was against the in-
creased payment to members, and I am
sorry that the Government are not going
a bit further and proposing to reduce the
salaries of members of the Legislative
Council. T say that a reduction and ve-
trenchment in that direction would meet
with the approval of the people of West-
ern Austraiia. I noticed in the paper this
morning that the Goverrment are acensed
of not carrying out a plank of the fight-
ing platform,

The Minister for Mines: Who acensed
them?

Mr. HARPER: A writer in the West
Australian. 1 am glad that the Govern-
ment are not going in for carrying out
the fighting platform, and that they are
dealing with the matter with deliberation.

Ay, Heitmann : What part of it do yon
object to?

Mr. HARPER.: The plank referring to
eight hours per day. It is impossible to
carry ont farming and harvest work by
working eight hours a day. )

The Minister for Mines: That is on no
platform.

Mr. HARPER: That is part of the
general platform of the party.

My, Heitmann: Did you not tell the
farmers that they eould not possibly vote
for labour because in the midst of har-
vestingz the workers would be going out
on strike?

Mr. HARPER : No, I did not. Every-
one knows that it is impaossible te farm
on the eight lours system, Farming al-
ready has Lo bear all the load that it can
carry. . .

The Minister -for Mines: The eight
Liours svslem is possible in New Zealand.
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Mr. HARPER: New Zealand is dif-
ferent from Western Australia. The land
and climaie there are much better than
they are on the average in Western Aus-
tralia. At any rate, the present conditions
are quite severe enough for the farmer.

My, B. J. Stubbs: There are saceessful
farms in this State worked on the eight
hours prineiple.

Mr., HARPER: I have not ecome in
contact with them or beard of them.

Mv. Green: Your objection has heen
offered to eight hours in the case of every
industry.

Mr. HARPER: No, it is a very dif-
ferent thing to adopt an eight howrs day
on a mine, or in other laborious oecupa-
tions. T recognisc that eight hours per
day is quite snfficient; in fact, seven hours
is enough if one works well in a mine.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: Tt is only 6% hours
in the north of England.

Mr. HARPER: That is because they
work continnously and lhave no lunch time
I suppose. I have worked six hours in a
mine, but that was becanse we never stop-
ped owing to the great quantity of water.
I repeat that the present hours on the
farms are short enough. T am glad that
the Government are going on with the
construction of rallways in the agricul-
tural area and I am pleased to see in the
Speech a reference to the Transeontinental
railway. In this regard I would like the
Government to consider the advisahility
of taking that line through Armadale and
Norseman and connecting it with the pre-
sent” surveyed route about 250 miles east
of Kalgoorlie.

The Minister for Mines:
dentally throngh Pingelly.

Mr. TARPER: Well, if the Govern-
ment approved of that il would meet with
the approval of the people of Western
Aunstralia. The reason for the suggested
alteration of ronle is that the present line
to Kalgnorlie is doing very good work. It
will cost at the very least 114 million
pounds to eonstruct a line sueh as we have
from Perth to Kalgoorlie, and to take that
up and put down another in its plaee
would be a waste of money. I am in-
formed that there is. a very good route
{hrough the goldfields svater ecatchment.

And inei-
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aren, whereby a grade of one in 80 eould
be obtained instead of the one in 50 grade
which exists on the present railway to the
goldfields. By this proposed new route
we would be opening up good eountry
from 80 to 100 miles south of the eastern
line, and this land would be a valnable
asset fo the State. I hope this line will
commend itself to the Government and
people of Western Australia and to ihe
Commonwealth authorities,

Mr. Price: Where is that good coun-
trv?

Mr. HARPER: Ttis elaimed that there
is good agrieultural land at Norseman,
and T am sure if it is good there it ought
to eontinue good weslward to the Great
Southern railway. At any rate, the land
must improve as we go south and the
rainfall inereases. By running the line
turiher south we wonld bave a better
chance of getling more rain than by keep-
ing to the present route. This State has
passed an enabling Bill, and we should
have two lines by this proposed alteration
instead of oue if the Transeontinental pail-
way were to replace the present goldtields
line. T hope the Government will see therr
way clear to continue the railway up the
Hotham Valley and give railway facilities
to other parts of the State. There have
been pioneers in the Wandering distriet,
who have lived there for 50 years and
who have been very badly served in (he
matter of railways.

Mr, Heitmann: Some of them said that
they did not want a railway to burn down
their crops.

Mr. HARPER: That may be so, but
if they did that the hon. member must
excuse them for not knowing better. If
I bhad heard them express that opinior I
would have given them my deepest Sym-
pathy.

The Minister for Mines: Did not the
late Government promise 12 months azo
lo send the advisory board to Wandevinz
te report, and they have not done so?

Mr. HARPER: I think they have done
so, and I think that the board have re-
commended a railway in that direction.

.The Minister for Mines: No, not fo
Wandering. :
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Mr, HARPER: But very near to it. I
should be pleased to see that railway built,
as well as the Yilliminning-Kulin lise
and also other lines in those areas. A great
deal has ben said about the cost of liviry,
and I would be glad to see something done
to reduee it. However, I very much doubt
if we will have any chance of redueing
the cost of living very much in this State.
We imported last year from the Eastern
States £3,500,000 worth of produce, and
our exports are infinitesimally small. Tt
is true that we are exporting a large quau-
tity of gold, but that is a different ma(lcr
from importing products such as buttesr,
cheese, eggs, and manufactured implements
of all deseriptions. I want to point out
also that the difference in wages between
Vietoria and Western Ausivalia is exacily
£30 per annum per employee; that is, the
average amount of salaries and wages paid
to employes during 1908 shows a difter-
ence of £50 per annum per employee.

Hon. W. C. Angwin {Honorary Minis-
ter): That has ben altered a good deul
since then. There is very little difference
now.

Mr. HARPER: Then ail the better for
Western Australia. I would like to sae
the wages in Victoria as high as in West-
ern Australia, and then this State would
have a chance of competing in these var-
ions industries,

Hon, W. C. Angwin {Honorary Minis-
ter) : Not unless we wiped out some of
the rings in Western Australia,

Mr. HARPER : I do not know that
there are amy more rings in Western Aus-
tralia than there are in the Eastern States.
But I want to make it clear that we are
Paying in wages per annum £50 per head
more than they are in Victoria. Nol Lengz
ago tenders were invited for eerruin
printing work, and the tender in Vieloria
was £50 and in Western .Australia £90,
with the vesnlt that the printing went to
the Eastern States. That is why we are
50 harshly treated in Western “Anstralia.
According 10 the imports this State must
employ some 30,000 people in the Eost-
ern Stales. That is where we suffercd” sp
much by joining Federation and by tie
wages in the Eastern’ States heing so cauch -
lower than those we pay here. T is that -
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which makes it so diffienlt for the Govern-
ment of Western Australia to eontrol the
affairs of State successfully, and 1 only
hope that the Government can do ha!f as
much as the members on that side expeet
of them, If they do all that I do not
{hink they will have done very wrong. I
do not think a reduction can take piace in
the cost of living. 'There is not lLikely
to be any reduction in the cost of meat
for a year or lwo owing to ihe drought ex-
isting in the North and North-West, aud
T do not think, owing to the searcity of
products and necessaries of life, the cost
of living ean be brought down in any way.

Mr. Green: The member for Kimberley
lLas told us there are more cattle in Kim-
berley than ean be nsed.

Mr, HARPER: There is a great saeri-
fice in weight in bringing down cattle, and
they are reduced something like lewt. on
the trip; and as it costs about £3 a head
to bring them down, it does net give much
for growing the cattle. 1 have heard many
optimisiic remarks from members on both
sides of the Hounge with reference to the
mining industry. I only hope they will be
vealised in the future. 1 agree with the
memher for Murchison that mining is not
so flourishing as some would like. T would
like to know how this resuseitation of the
mining industry or increased prosperity
is to be brought about.

The Minisier for Mines: Who promised
i?

Mr. HARPER: T am not saying the
Minisler for Mines had promised it, but
{lhiere were cerlainly a great many on both
sides of the Flouse optimistic in regard
to the mining industry, and I would kike
fo know how they ean bring this
prosperity about. No doubt there bhave
been mines mismanaged as members bhave
said, but who is to know whether they have
been mismanaged or not? I have heard a
great deal about mines being closed down,
but T do not know of any mine that has
been closed down that is a payable pro-
position. Il would be the [ast thing a
colmpany or anyone concerned in mining
would do to close down a mine making a
profit. Even if it is not making a profit,
if it only makes ends meet, the mine is
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kept going in the hope that some day
there will be a new development. It is
diffienlt to say whether the public hatteries
have been all that was desived. I thought
they were going to play a very important
part in mining in Western Australia, and
they have to some exlent, but {here is this
about it, that it has nearly always fol-
lowed that the owners have not done much
development ahead and that, when the ore
was {aken our and there was nothing but
dend ends to look forward to, there was
httle for anvone to start on. There must
he some inducement for people to take
up mining. It is a very risky game and
T do not know how this great question is
to be remedied.

Mr, Heilmann: Boows like the Buall-
fineh wall not do any good.

Mr. HARPER: I agree with the hon.

member. We all regret the Bullfinch
boom. [ voled for the Bullfineh railway.

I eould not understand that so many large
{lotaticns of comrpanies eould fake place
and the result be so differeni. I hope the
mine will turn out well so as to warrant
the railway., Again lhe people were so
anxions to buy blocks of town land at
such high prices il made others think that
people who were buying the land knew
what they were doing and that they were
not putting motiey inte a wild scheme, I
do not know what amendments are to be
mide to the Arbitration Act, but I am still
in favour of the wages boards system as
in exislence in Viectoria, becanse the
people conmected with a  wages board
would be more practieal, wounld under-
stand loeal requirements belter than a
Supreme Court Judge or any one advocate
in a large country like Western Australia.

Myr. Heitmann: Tt sometimes tfakes
twelve months in Victoria to apply for a
hoard.

Mr. HARPER: 1If the hon. member
bad a local board in Cue, surely it would
be sufficient, It conld be easily arranged
for five or six practical men to sit on each
side. That would be a far better way lo
settle dispules than to have the decision
of a Supreme Court Judge who lives five
or six hundred miles away from the spot.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Under the wages-
board system there is an independent

[ J
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chairman who knows nothing about the
industry.

My, HARPER: I understand the two
sides select a chairman and he ean be got
in the district. I should think that would
be a more praetical way of dealing with
a diffienlt problem,

My, Heitmann: What is wrong with the
Arhitration Act?

Mr. HARPER: Very often awards are
given and little notice is taken of them.

Mr. Heitmann: YWhen?

Mr. SPEAKFER: Qrvder!

Mr. HARPER: There are plenty of
cases where they do not comply with the
conditions of the award.

Mr., Underwood: Wounld youn siate onz
ense?

Mr. HARPEL : I know of several, but
I do not remember them at the present
{ime. I am pleased that ihe powers of
the Aprieultural Bank ave to be enlarged.
The bank has doue great work in the de-
velopment of the land in Western Aus-
tralia, hut it has not done all the develop-
ment. 1 gather from information I have
had from the Associated Banks, insurance
companies and private concerns, that
there s something like four or five
millions of money in the agricultural areas
from these institutions.

Mr. Underwood: Do they get any in-
terest on it?%

Mr. HARPER: Of course; and the
Agrienlitural Bank gets interest. I know
several cases where people have left the
Agricnltural Bank and gone to the asso-
ctated banks rather than stick to the for-
mer.

Mr. Hettmann : Rather than put up
with the humbog of the past administra-
tion.

Mr. HARPER : Y hope if there is any
humbug it ean be remedied. No doubt
people gain by experience. 1 bope to see
improvements in this divection. A great
deal has been said about immigration.
No doubt a large number of immigrants
who come ount here are not suited to the
conditions, but people have to be patient
with them, and they themselves will have
to be somewhat patient, but in time they
will become good citizens. It is useless
for the people of Australia and more par-
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ticularly Western Australia to go in for
a great scheme of defence if we have not
the population.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : What good is population unless we
can feed them ?

Mr. HARPER : 1 think we have plenty
of resources in Western Anstralia to feed
a large population.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : There are hundreds of men in
Perth out of work.

Mr. HARPER : It all depends upon
how they apply themselves and tackle
what is to be done. There is plenty to
do and with remuneration and prospeets
for the future. T have travelled a great
deal, and I think the prospeets for the
immigrants here arve certainly equal to
those in any other part of the world. It
is impossible to go in for a great scheme
of defence without population. Mr.
Chamberlain has said, **Get population
and all other things will be added to
yon” T quite agree with Mr. Chamber-
lain; we want more population in West-
ern Australia. I will not detain the House
much longer, but I would like to reply to
the wild vituperations of the member for
Forrest who was disappointed beeause he
was not successful in getting his man re-
turned. Everyone is not so fortunate as
the hon. member in being unopposed. He
was at liberty to roam the ecountry and
vilify anyone far and wide.

Mr. Q'Loghlen: You never heard me
vilify anyone,

Mr. HARPER.:
heard it said—

Mr. O’Loghlen: I did not go about the
country vilifying people. The hon. mem-
ber should prove it or withdraw,

Mr. HARPER: I wiil withdraw. Rut
certainly the hion. member did so to-night
under the privileges of this House.

Mr. SPEAKER: No member can vilify
anyone under the privileges of this House.
The hon. member must withdraw that as
it is a reflection on the Chair.

Mr. HARPER: T do not wish to cast a
reflection on the Chair so T withdraw.
I do nmot want to be drawn into say-
ing anything about my opponents. The
hon. member, of eourse, stands in a more

No; I did not, but T
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favoured position because he has a pocket
borough in Trorrest; everyone is not privi-
leged to the same extent. I will not say
anything further in thai direction, I will
treat the matter with the contempt it
deserves. 1 have again to econgratulate
the Government on their great victory, I
believe they are sineere and I hope they
will keep a firm check on the finances of
the State, and that they will not tax those
who have anything out of existence. The
Government will not have a great deal of
revenue to handle and for that reason I
would suggest ihat they should he very
economical with what will be at their dis-
posal, and, bheing sincere in their work,
as I believe they ave, I trust they will be
able to carry this couniry through to a
successful issue.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

House adjourned at 10.44 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—TIMBER LANDS.
Mr. A, A, WILSON (for Mr, O'Logh-
len} asked the Mipister for Lands:—1,
What is the approximate area of timber
lands still in the possession of the Crown,
apart from concessions and permits? 2,

[ASSEMBLY.]

What is the approximate area of Crown
lands now being operated on by different
companies

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied:—1, The avea of jarrah and karri
country within the State was estimaied by
the late Ednie Brown at approximately
9,200,000 acres; the area held under con-
cessions, timber leases, and sawmilling
rermits on the 30h June last was 1,304,-
232 acres, leaving an approximate area
of 7,F06.718 acres still in the possession
of the Crown. 2, The information is not
at present available, but will be obtained.

QUESTION — LIQUOR TRADE,

HAWEKING AMONGST CAMPS.

Mr. A, A WILSOX (for Mr. O’Logh-
Jen) asked the Premier:—1], Is he aware
that large quaniities of liquor are being
hawked amongst the timber camps of the
Sonth-West ? 2, Will he take steps to met
a bhetter control of such {rade?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for
the Premier) replied :—1, No, except by
publicans who send liquor to the mills
under orders from the wmill hands. 2,
Under above conditions there is no law
to preveni sach action.

QUESTION—-POLICE FORCE RE-

TIREMEXTS.,

Mr. DWYER asked the Premier:—1,
Is there any age fixed for the retivement
of members and officers of the Police
Force? 2. 1f not, is it the inlention of
the Government to fix same by regulation
in aceordance with the request of the re-
cent depulation to the Colonial Secreiary.

The MINISTER FOR LLANDS (for the
Premier) replied:—1, No. 2, The ques-
tion is now receiving the eonsideration of
the Government.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Mmister for Lands: 1, By-laws
of the Leederville Municipality. 2, By-
laws of the Victoria Park Local Board of
Health.



